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God to raise up someone from BCF to go.  Linda and I 
celebrated while hearing the story of this young couple 
and their journey through BCF to the IMB to the mission 
field. 

Here is what I have found at BCF: even the cleaning 
crew change the world.  I am privileged to be a part 
of such a grand vision, a great school, and a gospel 
centered family.  With all of the negativism about our 
current world, direction, and future, my heart fills with 
hope as I interact with these students and faculty. 

Would you pray with us as we make this transition from 
Dr. Kinchen’s presidency to my presidency?  Would you 
join with us through your prayers, gifts, and support to 
serve the God called men and women He raises up for 
His glory.

have been the President-elect of the Baptist 
College of Florida for an awkward six 
months.  Everyone has welcomed us with 

overwhelming hospitality and love.  We have found a 
great family in the BCF network and Florida Baptist.  
But it has been awkward to not have an office, official 
responsibilities, and a staff while preparing to take on 
such a great task. 

Linda and I came into my temporary office space a few 
weeks ago and interrupted the cleaning crew.  They 
were dusting, vacuuming, taking out trash, and cleaning 
every room.  One of them asked if I was the new 
President.  I said that I was. 

She told me that the cleaning crew were students and 
that she was being appointed a  Journeyman along with 
her husband through the IMB to the mission field in a 
few months.  I was overjoyed.  I had learned recently 
that Florida did not have a single Journeyman appointed 
last year.  My prayer, since learning of the absence of 
Florida Baptist in the journeyman appointment, was for 

Dr. Clayton Cloer

I

A Message
President
from the



 Philip Biser is a freshman at The Baptist College of 
Florida and is currently working on his B.A. in Ministry Studies. 
When he was asked about what brought him to BCF, he 
responded, “I wanted to further my theology and develop as 
a Christian and future pastor.” After being asked about why he 
came to BCF we asked him what he has enjoyed most about 
BCF, and he said that the “one on one time with professors and 
the fellowship with other brothers and sisters in Christ.” To wrap 
it all up we asked Philip which time period he would  want to live 
in if he could choose, he answered, “I would want to live in the 
80’s because I am a fan of that music and pop culture.”  

 Isabella Sabo is also one of the freshmen here at BCF and 
she is majoring in Elementary Education. When we asked her about 
why she chose BCF she told us the following: “I have always wanted 
to further my education at a small Christian college and BCF has 
been just that. I was drawn to the family-like atmosphere and close-
knit student body. I also chose BCF as it provides the degree I am 
working towards and it is still close to my home.” When Isabella 
was asked about what she enjoyed most about her first semester, 
she replied, “I have enjoyed getting to know new people, attending 
chapel, and working in the coffee shop.” Upon being asked what 
animal she would want as a pet she answered, “I would choose a 
duck. I have learned from this semester at BCF that ducks are quite 
friendly and could potentially make for good pets.” 

 Hugo Garcia, one of our married students at BCF, majors 
in Ministry Studies and Missions at The Baptist College of Florida. 
When we asked him about what brought him to BCF Hugo gave an 
answer that many can understand as he said, “God put it on my heart 
to pursue ministry and missions a year ago, but I was slow to answer. 
Through various major life circumstances, I finally surrendered to God 
and applied to BCF.” After being asked what he has most enjoyed 
about BCF, he replied, “BCF provided the exact degree I was looking 
for, has family housing, accepts financial aid, and is accredited. BCF 
is a huge blessing for me and my family. I have enjoyed the courses 
offered and getting to know the faculty, staff, and students.” When 
we asked him which stamp on his passport he would want the most 
Hugo responded, “If I could have one stamp on my passport, it would 
be from either Cambodia or Indonesia.”



 The brotherhood of ministry formed at The Baptist College of Florida can be seen throughout churches and 
communities all over Florida; Parkview Baptist Church (PBC) in Lake City, FL is an excellent example of that. Three 
friends and BCF Alumni: Skylar Teel (ST), JonSeth Sammons (JS), and David Harris (DH) serve together at PBC. Teel 
is the Worship Pastor, Sammons is the Student Pastor and Functioning Missions Pastor, and Harris is the Associate of 
Worship and Media at PBC. We had the opportunity to check up on our alumni and ask about the impact BCF made on 
them personally. Here is what they had to say!

 What are you enjoying about your current ministry assignment and how is the Lord bringing forth fruit?

ST: After serving here for 6 years now, there is a trust built between me and the people I pastor. I’m loving going through 
the different seasons of life with our people. Loving our people and being in community with them brings me a lot of joy. 
We’re seeing some great fruit in regard to spiritual growth within our people. Our gatherings are filled with much joy and 
passion. It’s a joy to sing with God’s people!

JS: I enjoy leading students through the Word of God, and seeing them in turn grow in their faith! I see the fruit in how 
our students serve our church and deepen their walks with the Lord.

DH: Every Sunday really feels like a family gathering, and there has been such a sense of unity and love for one another. 
As a staff, we are constantly encouraging one another to depend on the Holy Spirit and to guard against doing “dead 
ministry.” I think this is helpful because mindlessly acting out a routine is a real temptation for people in church leadership.

One thing that’s been really incredible to see is the change from one adult (me) on an acoustic guitar trying to sing with a 
bunch of shy teenagers (it was like pulling teeth to get them to sing anything), to what it is now: a full student band, some 
of them even helping lead on Sunday mornings! When I tell you these students love Jesus and sing LOUD, I mean it. 
There’s nothing quite like it, and it has definitely influenced the culture of the whole church! This is the Spirit’s work, and 
there’s no boasting in anything we’ve done, but I thank God for JonSeth who has faithfully invested in our students and 
pointed them to Christ. Without him, I’m not sure that we would be in the same place we are now.

 How did BCF equip you to serve the local church?

ST: I learned a lot about God’s Word and how the gospel transforms everything. Those things are obviously of utmost 
importance. I learned to value and treasure God’s Word. I learned to study and dive deeply into the great truths that are 
revealed in Scripture. As important and necessary as those things are, more than anything, my time at BCF equipped 
me to love and pastor people well.

JS: I use my degree daily in my context here, not just in the missions area, but also in student ministry. Dr. Elligson 
always said student pastors make great church planters and missionaries because teenagers are always so foreign!

DH: To keep it brief, I’ll just say that it helps when your professors actually serve and love their own local churches. 
Particularly Dr. Cox, Dr. Davis, and Professor Branning really helped me think through what it means to Biblically serve 
my local church, not just by the book, but practically. Because they have all hit walls and had to work through difficult 
circumstances in their ministries, they were able to help me plan for those situations, and they were always a huge 
encouragement to me as a young person serving in full-time ministry.

 Beyond the personal instruction that students receive to make them biblically capable and spiritually fruitful, 
The Baptist College of Florida fosters friendships that persevere through a lifetime of following Christ. Whether our 
students serve as educators, businessmen, counselors, or pastors they will be sent out from The Baptist College of 
Florida alongside friends who will remain for a lifetime. As can be seen at PBC the camaraderie and service displayed 
are reminiscent of Colossians 4 when Paul calls one of his own friends in ministry, Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful 
minister, and fellow servant in the Lord. May we all seek to be as devoted to ministry and as encouraging to each other 
as these brothers are to one another.

Alumni Highlights
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Preview Day Festivities

 Following the chapel service, guests enjoyed classroom 
visits in music, teacher education, psychology, business 
leadership, missions and theology, dual enrollment, and 
financial aid. The meetings were designed to provide detailed 
information relating to academic interests and career choices, 
and explore possibilities for financial assistance.

 BCF provided lunch for Preview Day guests in 
the campus dining facility, the Deese Center. During lunch, 
attendees enjoyed a delicious meal and a time of  fellowship 
with current students while listening to the BCF Jazz Band. 
Following the meal, visitors were given the opportunity to tour 
student housing with the BCF Resident Assistants (RA’s).

 Preview Day concluded with a volleyball game 
between the faculty/staff  team and winners of  the student 
intramural championship. Ultimately the student team was 
victorious. The day wrapped up as several scholarships were 
presented and many prospective students took advantage of  
the waived application fee. As prospective students and their 
families prepared to leave, Richards expressed her appreciation 
for them coming and closed with a word of  prayer.

 The Baptist College of  Florida  in Graceville excitedly 
welcomed close to 100 prospective students to the Preview 
Day event on Monday, October 10. It was a special Preview 
Day since it was the last one before BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen, who has served as president for over 32 years, retires.

 Registration began in the BCF Wellness Center where 
prospective students received bags filled with information 
and were able to visit exhibit booths dedicated to providing 
additional information on all that the college offers. There 
was also a fall themed photo booth where visitors could take 
photos with friends and family members.

 After registration, guests were welcomed by Kinchen 
and Student Life and Marketing Director Sandra Richards. 
Kinchen presented several $500 scholarships to prospective 
students. Guests were then invited to the R. G. Lee Chapel for 
a time of  praise and worship that showcased the extremely 
talented BCF Music and Worship Division and an inspirational 
message from Kinchen, “Be strong and courageous…”
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Heads Up!
 With a rapidly expanding 
student body, Intramural sports have 
heated up at The Baptist College of 
Florida, with more players and more 
competition. This Fall semester both 
Volleyball and Flag Football had great 
turnouts, as many students supported 
their classmates and friends. 
Intramural Coordinator, Christopher 
Nelson said, “The volleyball draft 
really set up four equally powerful 
teams. Going into the season, most 
of the games were very close scores.” 
There were memorable serves and 

saves throughout the season 
from all teams but, “The 
championship game, fought 
hard by both teams, ended 
up with the black team on 
top, led by Justice Ballard. 
Their last game was played 

and corn hole tournament. 
The major organized sports 
we will do are kickball and 
ultimate frisbee.” It’s going 
to be a great semester for 
intramurals, and you don’t 
want to miss it!

a great job staying organized and 
fair, always beginning games with a 
word of prayer. He shared, “I was a 
bit nervous at the beginning to be in 
charge of Intramurals, but I really have 
enjoyed it. It was really fun to be able to 
engage with the teams and watch them 
all try so hard with each sport we did.” 
With such a great season behind us, 
everyone has been wondering what’s 
in store and Nelson did not disappoint, 
“Next semester I have a lot planned. 
We will be introducing a basketball 
tournament, ping pong tournament, 

against the staff at Preview Day and 
they won again!” 

The Flag Football season started 
off with three teams led by Nathan 
Washington, Seth Fondren, and 
Hannah Webb. When asked about 
memorable moments from the 
season Nelson shared, “One really 
memorable touchdown was made 
by Kevin Honeycutt. He ran for a 
touchdown and then proceeded to do 
a very impressive backflip.” With the 
obstacles of bright sunshine, frequent 
cold fronts, and a few minor injuries, 
the players gave their all but Seth 
Fondren’s team ultimately made it out 
with the win. 

This was Nelson’s first year as 
Intramural Coordinator and he did 
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The Lion and the Lamb of  Revelation

 The climatic book of  the Bible 
is Revelation. Revelation applies Old 
Testament imagery of  the Lion and the 
Lamb to describe the victory of  the Messiah. 
The theme of  Jesus as the Lion and the 
Lamb is central to the theological message of  
the climatic book on the Bible.

Revelation and Imagery of  the Lamb

 Revelation contains more quotations 
and allusions to the Old Testament than 
any other book in the New Testament. To 
understand Revelation’s imagery of  the Lion 
and the Lamb one must begin with the Old 
Testament and Jewish messianic understanding. The 
Apostle John joined together rich Hebraic imagery to 
communicate the victory of  Christ.

 The Old Testament background for the 
Messiah functioning as a Lion is found in almost all Old 
Testament literary genres. For example, in the historical 

genre of  Genesis 49.9-10 functioned as 
a key messianic prophecy. “Judah is a 
lion’s cub…; he crouched as a lion and 
as a lioness; who dares rouse him. The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor 
the ruler’s staff  from between his feet, 
until tribute comes to him; and to him 
shall be the obedience of  the peoples or 
nations. The Hebrew term translated 
“obedience” often had the connotation 
of  worship. This prophecy predicts that 
one like a lion from the tribe of  Judah 
shall have universal reign. Old Testament 
prophets described God’s wrath as lion-
like. “For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
and a young lion to the house of  Judah. 

I, even I, will tear and go away; I will carry off, and not 
one shall rescue (Hosea 5.14).

Revelation 9:7 (NASB)

“Let’s rejoice and be glad 
and give the glory to Him, 

because the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and His 

bride has prepared
herself.”

&
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can open the scroll 
and the seven seals.” 
(Rev. 5.5). Notice 
the passage does not 
claim that the Lion 
will conquer in the 
future. Revelation 
5.5 states that the 
Lion has conquered 
(past tense verb). 
For Christians from 
all ages, the past victory of  the Lion gives assurance for 
the future. The victory of  God has been realized in history 
through the conquering Lion by means of  the Lion’s victory 
over death.

Revelation and the Unity of  the Imagery of  the 
Lamb and the Lion

 John Newport, a Southern Baptist New Testament 
and Philosopher at Southwestern Seminary commented on 
the necessity of  understanding the imagery of  the Lion and 
the Lamb in Revelation as a constructive unity.

 “John ties in the working of  God in history and the 
crucified Lamb of  God with the working of  God at the end 
of  history and the Lion of  Judah. Only one who is both the 
Lamb of  Calvary and the Lion of  the tribe of  Judah can open 
the Book and bring God’s redemptive purposes for people to 
their divine end. Thus we see that the Lion of  the tribe of  
Judah has revealed in His life, death, resurrection, and second 
advent the clue to the meaning in history, and will act in a 
more dramatic way in the future.” (The Lion and the Lamb, 
pp. 123-124).

Revelation 22:3 (NASB)

There will no longer be any
curse; and the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it,

and His bondservants will
serve Him;

The Old Testament is also the background for the imagery of  
the Messiah as a sacrificial Lamb. Isaiah 53.7 described the 
coming sacrificial Lamb as a person. “He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that 
is led to slaughter… (Isa, 53.7).

 Furthermore, the image of  the Lamb in Revelation 
goes beyond the role of  the sacrifice of  Jesus. As the slain 
Lamb, Jesus is worthy of  worship (5.12), to open the seals of  
God (6.1), Christian saints conquer by the blood of  the Lamb 
(12.10-11). Further, believers will share in the marriage supper 
of  the Lamb (19.7) – a beautiful depiction of  the church as 
the Bride of  Christ. No physical temple exists in the heavenly 
city because the glory of  God is the sacrificed lamb who gives 
light and darkness is non-existent (21.22-25). God’s servants 
will worship the Lamb in heaven (Rev. 22.3).

 As the fulcrum of  the book Revelation 4, describes 
Jesus as the Lamb who will consummate God’s worldwide 
judgment and redemption.” Revelation 17.14 states that the 
demonic forces symbolized by the “great harlot Babylon” will 
be defeated. “The Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of  
lords and King of  kings ….”

Revelation and the Imagery of  The Lion

 The imagery of  the lion in Revelation is not as 
frequent as the imagery of  the Lamb. The imagery of  the Lion 
describes the victory of  the Messiah. Revelation 4 -5 function 
as the fulcrum point of  Revelation. Revelation 1-4 described 
the condition of  the churches to whom John wrote. Revelation 
5 begins the description of  the victory of  the Lion. John 
received a command to “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of  the 
Tribe of  Judah, the Root of  David, has conquered, so that he 

Dr. Mark Rathel
Professor of Theology and Philosophy
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Violet Knight
Hilliard, FL

Robert Martin
Lake City, FL

Class of 2022

Luke Allen
Homossassa, FL

Wilberdo Antoine
Plantation, FL

Julia Black
Tallahasee, FL

Amanda Donaldson
Smiths Station, AL

Dylan Gary
Pensacola, FL

Elizabeth Gregory
Punta Gorda, FL

William Harrison
Tallahasee, FL

Congratulations

Robert Mitchell
Lynn Haven, FL
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NOT PICTURED:
PoppyAnna Bray
Andrew King
Mary Hutchins
Joseph Leung
Andrew Lewis
Katherine Ramsey

Jaucental Pantlitz
Navarre, FL

Payton Sasser
Smiths Station, AL

Skylar Shipes
Chipley, FL

Angeline Smith
Ocklawaha, FL

 Are you staying or are you straying? - This was the question Luke Allen, left for his class. He was unanimously nominated by 
The Baptist College of Florida’s Theology Division to be the student preacher for chapel on November 28 and he brought an inspiring 
message out of Psalms 23, specifically for the believer. While walking through the text Allen observed, “[Psalm 23] is a picture of our 
own stupidity as Children of God, because we wander away from Him which results in our own pain and our own sorrow… But God 
is always seeking us out and we must listen to the Shephard’s voice… And when we are done running the race of life, what is set before 
us? The ultimate green pasture where we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” A full recording of this sermon is available on 
the BCF Facebook page.

 Allen is a graduating senior with full honors in a Bachelor of Arts degree in Ministry Studies and the President of the Fall 
Class of 2022. He felt a specific call to ministry at 16 years old which was cultivated through his home church, First Baptist Church of 
Homosassa, which allowed him to fill the pulpit on many occasions. His school was also a huge factor in the development of his faith 
and calling. With a little experience and a big call on his life, Allen left behind his family and long-term girlfriend to come to BCF 
in 2019 at the recommendation of his home church’s Music Minister, Mike Barber who attended in the early 2000s. Unfortunately, 
Allen’s class experienced the brunt of covid-19 and had to leave campus during their second semester. When they returned a year 
later, his girlfriend began classes at BCF. A semester later they got married.  Allen shared, “I’ve made a lot of good memories and a lot 
of crazy memories during my time here, I even got to marry my beautiful bride. I have also made a few lifelong friends at BCF and am 
excited to keep up with each other’s ministries until God calls us home. Preaching in chapel was the culmination of a lot of difficult 
days and hard work. It was an incredible honor and I hope all of my professors didn’t secretly grade me on the presentation.” Allen 
plans to continue working at Publix Supermarkets where he has already established a career of five years. When his wife graduates, 
he plans to pursue his master’s degree at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Student Preacher
Luke Allen



ECHOES
12   

A Time for
Celebration!

that has guided all of our days. 
Following the College Singers, 
Dr. Kinchen then gave a brief 
message about “The Brand of a 
Christian: Service, Self-denial, 
Suffering, and Serenity.” As he 
walked the graduates through 
the Scriptures he discussed what 
those four points look like in the 
everyday life of a believer and the 
temptations each will face as they 
live as ministers of the Gospel. It 
was a moving message and the 
perfect way to send off his final 
class. Following his address, 
the graduates were officially 
introduced by their degree and 
honors as they crossed that stage, 
diploma in hand as graduates of 
The Baptist College of Florida. 
Dr. Jumper and Dr. Kinchen then 
officially conferred the degrees 
and everyone cheered as they 
turned their tassels. To conclude 
this time of celebration Dr. Tommy 
Green gave the benediction and 
the graduates were sent out the 
“Change the World Through the 
Unchanging Word. ®” It was an 
unforgettable ceremony and a 
joyous occasion for 15 graduates 
who will carry the name of Christ 
to the nations!

 “Carry the brand proudly. 
Carry it well. And may God bless 
you in the joy of the journey.” 
This was Dr. Kinchen’s charge 
to the final graduating class 
under his presidency. Family and 
friends gathered in the beautifully 
decorated Wellness Center to 
behold this seminal moment 
in the lives of the graduates 
and celebrate the end of their 
educational careers here at BCF. 
After the crowd had settled, 
“Pomp and Circumstance” played 
as the Professors and the Class 
Marshals, Savannah McVay 
and Kevin Honeycutt, lead the 
graduates to their seats. The 
service began with an invocation 
led by Dr. John Sullivan and a 
hymn led by Dr. William Davis. Dr. 
Kinchen has a tradition of inviting 
parents, grandparents, spouses, 
and even a few strangers who 
wander in, to stand as they 
are recognized for their part in 
helping the graduates get to 
this moment. After that time of 
recognition, the BCF College 
Singers performed a beautiful 
rendition of “Surely Goodness, 
Surely Mercy” that reminded us 
all of God’s goodness and mercy 
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founding over 79 years ago. “And with Dr. Cloer’s heartbeat 
for missions, that emphasis will only continue to grow,” stated 
Elligson.

Not only does the conference boast of  something-for-everyone, 
but there are always some surprises. “We never quite know what 
the Lord will do during this week,” Elligson explained. “But He 
always shows up!” The college was happy to welcome several 
first-time representatives to this year’s conference, and all 
were excited to be included. “There is something special about 
this campus and about this group of  students,” one newcomer 
stated. “Regardless of  what degree they are pursuing, they are 
all enthusiastic about ministry and missions. How refreshing!” 
First time students were equally happy to be involved. “This 
group of  new students was genuinely enthralled with all that 
happened during the week,” reported Psychology Professor 
Tonya Gardner, who also serves as BCF’s First-Year Student 
Liaison. “It was more than just a passing interest,” she added. 
“They are still talking about it.”

What was not so surprising, was the appearance of  familiar 
faces. This year, five of  the mission agency representatives 
were also BCF graduates. “John said in his third epistle, ‘I 
have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 
truth,’” quoted BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. “I 
understand how John must have felt. It’s such a blessing to see 
our graduates not only walking in truth, but spreading that 
truth around the world.”  

 “It’s one of  the best weeks of  the year.” That’s how 
faculty members often refer to the annual Missions Conference 
held at The Baptist College of  Florida in Graceville, and the 
students couldn’t agree more. Each year, mission agency 
representatives from nearby and faraway set up displays, 
hand out materials, visit classes, and build relationships with 
students, all for the purpose of  furthering God’s Kingdom 
around the globe. “Jesus said the harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few,” commented Mel Heal, a Representative from 
MissionGo. “I am praying some of  BCF’s finest will help fill 
some of  that gap.”

This year’s conference, held October 17-19, featured the 
powerful preaching of  Keynote Speakers Tommy Green, 
Executive-Treasurer of  the Florida Baptist Convention, 
Clayton Cloer, BCF President-Elect, and Thomas A. Kinchen, 
current President of  The Baptist College of  Florida. The 
theme was the missions mandate of  BCF, “Changing the World 
through the Unchanging Word.®”

“When I invited the speakers, Dr. Kinchen asked me if  this 
year’s theme was ‘Out with the Old and In with the New,’” 
joked Missions Professor and Conference Coordinator Richard 
Elligson. “But just the opposite is true. It’s more like passing 
the torch and continuing the legacy.” Indeed, missions and 
evangelism have been a central focus of  the college since its 

II

Where Do You Plan to Serve?You
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A Life of 
Faithful Service

his time as President of 
BCF and how grateful 
he is for that work, even 
on the difficult days. As 
announced in November 
2021, Kinchen will retire 
on December 31, 2022.  
Dr. Kinchen has had a 
meaningful impact on 
so many people during 
his time serving at The 
Baptist College of Florida 
and we are so thankful 
for the work God has 
done through him and for 
his life of faithful service.

 “The worst days in 
God’s will are better than 
the best days outside of 
His will.” Often quoted by 
Dr. Thomas Kinchen over 
his tenure here at The 
Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF), it served as one 
of the hallmarks of his 
address to those who 
joined us for breakfast 
on November 14 at 
Olive Baptist Church. 
Kinchen gave a heartfelt 
speech, which detailed 
some of the ways God 
has worked throughout 

For The Kingdom
As a cooperating ministry of The Florida Baptist 
Convention (FBC), some BCF faculty and students 
were able to travel together to the annual meeting to 
serve there and represent our college. Many students 
helped in the registration process as messengers 
arrived while staff were stationed at a booth to speak 
with anyone who wanted to learn more, or any alumni 
stopping by to say hello! We also had the opportunity 
to share ministry updates and plans on stage with the 

Executive Director, Dr. Tommy Green, during the convention 
meeting. President-Elect, Dr. Clayton Cloer was invited to the 
stage for the first time ever as the voice of BCF. He discussed, 
in greater detail the wants and needs he has heard from Florida 
Baptists regarding the college and how the college will serve 
Florida Baptist churches in the days ahead. As a previous 
headmaster at Central Florida Christian Academy, Cloer sees 
a great need for an “exceptional, affordable, accessible, and 
sizable” partner available to students looking to be equipped for 
the ministry and the marketplace. Cloer made the statement, 
“we exist to serve Florida Baptist churches…to educate, inspire, 
and equip young people to know and to serve Jesus.” Afterward, 
Dr. Green expressed his gratitude for Cloer answering the 
call to lead The Baptist College of Florida forward and invited 
messengers to commit to praying for their college. Before Dr. 
Cloer came up and spoke, the first of two votes required to 
adopt the name change to “Baptist University of Florida” was 
held and approved by messengers. BCF looks forward to the 
next annual meeting where we will get to gather with our Florida 
Baptist family once more to celebrate all that God will do this 
coming year!



Kimberly Nicole “Nikki” Stull (‘17) is serving as the 
Education Coordinator for Women in Apologetics, which 
is an international ministry that serves to educate, equip, 

and encourage women (and men) in Christian Apologetics. We are 
passionate about helping women to think deeply and intelligently 
about their faith and are currently constructing online course for 
those that are unable to pursue Apologetics and/or Theology as a 
degree but still want to know more! Nikki can be reached at nikki@
womeninapologetics.com; (904) 955-6214; 2792 Sapid Court, Green 
Cove Springs, FL 32043.

Joe Bradford (‘74) of  Greenville, AL passed away July 16, 2021. He 
served as a Southern Baptist Minister for about fifty years before 
retiring in 2018. Her serviced churches in Alabama, Tennessee, 
Florida, and Michigan.

Rev. Tom L. Anderson (‘75) went to be with the Lord Sunday, 
July 10, 2022. He was born in South Carolina, farmed cotton and 
soybeans and he also worked in the textile mill until the Lord called 
him to become a minister in 1972. He and his family made this 
move to Dothan, AL and became the pastor at Springfield Baptist 
Church in Jakin, GA. In 1978, he began his ministry at Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church and stayed until his retirement in 2007. Since his 
retirement, Tom served as interim at various churches throughout 
the Wiregrass Area including Graceville, FL, Ozark, AL, and Elba, 
AL. He also spoke regularly at The Haven, served as Chaplin in 
Service at Southeast Health, and ministered at The Ark Dothan. 
He truly had a special passion for those in need.

Richard Davis (‘82) went to the with the Lord on Dec. 6. 2022 with 
his wife, Julia by his side. He has served as Religious Education/ 
Youth Minister at Anthony Baptist Church, Anthony, FL. He 
taught camping and archery skills at Royal Ambassador camps 
in Florida. He also served many years as RA director for Marion 
Baptist Church Association and Highlands Baptist Church in 
Ocala, FL. Was sound department Director for Ocklawaha Bridge 
Baptist Church in Silver Springs, FL for many years. You may 
contact Julia Davis at PO Box 1567, Silver Springs, FL 34489 or 
may call her at (352) 454-0378.

Mark Schroeder (‘00) went home to be with the Lord September 
28, 2022.

Dr. William (Debra) Duggan (‘80) is retired and living 
in Wrens, GA. He has 4th stage liver disease and needs a 
transplant. He can be contacted at (706) 951-0402; 1160 

Country Club Circle, Wrens, GA 30833; billyduggan12@gmail.com.

Diane (Victor) Daigle (‘85) is currently residing in Pensacola, FL. 
She can be reached at (850) 723-9299; wddaigle@bellsouth.net.

Mark Carter (Bonnie) (‘89) ) is a chaplain with St. Croix Hospice 
in Moberly, Missouri. Bonnie is a sales associate for AOP (Alpha 
and Omega Publishing), primarily a nationwide homeschool 
curriculum. Their son, Jeromy, age 20, is a student at Spurgeon 
College located on the campus on Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, MO as a Communications major. He is 
also involved in the IMB-Backed Fusion Program. They can be 
reached at (660) 414-6597; mjc52325@gmail.com; 637 Taylor St. 
Moberly, MO 66270.

Sammy C. (Karen) Hiers (‘96) has been serving as 
Pastor of  FBC White Springs for the past year. He can 
be reached at (850) 464-7463; pastorhiers@hotmail.com; 

912 North Court St., Quitman, GA 31643.

Doug (Kerri) Sanders (‘97) is living in Indiantown, FL and has 
been working and serving as Chaplain in Florida Department 
of  Corrections. You can contact them at (850) 628-3684; 
chaplainsanders@yahoo.com; 200 SW Allapattah Rd, Indiantown, 
FL 34956.

Steve Mathews (Dawn) (‘99) has just completed Post-Doctoral at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He previously earned 
the D. Min. at Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary and the Ph. 
D. at the University of  Pretoria. He has served at United Baptist 
Church in Valdese, NC since 2014. He can be contacted at P.O. Box 
2883 Lenoir, NC 28645l stevehmathews@gmail.com; (828) 962-
5256.

Don (Sheri) Spivey (‘01) is seeing God revive a 100-year-
old church! He and his wife are currently at FBC 
Groveland, which is in the heart of  one of  the fastest 

growing cities in Florida, and God is preparing them for the future. 
The church has more than doubled in the past two years and shows 
many signs of  health. Don was also in a Christian movie called 
No Vacancy and many doors have opened from that experience. 
He was also able to play a role in a Christian rap music video, 
finished shooting another faith-based movie, and has a small part 
in an upcoming one in September. He can be contacted at don@
fbcgroveland.org; 137 East Cherry Street, Groveland, FL 34736; 
(352) 404-3169.

to update your alumni information please contact us at 800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.edu.
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