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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training for 
Christian leaders through awarding certificates and associate, 
baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-educational post-
secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities 
in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area 
of personal growth, we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; 
develop cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide 
range of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal and 
social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining 
biblical and religious data; we also assist students in learning 
and living the Christian life. In terms of professional growth, 
students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance 
opportunities for ministry, and they learn to master a 
specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward 
ministry and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the 
Southern Baptist heritage.
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led in prayer and faith. I am old enough to 
remember the cowboy heroes of yesteryear, 
and my favorite of all of these is John Wayne. 
I have told many folks that Jim Henry is my 
John Wayne. He is always where he needs to 
be to do the right things for the right reasons. 
The Baptist College of Florida is honored to 
bestow this degree on Dr. Jim Henry.

  It is festival season in Graceville from the 
Holiday Heritage Festival to the Christmas 
Parade to the Christmas Concert, our people 
have led in bringing joy and fellowship to 
people throughout our area. 

  As I began this letter, I said that I cannot 
comprehend the blessings of our Lord during 
the year that is rapidly coming to a close. 
While writing of many of the things that have 
happened, I have been reminded that our Lord 
is bigger than we can imagine, closer than we 
can imagine, closer than we can comprehend, 
and far more loving than our minds can 
conceive.  May God Bless you at this most 
wonderful time and prepare you for the new 
year that lies ahead. 

                         Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Dear Friends,

  As I pause to share this message with 
you, I am absolutely amazed at all that has 
happened during 2021. God has blessed in 
so many ways that I cannot wrap my mind 
around it. Thankfully He calls us not to 
understand all of His ways but to follow 
Him. The picture on the front of this issue 
of Echoes shows the Christmas tree that 
we have in the Gazebo in the middle of the 
Graceville campus. Every time that I look at 
this tree and see the beautiful red ribbon I 
am reminded that the Christmas story leads 
to Calvary. I am so grateful for His gifts to us 
then and now.

  As you read the articles in this issue, 
you will note that we are growing through 
additional campuses. Our Lakeland campus 
is open and operating. We are in the process 
of pursuing the possibility of a new campus 
in Miami. If all of our plans work out, we 
will have campuses in North, Central, and 
Southeast Florida. This will provide us with a 
wonderful opportunity to serve the Christian 
higher education needs of the entire state. 
The planned expansion had led us to pursue 
a new name for the school. We are working 
currently to get all of the approvals needed 
for this action. The new name will definitely 
include the designation of University. All of 

these events are significant in the life of this 
unique school.

  The 2021 Missions Conference was a great 
success. I am so grateful for all of those 
who worked so diligently to make this event 
possible. I am especially grateful to Dr. 
Tommy Green, Dr. Paul Chitwood, and Dr. 
Kevin Ezell for their participation. The service 
rendered by the Florida Baptist Disaster Relief 
team reminded us that we are prepared to do 
whatever is necessary, whenever it is necessary, 
wherever it is necessary to God’s glory.

  I always tell folks that they can evaluate the 
work of the College by looking at our alumni 
and their service to our Lord. Every time 
that I attend a meeting of Florida Baptists or 
Southern Baptists, I am so grateful for the 
alumni that I see leading out in positions of 
service. This school which has been established 
and sustained by God is providing well trained 
workers in His Kingdom.

  During our Winter Commencement Service, 
we had the pleasure of awarding an honorary 
doctorate to Dr. Jim Henry. Dr. Henry has been 
a stalwart in Florida and Southern Baptist life. 
The leadership decisions that he has made have 
not always been popular, but they have been 

MERRY CHRISTMAS...
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 During their Pre-Convention Meeting on October 26, 2021, 
the Board of Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) received reports of campus repairs and restoration as 
well as adopted plans for future expansion across the state. 
Campus repairs are still being made due to the damage from 
Hurricane Michael. BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen 
reported that negotiations regarding insurance settlements 
from the hurricane are apparently nearing completion.

 As a part of the long-range plan of the College to reach all of 
Florida with its programming, trustees approved a program for 
the establishment of a South Florida Campus at the Southeast 
Florida Center of the Florida Baptist Convention in Hialeah. 
This campus will afford students in the South Florida area 
with the option of pursuing a program of study in a Christ-
centered, Bible-based, accredited and affordable institution. 
President Kinchen reported that he has met with the Florida 
Baptist Convention staff as well as leaders in the Haitian, 
Hispanic, African American, and Anglo churches in the area. 
The meeting was described as exciting and informative. 
The BCF President noted, “I have never met with a group 
that showed more enthusiasm and had a better grip on the 
reality and responsibilities for starting a new program of 
Christian higher education.” If all preliminary planning and 
organization can be completed, the South Florida Campus is 
scheduled to begin offering classes in August 2022.

 After the vote to establish the South Florida Campus was 
completed, the BCF President noted that the College would 
now have a North Florida campus in Graceville, a Central 
Florida campus in Lakeland, and a South Florida campus in 
Hialeah. He noted to the Board several changes in the life 
of the school since it was named The Baptist College of 
Florida in 2000. The institution has established a graduate 
school, added several new fields of study, and established 
two new campuses. As a result of all of the changes that have 
occurred, the BCF President recommended that the name 
of the school be changed with the new name including the 
designation of “University.” The school has been technically 
eligible to adopt this designation for several years, but the 
leadership has waited until this time to pursue the name 
change. The name adopted is Florida Baptist University. 
Before that name can be official, there are several steps that 

must be completed including actions by: The Secretary of State of 
the State of Florida, the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, and the Commission for 
Independent Education of the Florida Department of Education. 
“While this process will take quite some time, we are truly excited 
about unveiling a new name that communicates the breadth and 
depth of our programming,” stated Kinchen. “We are also glad to 
state that while the name may change, the heart and mission of the 
school will remain constant.”

 At their Annual Meeting in May 2021, trustees approved the 
creation of a committee to develop a Presidential Succession Plan 
for the college. At the conclusion of the October meeting, BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen announced that he had prayerfully 
decided on a retirement plan. He noted that since the Trustees 
had adopted an exciting and challenging plan for growth over 
the next several months, it was not his plan to retire immediately. 
“I want the Succession Committee as well as eventually a 
Selection Committee to have plenty of time to function in an 
orderly manner,” stated Kinchen. “Therefore, my plan is to retire 
effective December 31, 2022. At that time, Ruth Ann and I will 
have completed thirty-two and one-half years here, and I will 
be seventy-six years old. That’s enough.” The BCF President 
further stated, “This announcement comes as the result of my own 
initiative with no pressure or suggestion from anyone. I love what 
I do, and I love the people with whom I work. My sincere prayer is 
for a bright and fruitful future for this fantastic institution.”

BCF TRUSTEES ADOPT EXPANSION PLANS, A NAME CHANGE, 
AND RECEIVE PRESIDENT’S PLAN FOR RETIREMENT

  BCF Trustees meet and discuss the business of the college.
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BCF PARTICIPATES IN THE 2021
                          FLORIDA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION

BCF Jazz Band preforms at dinner during the
Florida Baptist Convention.

  On November 7-9, representatives from The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville took part in the Florida 
Baptist Pastor’s Conference and the annual meeting of the 
Florida Baptist State Convention held at Lakes Church in 
Lakeland, Fla. The theme for this year’s convention meeting 
was “Blessed Be the Tie:  A Family Gathering” and it was 
truly a family gathering.

   Messengers, exhibitors, and visitors attending the 2021 
convention were greeted by the smiling faces of BCF students 
serving in the registration area as they verified credentials and 
registered those in attendance. BCF was also well represented 
during the Pastor’s Conference with 2006 Graduate Stephen 
Wolgamott leading the Praise and Worship time and during 
the convention meeting, 2006 Graduate James Ross preached 
the convention sermon. United in worship and united during 
the business of the convention, several BCF graduates held 
leadership roles during nominations and reporting.

    The 2021 annual meeting began Monday afternoon with 
powerful preaching and the BCF Jazz Band performing 
at dinner, followed by reports on Tuesday from all of 
the cooperating ministries in the convention. BCF was 
represented by a video of BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen 
addressing messengers and illustrating how The Baptist 
College of Florida is focused on sending out the next greatest 
generation of Christian leaders. Kinchen shared his heart and 
vision for reaching the world by equipping and preparing 
students for the challenges of sharing the Good News.

   The BCF Admissions Team and Lakeland Campus Site 
Administrator Stephen Thomas manned an exhibit booth 
at the convention where visitors received information on 
regionally accredited and affordable degrees available on the 
Graceville campus, the Lakeland campus, and completely 
online. Homeschool and private school juniors and seniors 
were introduced to the Dual Enrolled program available 
online.  Around the booth, the convention was nothing less 
than a “family reunion” as many members of the BCF family 
and friends stopped by the booth rekindling friendships, 
signing the alumni book, and gathering information on 
upcoming campus projects and new ventures.

    It was truly an exciting convention as BCF graduates 
were leading in worship, preaching, and presenting degree 
opportunities for future leaders. Championing the cooperative 
spirit of “Right Beside You” under the strong leadership 
of Executive Director-Treasurer Tommy Green, the entire 
convention was encouraging and uplifting. Within this 
cooperative spirit, BCF remains focused on training students 
in “Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®.” 

Stephen Thomas, Lakeland Campus Administrator, 
speaks with prospective student.

Caleb McVay and Neal Potter register Messengers.

“BLESSED BE THE TIE: 
A FAMILY GATHERING”

THANK YOU FLORIDA
       BAPTISTS FOR 
BEING RIGHT BESIDE US!
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BCF MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
“TURNING CHALLENGES INTO OPPORTUNITIES”

Paul Chitwood (Left), Tommy Green (Middle), and Kevin Ezell (Right) lead chapel during BCF's Mission Conference.

"Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®" is 
not just the registered trademark for The Baptist College of 
Florida (BCF); it's the school's mission. And at no time during 
the year is that fact more evident than during the Annual 
Missions Conference. Held each year in October, the missions 
conference continues to be a much-anticipated highlight of 
the year. And this year's conference was no exception. As 
the three-day event began, missionaries from local, national, 
and international organizations were busy setting up their 
displays in the BCF Wellness Center. This year, more than 20 
missions’ ministries and agencies participated. "We couldn’t 
do the conference last year, so the ability to do a conference 
of this magnitude with everything going on is just a blessing,” 
noted Rich Elligson, BCF Theology Division Chair, Professor 
of Missions, and event coordinator. “Out of all of the events 
on campus, the missions conference is one of the best. It 
involves so many participants—both on the front lines and 
behind the scenes—to make it a success. Yet everyone works 
together to emphasize our unified commitment to the Great 
Commission.”

“The misions conference has always been one of the 
highlights on our annual schedule,” stated BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen. “This year, we were blessed to have 
Tommy Green, Executive Director-Treasurer of the Florida 
Baptist Convention, as our keynote chapel speaker, and 
virtual conversations with Paul Chitwood, President of 
the International Mission Board (IMB) and Kevin Ezell, 
President of the North American Mission Board (NAMB).”

In addition to the informative chapel services, lunch was 
served on Tuesday by the Florida Baptist Disaster Relief 

Team to help highlight their work and thank students for 
their willingness to help out when disaster strikes. Besides 
their table displays, mission agency representatives spoke 
in various classes, engaged BCF students and guests, and 
participated in the annual Missions Roundtable Discussion. 
All of the activities were designed to educate students in 
the area of missions, to introduce them to the many mission 
opportunities available here and around the world, and in 
turn, to introduce agency representatives to the first-class 
students BCF produces.

“The conference was a success by nearly every measure,” 
Elligson stated. “Logistically, things went smoothly; our 
speakers were outstanding; our mission reps were engaging; 
and most importantly, our students were connected with 
mission agencies and ministries in a personal way that will 
hopefully challenge them to explore God’s call upon their 
individual lives. Beyond that, it was great to see the mission 
agency representatives connecting to each other, renewing 
old friendships and developing new ones.”

BCF senior intern Emilie Gainey commented, “I was amazed 
at the people I met during mission’s week. Each one I talked 
to had a unique story about the events and circumstances of 
their lives that God used to bring them to this place in their 
ministry journey. As a mission’s student, this conference 
strengthened my heartbeat towards missions. As an intern, 
I learned a lot from Dr. Elligson and from the organizations 
that attended. I may not know much, but I do know this: I am 
prepared to do conferences like this once I get out on the field 
because of the experience and guidance I received.”
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Members of the Florida Baptist Convention share what they do with BCF students.

Dr. Kinchen prays before the pastor's prayer breakfast.

The Florida Disaster Relief Team provided lunch one day for the Missions Conference.

Dr. Tommy Green, Executive Director-Treasurer of the Florida 
Baptist Convention, answers questions from BCF students.

U.S. Navy Chaplain explains his duties within the military.

Dr. Elligson leads missions round table discussions.

MISSIONS CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
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Todd Unzicker

Two graduates from The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
are putting their education and training 
into kingdom work within the Baptist 
State Convention of North Carolina. 
BCF Graduate Todd Unzicker recently 
became the state convention’s executive 
director-treasurer in May during a special 
called meeting of the state convention. 
Along with Unzicker, BCF Graduate 
Zeb Cook was elected vice president of 
the Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina's board of directors in a role 
that begins in January 2022.

Unzicker has been married to his 
wife, Ashley, since 2007, and they 
have three children. Currently living 
in Wake Forest, Unzicker is a native 
of Fairfax, Virginia, just outside of 
Washington, D.C. Unzicker graduated 
with honors from The Baptist College 
of Florida in 2011 with a bachelor's 
degree in ministry studies and later 

earned his Master’s of Divinity from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Unzicker worked as a 
sports writer for the nationally ranked 
University of Georgia football team 
prior to his salvation and call to 
ministry. Unzicker has served in 
senior leadership positions in the 
local church and the Southern Baptist 
Convention, as well as a director of 
missions in Florida and a missionary 
in Central America. Prior to taking the 
new position with the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention, Unzicker held 
staff positions at The Summit Church 
in Raleigh-Durham including head of 
staff, pastor of sending, and campus 
pastor. During Unzicker’s time as 
pastor of sending, the Summit became 
the top missions-sending church in the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
and the top Cooperative Program 
contributing church in North Carolina.
A 2006 theology graduate of The 

Baptist College of Florida, Cook is 
the current Chairman of the Baptist 
State Convention of North Carolina's 
Budget Special Committee, and 
the Senior Pastor of Apex Baptist 
Church in Apex, NC. Cook was 
nominated by Steven Wade, pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church in Youngsville, 
and ran unopposed for the position of 
board vice president. Cook has been 
in ministry for over 17 years sharing 
the gospel. He and his wife, Dayna, 
have three children. He was born in 
Gainesville, Florida, and raised in 
Newberry, Florida, a small farming 
community.

BCF Alumni Unzicker and Cook are 
passionate about serving the Lord in 
North Carolina. Friends and family 
at their alma mater will be cheering 
them on as they continue to make 
a difference in the lives of those 
around them. 

BCF ALUMNI MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
IN NORTH CAROLINA

Zeb Cook
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Lee Chapel for a special honors chapel service recognizing 
seniors who excelled academically. Senior Honors Day 
activities included a time of praise and worship led by 
graduates, recognition of those who had earned high 
GPA (grade point average) honors, the presentation of the 
senior class project, and a challenging message delivered 
by BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. Preaching from 
Mark 12:41, Kinchen asserted that we can be honored 
in numerous things and not just in wealth or material 
possessions. He stated, "The only pedigree that matters is 
that of Christ our Lord." It was an inspirational reminder 
for graduates as they continue their journey of "Changing 
the World Through the Unchanging Word.®"

The Presidential Excellence in Preaching Award has been 
presented and Senior Honors Day has taken place, the 
only item remaining on the graduates' check-list is the 
final commencement ceremony to be held on December 
10. Seniors will walk across the stage in the BCF Wellness 
Center to receive their hard-earned degrees and turn their 
tassels. Following this special day, several will go on to 
seminary or graduate school to pursue a master’s degree, 
while others will begin filling positions of leadership in 
areas of ministry, missions, music, education, business, 
and psychology.

It is an exciting time on The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) campus as graduating seniors complete their 
academic requirements, determine which direction the 
Lord is leading them, and receive accolades for a job well 
done. Recently on campus, Senior Honors Day was held 
to celebrate and recognize the academic achievements of 
graduating seniors and to congratulate the winner of the 
Presidential Excellence in Preaching Award.

The first award presented was the Presidential Excellence 
in Preaching Award to graduating senior Brandon Jesse 
Judd. Each semester, seniors in the pastoral ministry/
preaching class prepare and present sermons with the 
possibility of being selected to receive the preaching 
award and the opportunity to preach in the R. G. Lee 
Chapel before their peers and faculty. Commended for 
his undeniable gift of preaching, Judd earned the honor 
and preached a motivating sermon from 1 Corinthians 
15:1-11, focusing on the question, "Where does your 
priorities lie?" Judd emphasized that the most important 
thing in the world is sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
He presented three points about the gospel; “it’s simple, 
it’s very trustworthy, and it provides grace.” Judd did an 
outstanding job sharing what the Lord put on his heart and 
raised expectations for future student preachers.

On November 30, before gathering in the BCF Wellness 
Center for the Senior Honors Day Luncheon, friends and 
family members of the graduates assembled in the R.G. 

Presidential Excellence in Preaching Award goes to Brandon Jesse Judd.BCF Fall 2021 Class President Jesse Greenwood presents the class project to Dr. 
Kinchen from the senior class.

BCF CELEBRATES SENIOR HONORS AND 
STUDENT PREACHING AWARD



|  ECHOES10   

Stephen Attaway

1st row:  BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, Laurie S. Hargrave, Rebecca Strickland, Rashonda Johnston, Eveonna Nicole Williams, Melissa 
LeAnn Schmied, Kathryn Elisabeth Tipton, Emilie Grace Gainey, Kaylyn Searcy, Floresha Ann Pantlitz, Michelle Crane, Academic Dean Robin 
Jumper.

2nd row:  Alexis Winsor (Marshal), Samuel Isaiah Shirah, Stephen Craig Attaway, Caleb Wade McVay, John Slade Wicker, Jesse James 
Greenwood Jr., Glenn Frazier Bryant, Isis Masterpalo (Marshal).

3rd row:  Jordan Michael Ray Head, Clayton Andrew Terry, Nicholas A. Simmons, Hunter Page Searcy, Jason Harris.

Emilie GaineyGlenn Bryant Jesse Greenwood 
Jr.

Michelle Crane Laurie Hargrave

Jason Harris Rashonda Johnston

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2021!

Caleb McVay Floresha Pantlitz Melissa SchmiedJordan Head
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Kaylyn Searcy

NOT PICTURED: 
Deanna Brigmon, Grace Darlington, Zachary 
Diley, Kaleb Dillhyon, Cody Fletcher, Elijah 
Isabella, Brandon Jesse Judd, Hannah McFather, 
Courtney Newell, Rebecca Palmer, Christopher 
Pruitt.

Hunter Searcy Nicholas SimmonsSamuel Shirah Rebecca Strickland Clayton Terry

Kathryn Tipton Slade Wicker Eveonna Williams

A TIME TO CELEBRATE...
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James (Jim) Henry receives Honorary Doctrate from
The Baptist College of Florida.

 "Never, never, never settle for normal. If you do, don't tell 
anyone you graduated from The Baptist College of Florida," 
chuckled BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen during his 
motivating and inspirational commencement address to the 
graduating seniors of the Fall 2021 class. The graduation 
ceremony was held on December 10, in the BCF Wellness 
Center located on the beautiful Graceville campus. The 
campus courtyard was filled with excitement as family, 
friends, faculty, and staff arrived early, many traveling from 
great distances, to celebrate the momentous pinnacle of hard 
work, sacrifice, diligent study, and dedication the graduating 
seniors put into fulfilling the requirements for their degree.

 It was a joyous celebration as graduates walked across the 
stage to receive their diplomas. Families and friends lined the 
aisle as the Jazz Band conducted by BCF Professor Ronald 
Branning played "Pomp and Circumstance." Following the 
traditional processional, the invocation was given by Roger 
Richards, the John Sullivan Chair of Baptist History, Curator 
of the Florida Baptist Archives, and Professor of History 
and Christian Studies.  After the warm heartfelt invocation, 
BCF Music and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis led those 
attending in the great hymn favorite, "How Great Thou Art ."

 Kinchen welcomed guests and recognized family members 
who played such an important role in the lives and success 
of the graduates assembled. Kinchen also recognized and 
presented an Honorary Doctorate in Christian Letters degree to 
Dr. James (Jim) Henry; a highly respected leader of Southern 
Baptist, Florida Baptist, and The Baptist College of Florida. 
Before Kinchen offered the compelling commencement 
address from Luke 5:1-11 about "Let's go fishing...," the BCF 
College Singers performed the anthem, "Here I Am, Lord."  

Following the message and confirmation by the BCF 
Registrar Stephanie Orr and faculty, BCF Academic Dean 
Robin Jumper presented the graduates to Kinchen for final 
approval. Once approval was granted, the senior's names 
were called out one-by-one as they received their degree 
from Kinchen. Family and friends clapped and cheered as 

BCF CELEBRATES WITH NEW GRADUATES
the new college graduates obtained their degrees and could 
finally appreciate and celebrate all of their hard work. 

 Graduates were then instructed to turn their tassels from 
right to left, symbolizing the final official act of graduation. 
After the thunderous applause for the graduates, the audience 
joined the faculty, staff, and new alumni in singing the BCF 
college hymn, "Tell Me the Story of Jesus." Following a 
compassionate benediction by Jim Henry, the beloved former 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Orlando, the Jazz Band 
played the recessional piece, "Sine Nomine and then Oh, 
Happy Day" as the graduates left with diplomas in hand, 
excited for the future. The entire ceremony was a celebration 
of the academic accomplishments of the new graduates 
as they embarked on "Changing the World Through the 
Unchanging Word®."



13   WINTER 2021  |

BCF MULTIMEDIA MANAGER EARNS DOCTORATE

Dr. Justin McKinney

   Justin McKinney, Multimedia Manager and Adjunct 
Professor in the Music and Worship Division at The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, has 
recently completed all of the requirements necessary 
for his degree in Doctor of Worship Studies with a 
concentration in Leadership from Liberty University. In 
addition to maintaining a 4.0 GPA throughout his doctoral 
studies at Liberty, McKinney holds a Bachelor's in Music 
Education and Master’s degree in Music and Worship 
Leadership from The Baptist College of Florida.

   McKinney not only graduated from BCF twice, but 
BCF is where he met and married the love of his life Renee 
McKinney, a 2007 BCF cum laude Music Education 
graduate, and together they have three amazingly talented 
children, Arin, Annika, and Gabriel.

   After graduating from BCF, McKinney served for 8 
years at the First Baptist Church in Hendersonville, North 

Carolina, as the Associate Minister of Worship. He was 
responsible for all of the audio-visual needs, the church 
orchestra, the youth arts ministry, videography, and 
website. McKinney often led rehearsals for the praise 
band, praise team, and choir, as well as leading worship 
services and various other tasks (including an IMB 
Commissioning Service and a full Christmas production 
during an interim time when the Associate Pastor of 
Worship was called to another church).

   After FBC Hendersonville, McKinney served for four 
years at Seneca Baptist Church, in Seneca, South Carolina, 
as the Worship Pastor. He was responsible for all of the 
worship leadership including choir, audio-visual, age-
graded music ministries, and website. Throughout this 
time, McKinney and his wife, Renee, have assisted various 
missionary friends by providing audio-visual support, 
producing several videos (including a full documentary), 
and providing graphic design and website support.

   The entire BCF family is thrilled to congratulate Dr. 
McKinney and his family on such a wonderful, hard-
earned, well-deserved achievement. May the Lord 
continue to bless the McKinney family as they minister 
and serve at BCF!

Dr. McKinney with his family.

SAVE THE DATE
ELEVATE - JULY 11-15
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Dr. Kinchen and Mrs. Ruth Ann enjoy greeting guests at the 
Heritage Festival.

The community enjoys Holiday Heritage Festival.

WARM RECEPTION TO THE BCF CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 
AND STROLL THROUGH HERITAGE VILLAGE

The Music and Worship Division of The Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville received overwhelming 
praise after the three performances of the annual Christmas 
musical.  “Celebrate:  A Child Has Come” was a collection of 
beautiful, heartwarming Christmas arrangements presented 
by the BCF College Singers, One Voice Praise Team, the 
Guitar Ensemble, and the BCF Jazz Band. Highlighting the 
miraculous Christmas story and true meaning of Christmas 
through music, the spectacular sounds and sweet harmonies 
of the Music and Worship Division presented the perfect 
beginning to the Christmas season. Especially noteworthy 
and stunning was the beautiful, original arrangement by 
BCF Senior Rashonda Johnston, “How Great Our Joy.”

Following the musical performances on Friday, November 
19, guests gathered in Heritage Village for the annual 
Holiday Heritage Festival. The event was cancelled the 
last two years because of health and safety precautions due 
to Covid; however, this year, the sidewalks of the historic 
buildings were filled with treasures as artisans came to 
display their handiwork and creative skills while enjoying 
the sweet aroma of sugar cane juice brewing at the old 
mill. BCF students in the Teacher Education Division were 
dressed in age appropriate attire greeting elementary school 
students explaining the significance of maintaining their 

heritage, understanding the historic value of yesteryears, 
and lessons learned from the past. The event was not 
complete without the delicious homemade chili, chicken 
perlu, hotdogs, and goodies baked by the faculty and staff 
wives raising over $1150.00 for the scholarship fund.

“The Heritage Festival and concert provide a perfect 
launch pad for the holiday season on campus,” stated BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen. “This year is no exception, 
and I am very grateful to all of those who worked tirelessly 
to make this such a memorable blessing.”

BCF Music and Worship Division present the Christmas Musical.
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Graceville community celebrates together.

BCF hosted the community tree lighting ceremony with 
traditional Christmas carols led by the BCF College 
Singers.

Santa and Mrs. Clause made an appearance as well 
as a winter wonderland full of snow, Christmas music, 
twinkling lights, a rock wall, giant inflatable slide, 
kiddie train, and refreshments on hand for everyone 
who was in attendance.

The Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) at The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville co-hosted the 
Graceville Christmas Festival with the City of Graceville 
on Thursday, December 2. The spirit filled day started 
with the Christmas parade at 6:00 p.m. in downtown 
Graceville and ended up on Sanders Avenue in Heritage 
Village across from the BCF Archive building. The BCF 
Jazz Band was featured in the Christmas parade as they 
played jazzed up versions of Christmas carols, traveling 
from downtown to Heritage Village where the rest of the 
festivities occurred. Immediately following the parade, 

BCF CELEBRATED “GRACEVILLE CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL”
IN THE VILLAGE

BCF Jazz Band plays in the Graceville Christmas Parade.

BCF Student Daniel Shenning serves community members during 
the festival.
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The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
Adjunct Professor of History Bob 
Rogers recently signed a contract with 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
to revise and update the book, “A 
History of Mississippi Baptists.” The 
book was originally written by Richard 
Aubrey McLemore and published in 

BCF PROFESSOR TO UPDATE
 “A HISTORY OF MISSISSIPPI BAPTISTS”

BCF Adjunct History Professor Bob C. Rogers signs contract to 
update Mississippi history.

1971. There has been a lot of history 
recorded within the life of Mississippi 
Baptists since 1971 and Rogers plans 
to capture that treasured data in the 
revised/updated volume.

Rogers teaches two or three history 
courses per semester at BCF and is a 
dedicated, well-loved professor. He 

is a former pastor, now serving as the 
Chaplain at Forrest General Hospital in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Rogers holds 
degrees from Mississippi College (B.A.) 
and New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary (M.Div.; Ph.D.).
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BCF SEMESTER HIGHLIGHTS

BCF students participate in Candyland.

Rev. James  Oney and BCF Business Leadership Division Chair Chantel 
Oney facilitate discussion during  BCM Coffee Hour.

Students faculty and staff gather together for the National Day of Prayer.

BCF students enjoy friendly competition during BCM Trivia Night. BCF students enjoy fellowship at Midnight Breakfast.
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Don Riner (Gwen) (’78) 
is currently residing 
and actively serving 

at Community Church in Sumter, 
S.C. He can be reached by email at 
gwenri@yahoo.com; (803) 305-504

Dennis Newton (Avis) 
(’84) is residing in King 
George, VA. Being a 

pastor for 34 years in a small country 
church (Potomac Baptist Church). 
They can be contacted by phone (540) 
220-6921 and email ourbalm@aol.
com

Dennis Deese (Teri) 
(’90) will be celebrating 
14 years in evangelism 

in January and 39 years in ministry. 

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of promotional information sent to 
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They are living in Piney Flats, TN 
and can be reached by their website 
www.fantheflame.com; (423) 392-
7489; drdeese@gmail.com

Timothy Meadows (’97) is 
a Chaplain with WV State 
Department Correction Parkersburg 
Correctional and St. Marys 
Correctional Centers. He can be 
reached at P.O. Box 135, Saint 
Marys, WV 26170; (304) 617-
2515; putterpusher@hotmail.com

James Wetherington 
(Robin) (’02) is 
currently attending 
Renewed Church and 

residing in Kingsport, TN. He can 
be reached at 405 Gustavis Ave, 

Kingsport, TN 37664; (813) 917-
4281; jcwetherington@gmail.com

Reverend John H. Smith ('90)
Went to be with the Lord on 
October 31, 2021. He pastored for 
over 52 years in the Wiregrass and 
Tristate areas that include Florida, 
Alabama, and Georgia. Bro. John 
was known for being a loving 
friend and pastor to all people.

James M. “Jim” Henderson ('00)
Went to be with the Lord on 
November 9, 2021. He was living 
in Milledgeville, GA.
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Condolences

Save the date and purchase your 
advanced tickets, The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) located 
in Graceville, Fla., will be hosting 
the inspirational gospel family The 
Hoppers in concert on Saturday, 

February 5, at 6:00 p.m. CST in the 
BCF Wellness Center. Adding just 
a little more “southern” to the night, 
the dining facility (the Deese Center) 
on campus will be serving up some 
delicious southern cuisine (vittles) at 

4:00 p.m. and guests that purchase 
tickets for the dinner and concert will 
have reserved seating when the doors 
open at 5:00 p.m. for the 6:00 p.m. 
concert.

America's Favorite Gospel Family - The Hoppers!  Tickets are available now by contacting the BCF 
Business Office or access the information and purchase tickets online at www.baptistcollege.edu




