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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training for 
Christian leaders through awarding certificates and associate, 
baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-educational post-
secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities 
in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area 
of personal growth, we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; 
develop cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide 
range of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal and 
social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining 
biblical and religious data; we also assist students in learning 
and living the Christian life. In terms of professional growth, 
students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance 
opportunities for ministry, and they learn to master a 
specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward 
ministry and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the 
Southern Baptist heritage.
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Preview Day is a special opportunity to visit the BCF campus in Graceville, Fla. and see if BCF is where the Lord may be leading 
you to continue your education.   Prospective students and their families can talk one-on-one with faculty and staff and plan degree 
options.  Don't miss the unique praise and worship experience in the historic R.G. Lee Chapel!
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will present our Christmas Concert on 
November 18-19. There are many other 
opportunities for worship and service 
throughout the semester. I hope that 
you will be able to join us for some of 
these special events.

 Our Central Florida Campus 
has begun operation this semester. 
We are meeting at the Medulla Baptist 
Church, 3930 Old Road 37, Lakeland, 
Florida. For further information on 
the Lakeland campus, please contact 
Robin jumper, Academic Dean @ 
grjumper@baptistcollege.edu, 850-
263-3261 ext. 425 or Stephen Thomas, 
Site Administrator @ sathomas@
baptistcollege.edu, 863-224-3605. We 
look forward to great growth and 
ministry through our Central Florida 
Campus.

 The world has been turned 
upside down and inside out for quite 
a while. I want you to know that your 
Baptist College of Florida is committed 
now more than ever to “Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word.”

     
God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Dear Friends,

 As I write this letter, we have 
just entered my favorite time of the year 
– the Ber and Ary months. This simply 
means the months that end in ber or ary. 
They bring cooler temperatures, more 
color in nature, and the holiday season. 
For me, this is that most wonderful 
time of the year. As we have begun 
this semester, we have already had two 
tropical storms come right over us. 
Fortunately, we have been protected 
and have received no real damage. Our 
new students are settling into their new 
routines, and our returning students are 
helping them to get acclimated.

 I have been really appreciative 
of the work that has been done by our 
students in the community. Our Tribes on 
campus have reached out to individuals, 
churches, and schools to serve them in 
the name of Jesus. Recently, I received 
a call expressing appreciation for the 
work of our students and especially for 
the spirit in which the work was done. 
I always tell folks that if they want to 

see the value in The Baptist College of 
Florida they need to look at our students 
and graduates.

 As you read this edition of 
Echoes, you will notice that we have 
a full schedule this Fall Semester. I am 
delighted that we are back in the R.G. 
Lee Chapel for our worship services. 
Our Missions Conference is scheduled 
for October 18-20. The Holiday Heritage 
Festival will occur on November 19, 
2021. Our Music and Worship Division 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Kinchen Center after the storm...  photo by Kaley Fine
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BCF WELCOMES NEW  
AND RETURNING  

STUDENTS
Excitement was in the air as both new and 

returning students were gathering on The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) campus in Graceville.  
Watching the campus come back to life after the 
summer break is always one of the highlights of 
New Student Orientation which was held this year 
on August 12-13.

New students began orientation on Thursday, 
August 12, in the Deese Center with breakfast 
and registration, followed by an inspirational time 
of student led worship and welcome by BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen in the R.G. Lee 
Chapel. Although the Lakeland Instructional Site 
students, online students, and graduate students 
receive their own customized orientation, they 
are always welcomed to attend orientation on 
the Graceville campus and enjoy the time of 
fellowship, information gathering, and lunch with 
their academic advisors.

For first-time freshmen and even students 
transferring from other colleges, there is typically 
a small amount of apprehension. New Student 
Orientation provided a unique opportunity 
for making new friends and exposing incoming 
students to campus life, registration procedures, 
institutional policies of attending BCF, as well as a 
time for obtaining their ID card and vehicle pass.

This year, in addition to the formal instructions 
provided during orientation, there were several 
fun activities planned to welcome new students 
and acquaint them with the campus and staff. On 
Thursday after lunch, new students  enjoyed a 
bus tour of the Graceville area provided by BCF 
Theology Division Chair Rich Elligson. It was 
important for new students to know where the 
resources were within the Graceville community 
to include doctor’s offices, pharmacist, post office, 
restaurants, and churches as well as how to get to 
the hospital, bowling lanes, and beach.  

Another activity designed to help new students 
become familiar with the campus is a version 
of the “Amazing Race” provided by the campus 
Resident Assistants (RAs). A positive component 
to welcoming new students during orientation is 
to provide an environment conducive to making 
new friends and connecting with other students 
on the same journey of preparing for areas of 
ministry, leadership, and service. Orientation plays 
a major role in the lives of new students as they 
recognize all of the support available to them to 
help them succeed and reach their educational 
goal. 

RAs  Welcome New Students and Returning Students

RA Joy Hobbs (center) led this group on the 

Savenger Hunt.  She said they were all winners!
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One of the favorite activities during New 
Student Orientation and  Welcome Back activities 
is the local church “Meet and Greet” which 
was held on that Thursday evening in the BCF 
Wellness Center. New and returning students 
were invited to meet with representatives 
from area churches that provided information 
on their upcoming services,  opportunties for 
ministry, events, worship styles, etc. This is a 
timely activity espcially for new BCF students 
because it offers them the opportunity to 
gather materials, meet the ministry teams on 
all of the churches in the local area, and learn 
more ways they can get plugged into a church 
while attending college.

New students 
waiting for IDs 
in Graceville 

Hall.

On Friday morning, 
BCF Campus Minister Lance Beauchamp shared 
with new students the many opportunities for 
ministry and community involvement, as well 
as encouraged students to be faithful in their 
personal walk with the Lord.  "Service and 
ministry takes place during college not just after 
graduation". Then on Saturday, students were 
welcomed with a special "Night of Worship" 
with the Praise and Worship Team from FBC 
Chipley.  

The Baptist College of Florida is training the 
next generation of Christian leaders and New 
Student Orientation plays a part in getting them 
starting in the right direction.  Please continue 
to pray for our new students as they begin this 
incredible journey of preparing for what the 
Lord has called them to do!

Local Churches Welcome New College 
Students
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BCF HOLDS SIXTH ANNUAL
ELEVATE! WORSHIP ARTS CAMP

After a long year without camps, on July 12-
16, the Music and Worship Division at The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) was excited to lead the 
sixth "Elevate Music and Worship Arts Camp” 
on the Graceville campus. According to Assistant 
Camp Director Renee McKinney, there were 45 
campers, 15 staff members, and 7 professions of 
faith that highlighted the week-long worship camp 
experience.

The campers engaged in multiple worship 
events to "elevate" and strengthen their ability to 
lead and participate in worship through singing and 
playing instruments, and other creative expressions 
and disciplines such as sign language and worship 
technology. The 45 motivated campers, sixth 
through twelfth graders, sharpened their musical 
knowledge and learned about biblical worship and 
the skills needed to lead a grounded Bible-based 
worship. BCF faculty, staff, and students taught 
classes in voice, piano, guitar, orchestra, worship 
leadership, worship technology, photography, 
videography, and sign language.

Along with talented clinicians leading breakout 
sessions, the “Elevate Music and Worship Arts 
Camp” experience presented participants with 
opportunities for spiritual development through 
Bible study, youth-oriented worship services, and 
daily devotional times. Students were shown the 
importance of their God-given gifts and abilities, 
and the joy of using those talents to glorify God.

The team encouraging and leading campers 
included the Camp Director, BCF Music and 
Worship Division Chair Bill Davis, Assistant 
Camp Director Renee McKinney, Camp Pastor 
Josh Richards, Camp Worship Leader Justin Mills, 
Instructors, BCF Professor Ron Branning, Bill 
Knowles, Justin McKinney, Shonda Johnston, Grady 
Gomillion, and Camp Counselors Danny Love, 
Sarah Matthews, Paul Samson, Naomi Stading, 
Tommy Hudson, Heather Hudson, and Jonathan 
Norris. “We had such an exciting worship-filled 
week at Elevate,” stated McKinney. “With soaring 
reviews, campers have voiced that they can’t wait 
to return next year!”

In addition to the inspirational worship 
experiences and class instruction, the campers 
enjoyed fun times of fellowship and recreation. 
Extra-curricular activities included a fun time with 
water balloons, an evening talent show, crazy games, 
a trip to the water park, and an enjoyable ‘color’ 
war. The camp concluded with a final worship 
concert on July 16, featuring a combined choir and 
presentations from each of the specialty group 
classes and Presidential Scholarships presented to 
the seniors.  And yes, as campers left the Graceville 
campus to return home, they could already be 
heard making plans to attend next year’s camp and 
swapping text messages with the new friends they 
had made at camp.
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BCM "NIGHT OF WORSHIP"

nothing was a special as the time to just worship. 
Returning students trickled onto the campus over 
that weekend and joined in on the activities to 
offer support and encouragement to new students. 
The Saturday “Night of Worship” was the perfect 
reminder of what the main focus of BCF truly is—that 
is training and equipping the next greatest generation 
of Christian leaders to “Change the World Through 
the Unchanging Word®”.

BCF Baptist Collegiate Ministries (BCM) held the 
first major event of the semester, “Night of Worship” 
in the R. G. Lee Chapel. The event was led by the 
Praise and Worship Team from First Baptist Chipley 
in Chipley, Fla., which included several BCF students. 
The worship team performed several contemporary 
praise songs, shared scripture, and prayed. It was a 
special time of worship where students dedicated the 
new school year to the Lord and were reminded it 
was the Lord who brought them to BCF.

Favorite thing on campus... BCF Students Worshiping.

As the summer break came to an end, both 
new and returning students attending The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville made 
their way to the campus for another exciting fall 
semester. The BCF Student Life and Marketing 
Team along with BCM planned multiple events and 
activities to welcome new students and provide 
times of fellowship with returning students as 
lifelong friendships were being formed.

As new students maneuvered through 
orientation, met different church leaders from the 
community, and moved into their residence halls, 
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BCF WELCOMES FBC
ORLANDO MISSION VOLUNTEERS

The faculty, students, and staff at The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville were 
exceedingly grateful to the group of dedicated 
mission volunteers who came from the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) in Orlando and sacrificed 
their vacation time and resources to serve on the 
BCF campus June 6-11, 2021.

The mission team from Orlando has made 
the trip to Graceville every summer for the past 
19 years (with the exception of 2020 due to the 
pandemic). This year, they arrived with 88 servant 
missionaries with the youngest only 2 ½ months 
old to one seasoned member 80 years old.  Out of 
the 88 people, they had 30 new members that came 
to volunteer on the BCF campus for the very first 
time. There were three families representing three 
generations that continue to serve faithfully every 
year.  The team leaders, Jim and Pat Wortham, were 
accompanied by their daughter-in-law, daughter 
and son-in-law, and four of their grandchildren. 
David and Anita Crews were accompanied by their 
son and two of their grandchildren. Dennis Blink 
was accompanied by his daughter and three of his 
grandchildren. The sight of multiple generations 

within families serving the Lord together offered a 
special blessing to those fortunate enough to witness 
these incredible teams in action.

According to the Wortham’s, this year was a little 
different than previous years. As in the past, they 
provided lawn maintenance throughout the campus 
and pressure washed buildings, ramps, sidewalks, the 
cement parking stops, and all of the curbs. However, 
their major “construction” project was the exhaustive 
makeover of the Clark House located in Heritage 
Village. The Clark House, office of the Curator for 
the Florida Baptist Convention Archives and the John 
Sullivan Chair, is over 100 years old. The FBC Orlando 
Volunteers pressure washed and painted the entire 
house. Rotted windowsills were replaced; the railings 
were removed, repaired, painted, and reinstalled; 
the lattice below the porch was removed, repaired, 
painted, and reinstalled; the 15 pillars were removed, 
repaired, painted, and reinstalled; all of the shutters 
were removed, cleaned, painted and reinstalled, and 
railings on the stairs and the handicapped ramp was 
painted. It was a major undertaking since most of the 
wood had to be replaced and it took skilled hands to 
do it.  Also, in Heritage Village, all of the upper wood in 

Members of FBC Orlando Working Hard to Keep Our Campus Looking Great!
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Grand Bobbie’s Pavilion was painted giving it a much-
needed polish. As expected, a special lift was necessary 
to reach many of the places to paint and to reach 
limbs in the trees that needed to be cut and removed. 
Fortunately, one of the FBC Orlando team members, 
Bill Keller, was experienced in using the lift and gave 
detailed training and safety instructions to several of 
the team members who can now work the lift when 
needed.

The Deese Center staff was a tremendous support 
during the mission trip providing three delicious 
meals each day for team members which offered a 
nice respite from the hard work performed during the 
day. A special thanks to Mrs. Dawn and her staff for a 
job well done as well as the younger FBC Orlando 
children that took it upon themselves to be servants 
during meal time by circulating in the cafeteria with a 
cart and picking up all of the trash from the tables and 
disposing of it.

Several of the team members had the task 
of providing water, gator aid, watermelon, and wet/
cold rags to the team members twice a day. This was 
a necessary task in order to keep team members 
hydrated in the intense heat. 

The evenings were packed full of fun. Monday night 
there was a talent show emceed by Kyle Martin and 
many talented people participated. Tuesday evening 
was a special time with BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann where team members 
enjoyed Ruth Ann’s 16-layer chocolate cake which 
is the reason some members return to Graceville 
every year. Wednesday evening was a time of praise 
and worship led by Orlando’s Mission Pastor Patrick 
Barrett who provided words of great encouragement 
and championed team members to continue being 
servant minded. After the worship service, FBC 

Orlando Volunteers held their annual Graceville 
Summer Olympics in the Wellness Center with 
three teams competing against each other. One 
of the highlights each year is on Thursday evening 
when together the mission team view the slide 
show of everything that was accomplish during 
the week. According to the team leaders, it was an 
amazing week of hard work, fun, meeting/making 
new friends, and realizing how God can put a 
group together and get so much accomplished for 
His glory. 

The mission volunteers from FBC Orlando have 
provided an incredible labor of love to the college 
year after year after year. They have been such a 
huge blessing to the faculty, staff, and students of 
BCF, prayerfully so BCF can in turn be a blessing 
and God’s witness to the nations. “BCF is in our 
prayers throughout the year,” stated Wortham. 
“And we look forward to doing bigger and better 
things in the years to come.” 

The Orlando Mission Team encourages and 
challenges other Florida Baptist churches to 
minister to the next generation of Christian 
leaders by volunteering their time and skills on the 
BCF campus.

Have you seen
our new website?
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plenty of activities to get students engaged and 
involved with the service organization. In addition 
to fun events like capture the flag and a volleyball 
tournament, the entire week involved sharing with 
prospective members Tribes goals of serving in 
the community and sharing the gospel. The week 
concluded with a member induction ceremony 
held at the BCF Lakeside Pavilion.

Some of the scheduled events for Tribes 
includes serving in the Graceville High School 
concession stand on Friday nights, multiple 
cleanup days, canvassing the neighborhood with 
First Baptist Church Graceville, helping out with 
the pregnancy center 5k, and putting together 
a campus wide clothing drive. Every student is 
encouraged to join Tribes by attending the service 
events in the community and brainstorming ideas 
on how to reach others.  Participating students are 
required to have 12 service hours and maintain a 
strong Grade Point Average (GPA) to remain in 
Tribes for the following semester.

Last semester, in an effort to encourage 
fellowship and to get students involved in the 
Graceville community, Alexis Winsor proposed 
an organization to The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) President Thomas A. Kinchen based on 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The heart behind the 
organization is for Tribes to share the gospel in 
the Graceville community through service and 
fellowship. The tribe organization is broken into 
two groups named after two of the Twelve Tribes of 
Israel. Zebulun is led by BCF student Alexis Winsor 
who is the founder of Tribes and the president of 
the female tribe. Issachar is led by BCF student 
Nickolas Hughes the president of the men's tribe.  
BCF students participating in Tribes have numerous 
social and ministry opportunities to share the 
gospel and get involved in the community they 
now call home.

When asked why tribes is such an important 
organization on campus, Winsor responded, 
“Tribes goal is to serve the community in any way 
we can. Even if that means going and doing house 
work or yard work for locals, partnering with area 
ministries, or picking up trash on the side of the 
road. We walk in humble service to Christ, our 
community, and our school. That’s why we started 
and that’s why we will continue. Pray for us as we 
go forward in love towards those around us.”

Tribes Week was held on campus August 
23-27, recruiting new students and welcoming 
back current members. The week was filled with 

Tribes has students "Capturing the Flag". Students participate in the Tribes volleyball tournament.

BCF STUDENTS ENJOY TRIBES WEEK

Tribes provided a "Free Car Wash" in Graceville
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"One Voice" "BCF Jazz Band" BCF Professors 
"Preach the Word"

BCF Chapel Resumes in the R. G. Lee Sanctuary!
Faculty, staff, and students at The Baptist College 

of Florida (BCF) in Graceville were overjoyed to 
have the weekly chapel services return to the 
R.G. Lee Chapel located at the front of the BCF 
campus. There are so many things that make BCF 
a special place for faculty, staff, students, and the 
local community, but the weekly, inspirational 
chapel services have been the very heartbeat of 
this incredible institution. Chapel services are held 
Monday and Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. CST.  Throughout 
the semester, BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen has 
invited some motivating and powerful preachers to 
encourage students for the upcoming fall semester.

        

         Chapel speakers include:

September 13-14 | Dr. Roger Richards, John 
Sullivan Chair of Baptist History; Curator, Florida 
Baptist Archives; Professor of History and Christian 
Studies, BCF

September 20-21 | Dr. Steven Winiarski, Assistant 
Professor of New Testament and Greek, BCF

September 27-28 | Dr. Richard Elligson, Chair of 
the Theology Division, Professor of Missions, BCF

October 4-5 | Rev. Mike Orr, Pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Chipley

October 11 | Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, President, BCF 
- Preview Day

October 12 | Dr. Shelly Chandler, Pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Bonifay

October 18-20 | Missions Conference | Featuring: 
FBC Executive Director-Treasurer Tommy Green, NAMB 
President Kevin Ezell, IMB President Paul Chitwood

October 25 | Dr. Shelly Chandler, Pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Bonifay

October 26 | BCM - Dr. Lance Beauchamp

November 1-2 | Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, President, 
BCF

November 8-9 | Rev. Olan Strickland, Director of 
Campus Safety and Plant Operations, BCF

November 15-16 | Dr. Lance Beauchamp, Campus 
Minister; Assistant Professor of Christian Ministry, BCF

November 22-23 | Thanksgiving Break

November 29 | Student Preaching

November 30 | Honors Day

Social distanced and safe chapel services are 
open to the public which include a special time 
of musical praise and worship led by our BCF 
Music and Worship Division. The weekly services 
are broadcasted live on the BCF Facebook page 
and through BCF's Low Power (LP) Radio Station 
WFBU 94.7.



|  ECHOES12   

by Mossgrove will be equity of opportunity and 
access, integration of content and language, 
functional approach to language development, and 
collaboration among stakeholders.

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville is proud to announce a professional 
development symposium for the Teacher Education 
Division scheduled for Thursday, September 16, 
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. The event will be held in the 
Kinchen Center on the BCF campus. Dr. Terri L. 
Mossgrove will be the special guest speaker.

Mossgrove is a career educator and researcher 
that focuses on providing meaningful and equitable 
educational opportunities for diverse student 
populations specifically multilingual learners. She 
has worked with students in Pre-K-12 schools, adult 
literacy, and English for Academic Purposes (EAP). 
Currently, she serves as the English to Speakers 
of Other Languages (ESOL) Chair and Adjunct 
Professor at The Baptist College of Florida as 
well as being a Professional Learning Specialist for 
World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment 
(WIDA) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

During the symposium, participants will 
consider how Florida standards and the WIDA 
English Language Development Standards 
Framework fit together. Florida has been a 
member of the WIDA Consortium since 2015 
when it adopted the WIDA English Language 
Development Standards.

Participants will explore the components in the 
five ELD standards, the Key Language Uses (KLUs), 
and their corresponding language functions and 
features which are organized by grade level and 
content area. The four main topics of discussion Education Division Always Brings a Smile!

BCF ANNOUNCES TEACHER 
EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM

BCF Teacher Ed. Chair Kaye Johnson 
Speaking to New Students.

Dr. Terri L. Mossgrove
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The Music and Worship Division at The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, Fla., is 
excited to announce the Christmas Concert  "A 
Child Has Come - Celebrate" which will be held 
on Thursday November 18, at 7:00 p.m. and Friday, 
November 19, at 9:30 a.m. in the R.G. Lee Chapel 
located on the BCF campus. This year’s Christmas 
presentation from the BCF Music and Worship 
Division celebrates the coming of the promised 
child-Jesus! Selections will include holiday favorites, 
beloved Christmas carols, and both old and new 
music presented by various group within the 
division.

The annual event will feature the talented 
BCF College Singers. The Christmas Concert 
will showcase the peaceful sounds of the Guitar 
Ensemble as well as a special performance by the 
BCF Praise and Worship Team, "One Voice" which 
will be leading in a time of corporate worship. 
Included in this year line up is also the Jazz Band and 
various soloists and small groups. The Christmas 
Concert is a great event for churches, schools, or 
individuals who enjoy listening to the delightful 
sounds of Christmas.

The Annual Christmas Concert envelopes the 
spirit of the season and brings back many warm 
memories of celebrating Jesus’ birth. “The BCF 
Christmas Concert is always a great way to start 

the Holiday Season," stated BCF Professor of Music 
Ron Branning. "I will be directing the BCF Jazz 
Band in some jazzy Christmas arrangements and 
look forward to having an ‘in person’ Christmas 
concert again. You won’t want to miss it!” 

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen is excited to 
welcome the community and hopes that everyone 
who can come to the concert will be present. There 
will be limited seating, so tickets (NO CHARGE) 
will be required so that we maintain social distance 
and keep our audience safe.  Please contact Renee 
McKinney in the Music and Worship Division to 
obtain your no cost tickets:  850-263-3261 ext. 
427 or remckinney@baptistcollege.edu.

BCF Jazz Band in Chapel.

BCF Music And Worship Division Presents
       "A Child Has Come - Celebrate"

BCF Student Naomi Stading.

OneVoice Leading in Chapel.
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BCF Announces Annual Missions Conference
“Turning Challenges into Opportunities”

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville is excited to announce their annual 
Missions Conference, scheduled for Monday, 
October 18, through Wednesday, October 20, 
maintaining the position that despite the ongoing 
pandemic, reaching the world for Christ is still 
our calling and our commission. During this 
event, BCF faculty, students, and staff will join with 
representatives from a wide variety of missions’ 
agencies to discuss the new challenges facing the 
world, and the subsequent opportunities that are 
opening as a result.

The Missions Conference is punctuated each 
morning with a chapel service at 9:30 a.m. in the R.G. 
Lee Chapel located on the BCF campus. Missions 
displays will be set up in the BCF Wellness Center 
Monday from 10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Tuesday from 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., and 
Wednesday from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. In addition, 
a student lunch will be served on Tuesday by the 
Florida Baptist Disaster Relief Team, and there will 
be a Missions Round-Table Discussion Tuesday 
evening in the Wellness Center. The Missions 
Conference will come to an end on Wednesday, 
October 20 at noon.

During the conference, over twenty mission 
agencies will be in the BCF Wellness Center 
with displays providing information about their 
organization and recruiting people for upcoming 
mission projects. Representatives from the Florida 
Baptist Convention will join our missionaries 
in answering any questions that come to mind 
throughout the event. BCF students continue to 
be involved with mission trips, many of which are 
discovered during the annual Missions Conference. 
This event not only benefits the student body but 
also provides an opportunity for the BCF family 
and mission agency representatives to connect 
with people from across the globe who share one 
common goal: to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ 
around the world.

Every year Missions Conference Coordinator 
and Chair of the Theology Division Richard Elligson 
invites passionate speakers to share their heart 
for missions with the conference attendees. This 
year’s chapel speakers include Dr. Tommy Green, 
Executive Director/Treasurer of the Florida Baptist 
Convention, Dr. Paul Chitwood, President of the 
International Mission Board (SBC), and Dr. Keven 
Ezell, President of the North American Mission 
Board (SBC). BCF senior intern Emilie Gainey will 
also be on hand to help with logistics and assist 
our guests and visitors.

Make plans to attend the Annual Missions 
Conference at BCF on Monday, October 18, 
through Wednesday, October 20. It’s the perfect 
chance to meet missionaries from around the 
world and to see where the Lord is leading you or 
your church to serve next!
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Frank Sledge ('73) is currently living 
in LaGrange, GA. Frank is retired 
but still serving as interim and fill 
in pastor. He can be reached at 99 
Meadowland Trail, LaGrange, GA 
30240; (706) 302-3311; 34sledge@
gmail.com.

Jerry Wayne Ivey ('80) is retired 
and is a member of Providence 
Baptist Church in the Beauregard 
Community. He also does some 
supply preaching. He can be reached 
at 22 Lee Road 2050, Opelika, AL 
36804; (334) 740-3434; wayneivey@
charter.net

John Johnson (Debra) ('86) is 
currently residing and serving as 
pastor at Island Creek Baptist 
Church in Sparta, Georgia. He can 
be reached at 221 Lakeview Circle, 
Sparta, GA 31087; (662) 292-2673; 
revpj1@hotmail.com

Paul G. Cartmill (Michelle) ('89) is 
currently an active US Army Chaplain 
and was promoted to the rank of 
Major in January 2021. He is also an 
appointed Chaplain by the North 
American Mission Board (NAMB) 
and is stationed at Ft. Benning, GA; 
(251) 242-0267; paul.cartmill2.mil@
mail.mil

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
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Timothy Plant ('91) is currently 
living in Tuscaloosa, AL. Timothy is 
currently serving at Calvary Baptist 
Church as Operations Pastor. He 
can be reached at 1548 Mallard 
Circle, Tuscaloosa, AL 35405; (205) 
792-4032; tplant23@gmail.com.

Oliver W. Holmes, Jr. ('93) is 
currently serving as the pastor of 
a new church plant for three and 
a half years, Place of Grace Baptist 
Church in Slocomb, AL. He can be 
reached at 6166 S State Hwy 103, 
Slocomb, AL 36375; (334) 798-5016; 
holmes35@centurytel.net

Barry Howell (Heather) ('00) 
Have worked together for 13 
years in a rescue mission to help 
serve the homeless, addicted, and 
distressed community. They are 
living in Lakeland, Florida and can 
be reached at (706) 294-4753; 
jbarringtonhowell@gmail.com  
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Crystal Kepler ('03) is currently 
living in Vero Beach, Florida and is 
teaching third grade in a Christian 
school and co-teach a girls’ youth 
group. She can be reached at (772) 
643-2672; kepbug75@hotmail.
com

Condolensces...
Please pray for our BCF families 
that have lost loved ones...

David Spires ('93), of Brunswick, 
GA, passed away August 19, 2021.

Doug Hays ('04) passed away 
unexpectedly July 19, 2021 in 
Chattanooga, TN.

Glen W. Pender ('75) passed away 
in Alabama.

Former Financial Aid Assistant 
Irene Smith passed away in  
September 2021.
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