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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of 
Florida shall operate within 
the context of a Christian 
worldview to promote, 
provide for, operate and 
control a program of education 
and training for Christian 
leaders through awarding 
certificates and associate, 
baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational 
post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college 
seeks to develop those qualities 
in students that contribute to 
effective ministry. In the area 
of personal growth, we seek to 
foster a desire for knowledge; 
develop cultural awareness 
by introducing students to 
a wide range of knowledge; 
nurture the ability to acquire, 
evaluate, assimilate, and use 
information; and promote 
personal and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide 
the resources for gaining 
biblical and religious data; we 
also assist students in learning 
and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, 
students are enabled to gain 
the credentials that enhance 
opportunities for ministry, 
and they learn to master a 
specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage 
positive attitudes toward 
ministry and foster both an 
awareness of and a loyalty to 
the Southern Baptist heritage.

Thomas A. Kinchen

President

Sandra K. Richards

Director of Student Life and 
Marketing

JJ Lain

Graphic Designer

Part Time Staff:

Dylan Gary, Graphic Designer

Emma Lightsey, Photographer

Mia Osorio, Staff Writer
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Dear Friends,

Summer is in full motion on the campus of The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville. We 
have already hosted one mission group as they 
have worked on our student housing. The group 
that comes from Apopka and Tangerine is led by 
Dianne Lovett and Fran Carlton. This group always 
works hard and leaves strong evidence that they 
have been on the campus. Mrs. Lovett is a current 
trustee, and Mrs. Carlton is a former trustee of the 
College. They are very special friends. In just a few 
days, we will be welcoming the volunteer group 
from First Baptist Church of Orlando. When this 
group arrives, they bring whole families as well 
as couples and singles. In most years, the groups 
numbers around one hundred participants. The 
campus is literally alive with their activity.

This news about mission groups coming to work 
with us reminds us of the opportunities that we have 
to go and participate in mission service around the 
world. Our students, graduates, faculty, and staff 
are all dedicated to the mission of “Changing the 
World through the Unchanging Word.” Often, we 
get the idea that in order to participate in missions 
we must go to some strange location on a distant 
continent. The fact is that you can engage in mission 

activity right in your own community. Wherever we 
live there are people in need. Some are lonely; 
some are hungry; some need clothing. Not all of 
the needs are dramatic, but they are all real.

I want to urge you to join your Baptist College 
of Florida in its mission of “Changing the World 
through the Unchanging Word.” Not all can do 
everything. Not all can do the same thing. But all 
can do something. Through fervent prayer, let’s find 
our thing and do it.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen

President

A MESSAGE FROM THE

President

Dr. Kinchen loves 
to serve BCF 
students breakfast 
during finals week.
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THE DOOR IS WIDE OPEN
The Inclusiveness of Christianity

Dr. Richard Elligson
Chair of the Theology Division

Narrowminded. Intolerant. Exclusive. 
Rightwing.       Radical.         Bigoted.

These seem to be the characteristics too often ascribed 

to evangelical Christians. But this is nothing new. “The 

problem with your brand of Christianity is that it is too 

narrow; it’s too exclusive; it keeps people out of heaven.” 

That’s what a prominent college professor at a Christian 

college told me more than twenty years ago. The 

problem is, he was as wrong then as our critics are today.

I was a graduate seminary student at the time, 

working on my doctoral dissertation. My topic was 

environmental theology (also known as ecotheology). 

For years, secularists and more moderate Christians had 

been weighing in on the environmental movement, 

mankind’s relationship with creation, the meaning of 

dominion, the health of planet Earth, etc. Evangelicals, 

on the other hand, tended either to make light of the 

discussion or ignore it altogether, thinking interest in 

such things would quickly fade. Needless to say, it didn’t.

In my research, I came upon a Christian-college 

professor who authored numerous books and 

articles dealing with ecotheology’s various topics. 

He claimed to be a mainline Christian, but his beliefs 

were anything but mainline. (In our first conversation 

he pointed out that he too, had been born again. In 

fact, he claimed to have been born again multiple 

times!) Whereas most theologians tend to examine 

environmental issues from a distinct perspective, this 

professor opted for a more pluralistic approach. Using 

a controversial view of God known as process theology, 

he combined elements of evangelical Christianity, 

Zen Buddhism, feminism, liberation theology, 

Hinduism, and traditional animistic religions. His final 

product looked nothing like the biblical teachings.

While our relationship was cordial and our 

The Baptist College of Florida
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conversations respectful, we obviously disagreed 

with each other. Following our final interview, 

a lengthy in-person discussion, the gentlemen 

leaned back in his chair and said with a sigh, “The 

problem with your brand of Christianity is that it is 

too narrow; it’s too exclusive; it keeps people out of 

heaven.” By God’s grace and without missing a beat, 

I responded, “Sir, with all due respect, you are just 

plain wrong. The biblical Christianity that I hold is 

not exclusive. In fact, it is the most inclusive religion 

there is. Anybody, anywhere, from any background 

and with any past, who is willing to repent of their 

sins and trust Christ can be saved. The Lord Jesus still 

stands ready to receive, and His arms are wide open.”

That was over twenty years ago. It was true then, 

and it is true today. Jesus did say the gate that 

leads to life is narrow, but the pathway to it is 

well marked and punctuated with invitations 

of “whosoever will may come.” The gate may 

indeed be narrow, but it still stands wide open.

Dr. Richard Elligson I Chair of the Theology 
Division at The Baptist College of Florida

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.”

John 3:16
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On May 24, 2022, the Board of Trustees at 
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) met in the 
Gallery of the Deese Center to receive reports 
from the standing committees on building 
and maintenance, curriculum, development, 
finance, as well as a report from the executive 
committee. The meeting began with a heartfelt 
devotion led by Trustee Chair Marvin Pittman 
from Bartow followed by prayer by Tim Maynard, 
Lead Pastor at Fruit Cove Baptist Church.

With 100% present, each committee shared 
highlights from their area of responsibility 
with recommendations and campus wide 
information updates. The finance committee 
also discussed the plans for the upcoming 
retirement celebration of BCF President Thomas 
A. Kinchen and Ms. Ruth Ann scheduled for 
December which led to the executive committee 
recognizing the presidential search committee. 

The Bylaws of the college required a five-
member presidential search committee which 
was elected during the January 2022 board 
meeting. Members included Chair R. C. Mills 
of Ponte Vedra, Vice-Chair Chris Coram of 
Jacksonville, Melodee Davis of Avon Park, 
Al Guettler of Chipley, and Otto Fernandez 

of Miami. After many conversations, hours 
of praying, and extensive interviews, the 
presidential search committee presented 
a name before the board that they felt 
would provide the visionary leadership 
required for the college that is committed 
to training the next greatest generation.  

Having heard from the heart of the presidential 
search committee’s selection, the board of 
trustees of The Baptist College of Florida 
unanimously elected Clayton Cloer, senior 
pastor of the Church at the Cross in Orlando, 
to serve as the institution’s seventh president. 
Cloer, and his wife, Linda, are no strangers 
to BCF since their son, Nathan, graduated 
from the college with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Ministry Studies in 2016. According to Kinchen, 
“Clayton Cloer will serve with distinction and 
honor in this unique place. He has a heart 
for the local church and for the development 
of ministers in Bible-based, Christ-centered 
higher education.  His experience in business, 
the local church, and the denomination at 
multiple levels makes him a great fit for BCF.”

Our  BCF Family Welcomes President-  
Elect Dr. Clayton Cloer and Ms. Linda!

BCF Trustees Update...
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In addition to the actual graduation ceremony, 
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
holds two special events to recognize graduating 
seniors for their academic achievements and 
identify one ministerial student for excellence in 
preaching. This semester, the two services were 
held on the Graceville campus on May 9 and 10.

BCF Senior Samuel Bodo was selected by the 
faculty to receive the Presidential Excellence in 
Preaching Award and given the opportunity to 
preach in the R. G. Lee Chapel in front of his peers 
and his professors. During the service held on 
May 9, Bodo shared a message from Ephesians 
2:1-10, focusing on the question, “What keeps 
you going?” For a Christian, Bodo shared that 
“what pushes us and drives us is God and His 
mercy towards us because we are saved by grace 
alone, through faith alone.” According to Bodo, 
this motivation allows Christians to not only walk 
away from their own sin but to have a passion 
for reaching those still dead in their trespasses.

On May 10, BCF held Senior Honors Day where 
graduating seniors received their honor stoles 
and certificates for their academic achievements. 
Senior Class President Alexis Winsor welcomed 
those attending and shared the profound impact 
BCF has had on this class of graduates particularly, 

as they persevered through Hurricane Michael 
and the COVID pandemic. Her heartfelt welcome 
was followed by a senior led time of praise and 
worship. Class Vice President Kerrie Edwards 
presented the senior class project to BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen which was a donation 
toward hammocking locations on campus. Her 
presentation included a small hand-painted canvas 
of Kinchen relaxing in a hammock by Lake Albert.

Following the presentation of awards, Kinchen 
addressed the seniors sharing from Mark 12:41-
44, highlighting the widow’s offering and how 
she gave her all; challenging the graduates 
to give their all to the one who truly deserves 
honor. There was a special luncheon held after 
the service in honor of the graduating seniors.

BCF Graduation, Honor’s Day 
& Student Preacher

BCF Trustees Update...
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NOT PICTURED:
William Beckett III, Clark Kilgore, Jared Lipskoch, Daniel Love, Dylan McGee, Matthew Stucky

Isis Masterpalo
Winter Garden, FL

Riley Higgins
Sanford, FL

Samuel Bodo
St. Johns, FL

Shawn Branham
Lake Butler, FL

Henry McGill
Milton, FL

Mary Klein
Lakeland, FL

Kerrie Edwards
Quincy, FL

Amy O’Neal
Plant City, FL

Lesa Knight
Lakeland, TN

Savannah Gallo
Plantation, FL

Jacob Perry
Palatka, FL

Corinne Krug
Monkton, MO

Grady Gomillion
Defuniak, FL

Marilyn Royston
Jacksonville, FL

David Harris
Fort White, FL

Aubree Lindow
Lakeland, FL

Elizabeth Simmons
Tallahassee, FL

Jonathan Treadway
Malone, FL

Isaac Tullis
Navarre, FL

Jacueline Vanscooter
Panama City, FL

Paul Baugher
Lakeland, FL

Alexis Winsor
Phenix City, AL

Allison Young
Mayfield, KY

Congratulations
Class of 2022!

Matthew 28:19-20
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to follow all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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Class of 2022!
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P reparing and equipping         
students to fulfill the Great 
Commission is one of 
the primary goals of The 

Baptist College of Florida (BCF) and 
it is exciting to see that  happening in 
the lives of the students. One of those 
students is Mary Klein who spent the fall 
semester on mission in London. Her journey 
was full of    trusting God through the unexpected 
and relying on Him to use her wherever she was.

F o r t u n a t e l y , 
the IMB was 
very supportive 
with all of the 

logistical details 
of actually getting 

her to London. 
Upon arrival, Klein 

stayed with two other 
young women who served 

with her and they all became 
very dear friends. According to Klein, 

they spent much of their time together on “the 
tube” (the subway system) because as they say in 
London, “London is an hour away from London.” 
The mission team met weekly with supervisors and 
daily with either missionary families or journeymen 
who guided them as they helped with evangelistic 
efforts.

Klein noted that the mission field in London was 
quite dynamic because there were many people 
groups and they naturally segregate. Klein lived 
and worked in a Jewish area while her sister lives 
and works in a predominately Muslim area. She 
shared that it was very overwhelming at times as 
she faced some expected challenges, like rejection 
of the gospel; and some unexpected challenges, 
such as differences in missional strategies. Through 
all of her experiences, she learned of the heavy 
spiritual darkness present in London as well as of 
the Lord’s provision through missionaries and His 
church. Klein concluded her thoughts by asking us 
to “Earnestly pray for our missionaries. That is the 
greatest need they have!”

STUDENT HIGHLIGHT

Klein is a senior Biblical Studies major at BCF 
from Lakeland, Fla., and felt the call to the mission 
field early on in her preparation. Last year, she 
applied with the International Mission Board (IMB) 
and was accepted to go to Russia for a semester. 
Klein had already begun raising support for her trip 
when the IMB withdrew missionaries from Russia 
for security reasons, just a few months before 
she was supposed to leave. Thankfully, Klein was 
reassigned to London which was a source of both 
joy and anxiety; joy because her sister and brother-
in-law, Ross and Sarah Ponder, both BCF alumni, 
are missionaries in London; anxiety because she 
didn’t know what this new assignment would look 
like and where her financial support would come 
from. Amazingly, much of the financial support she 
received were large, anonymous donations that 
came during those times of the unknown. “All the 
moments I felt anxious, the Lord showed He was 
providing not only financially but emotionally as 
well,” shared Klein.

Finally, the big day arrived and Klein was flying 
alone and internationally for the very first time. 

BCF Student
on Mission

in London
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I (James Kerr) sat with rapt 
attention listening to Dr. 
Jumper teach on the 
exclusivity of Christ 

from John 14:6 in my first 
class at The Baptist College 
of Florida. It was the first 
time I heard the word 
exclusivity as it pertains 
to the gospel. He taught 
clearly from the passage 
that the gospel is for all 
people (inclusive) but only 
through Jesus (exclusivity). 
For me, this one lecture, from 
one class changed everything.

and our daughter Hannah to Latin 
America. I trained indigenous 

pastors in Ecuador to reach 
their neighbors with the 
inclusive exclusivity of the 
gospel.

After health concerns brought 
us back to the United States, 

I served at East Brent Baptist 
Church working with students, 

Hispanics, and missions. There 
we supported mission efforts in 

Guatemala with this same message 
of the inclusive exclusivity of the gospel.

Now I serve as the Lead Pastor of Clough Pike 
Baptist Church in Cincinnati, OH. We engage the 
nations around us and the world with the message 
of the inclusive exclusivity of the gospel. We do this 
because Jesus is worthy and he is the only way.

I have served in ministry for twenty years in various 
pastoral roles, as a missionary, and Army Chaplain. 
I graduated from BCF in 2006 (BA), SBTS in 2010 
(MDiv), and again from SBTS in 2020 (DMiss). None 
of the degrees or experiences compare to what I 
learned on that first day, the inclusive exclusivity of 
the gospel, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (Jn 14:6).

Less than six months after that lecture, I 
was deployed to the Middle East for Operation 
Enduring Freedom. My job as a Soldier had me 
work with people from many different nations. I 
was able to share the gospel with Middle Eastern 
Muslims, Atheists, Mormons, Animistic Catholics, 
and Hindus, inclusive exclusivity.

By God’s grace, I served churches in Florida and 
Kentucky while getting an MDiv at The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. I returned to Florida 
to serve as an Executive and Missions Pastor where 
we engaged Somali Refugees, sent missionaries 
to Indonesia, South America, and Africa, once 
again it was the burning of the inclusive exclusivity 
of the gospel of Jesus that fueled my passion for 
missions. A burning that led me, my wife Katie, 

BCF Alumni Living 
on Mission

ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT
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In life we always want to start what we finish. Come back to where 
we started. In many ways’ kind of like a circle.

Actually, our lives are a series of circles - circle time in kindergarten, 
circle of friends in elementary/middle school, circle of trust with 
friends in high school, and inner circle within our families.

We experience the winners circle getting a big job and go to Circle 
K to get gas. Read Family Circle with an article on crop circles as 
we sit on our couch at 111 Circle. Then we wait for dinner at Circle 
Grill later seeing Cirque du Soliel.

Whew! But have we ever come full circle in our lives? Being at The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) has brought me, Lisa Kinchen, 
full circle in many ways.

When I moved to Graceville in 1990, I thought my life was over. 
I was a junior in high school and my friend circle was empty. The 
college, then Florida Baptist Theological College (FBTC), had 
started BCM (Baptist Collegiate Ministries) and JAM (Jesus and 
Me) teams to do lock-ins. To meet Christians, close to my own 
age, I decided to go. Even though I was younger than the FBTC 
students, Steve Loy and other students welcomed me.

I joined a JAM team and the foundation was set. Steve, his 
girlfriend Leah, myself, and a few others formed a tight knit group 
that did almost everything - studying, making dinner, selling 
cookware, watching movies, going to church - together. Steve 
and Leah eventually married and I was proud to be a bridesmaid 
in their wedding. I even caught the bouquet!

I graduated from FBTC, the years passed and we all moved on, 
but Steve and Leah always kept up and in touch and would ask 
my parents how I (and eventually my own family) were doing. 
Steve even offered to help put in a good word for my daughter 
when she was looking for a college to attend!

God brought me back to work for BCF in the Orlando office and 
now I’m back at the main campus (again!) working and teaching. 
My oldest son Neal Potter graduated from BCF; I graduated 
from BCF with my Master of Arts degree in Music and Worship 
Leadership; and I received word that Steve and Leah were coming 
to Preview Day a few weeks ago as their daughter Hannah would 
be attending BCF in the Fall. When we saw each other, it was 
just like no time had passed and we were right back at FBTC. 
We laughed, talked, and shared what had been happening over 
the years.

We never knew when we first met that our circle was starting, that 
it was going to be so wide, or that our children would bring it back 

BCF Alumni Come 
Full Circle

around by both attending their parents’ alma mater. I do think 
though that we always knew in some way our circle was always 
going to be “full” because of the friendship and love in Christ we 
found as students.

You CAN start what you finished, and you CAN go back home. 
God bringing me to Graceville to be a student at FBTC/BCF so 
many years ago made “coming full circle” with my friends Steve 
and Leah Loy one of the best circles of my life.

According to Student Life and Marketing Director Sandra 
Richards, Steve Loy is a two-time graduate of BCF and current 
pastor of Spruce Creek Baptist Church Daytona, Fla. He was the 
youngest student on campus when he began his journey at BCF 
in 1990 the same year Thomas A. Kinchen became president. 
Loy helped introduce BCM which still has a major impact on 
the campus today. After earning his Associate of Arts degree 
in Christian Education in 1996, Loy married his wife Leah and 
became a church planter. A few years later, he returned to BCF 
to complete his Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies. Loy shared 
that no matter where he was or what ministry he was involved in, 
BCF came alongside him to encourage his service to the Lord, 
“I never knew that the school would have such an effect on my 
ministry and family and play such a big role in it for 31 years.”

Six months ago, Loy was hospitalized for an extreme case of 
Covid-19. He was on a ventilator for six days and was in a coma 
for some time. His family began to fear the worst but he believes 
the power of prayer from his family, BCF and church family, and 
others around the world is what got him through. His ICU nurse 
shared that he was one of the few who made it out. He is doing 
much better now and is excited to see his daughter’s journey 
beginning at BCF.

Full circle indeed.

Written by Lisa Kinchen

Steve Loy, Lisa Kinchen, 
Leah Loy
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General Recital - Three general 
recitals were held on Mar. 

16, Apr. 6, and Apr. 27 in 
the R.G. Lee Chapel. 
Students showcased 
the musical pieces they 
have been working 
on through the first 

half of the semester. 
Recitals are a graded 

course for music students 
to gain practical experience 

in performance while receiving 
college credit and building a nuanced 

repertoire. Recitals are open to the public.

Spring Concert - The Music and Worship Division 
at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) went above 
spectacular in presenting the Spring Concert on 
May 10, in the historic R.G. Lee Chapel. An amazing 
collection of worship and seasonally themed 
arrangements were performed by the BCF College 
Singers, Jazz Band, and the Guitar Ensemble. The 
entire evening was breathtaking from the first song 
until the very last - the ageless rendition of Numbers 
6:24-26, “The Lord Bless You and Keep You,” sung 
acapella with the BCF College Singers dispersed 
throughout the chapel.

Senior Recital -  Senior Music students Riley Higgins, 
Isis Masterpalo, and David Harris performed their 
Senior Recitals at 3:00 pm on May 9,  in the R.G. 
Lee Chapel. They worked incredibly hard on their 
impressive repertoires of  vocal and instrumental 

pieces. Recitals are open to 
students, faculty, families, and 

the public, and there was 
an excellent attendance 
at the event. The 
Music and Worship 
Division provided a 
reception with pastries 
and punch after the 

performances.

Preview Day -  Each semester, the faculty, staff, and 
students at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville, welcome with excitement prospective 
students to the bi-annual Preview Day/Open House 
event. The Spring Preview Day was held on March 7, 
as inquisitive students and their families gathered on 
the campus to see if BCF was the place where they 
should continue their education.

Youth Rally -  The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
was able to participate in the exciting South Florida 
Baptist Association Youth Rally, “DISRUPT: Break 
from The Norm,” held on Saturday, February 26. 
According to BCF Lakeland Site Administrator Stephen 
Thomas, there were over 200 young people gathered 
at Crestview Baptist Church in Lakeland 
Fla., ready to worship and also 
hear about the academic 
opportunities available at 
The Baptist College of 
Florida in Lakeland.

The Evening of Class 
- For several years, 
The Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville, Fla., has hosted 
an elegant and fun dining 
experience called an Evening 
of Class for students that participated i n 
an etiquette class taught on campus. With flowing 
gowns and dashing suits, students were greeted 
by faculty and staff as they entered the beautifully 
decorated banquet hall on March 15. Students were 
served their choice of chicken cordon bleu or steak 
which was plated and delivered carefully by their 
professors and staff members. For dessert, everyone 
enjoyed delicious cheesecake followed by a heart-
felt welcome and brief entertainment. BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann were 
seated at the head table and students watched 
carefully taking their etiquette cues for the evening 
from them. A beautifully lit backdrop was available for 
pictures and in spite of the unexpected rain shower, 
students were dressed to impress and followed every 
directive learned in the etiquette class.

BCF Spring Highlights

BCF Student
Isis Masterpalo’s

Senior Recital

BCF 
Lakeland 

Campus hosts 
Youth Rally

BCF Faculty 
& Staff Serve 

during the 
Evening 

of Class
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Move in Day - 8.8.22

Game Night - 8.12.22 Night of worship - 8.13.22

BCF Olympics - 9.8.22

first fall chapel - 8.15.22

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Smith, Terri (Jack) (‘92) is currently serving as 
principal of the grammar school where she has 
taught for 19 years. She can be reached at (863) 
557-7555; tsmith@gcalakeland.org; 164 Bahia 

Court, Winter Haven, FL 33880.

Moore, Lea (‘06) is faithfully attending and serving 
at Calvary Baptist Church in Cairo, GA. She is serving 
there by singing in the choir and working with kids. 
She can be contacted at (229) 205-2414; P.O. Box 

93, Calvary, GA 39829; KeepingtheLordfirst1@gmail.com.

Johnson, Jordan (Emma) (‘17) has responded to 
the calli of being the children and student pastor at 
Wright Baptist Church in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. The 
Lord has used Jordan to get the AWANA program 

off to a great start! Please join them in prayer for the growth 
of the church and the impact they have on the community 
as a whole. Jordan can be reached at email Jordan.johnson@
wrightbaptist.org; (850) 530-1774; 32 Carson Dr. SE Apt. 202, 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548.

Davis, Richard  (‘82) went to 
be with the Lord on December 
6, 2020. He is survived by his 

loving wife of 45 years, Julie. He served as a Vietnam Veteran 
in the Air Force and received a Bachelor of Ministry Degree in 
Religious Education. He worked at the Marion County Sheriff’s 
Department and retired from the Marion County Veterans 
Services.

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us at 
800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.edu.

Condolences

ALUMNI UPDATES
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