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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the context 
of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, operate and 
control a program of education and training for Christian lead-
ers through awarding certificates and associate, baccalaureate 
and graduate degrees in a co-educational post-secondary 
setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those quali-
ties in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area 
of personal growth, we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; 
develop cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide 
range of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal and 
social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining 
biblical and religious data; we also assist students in learning 
and living the Christian life. In terms of professional growth, 
students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance op-
portunities for ministry, and they learn to master a specialized 
body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward 
ministry and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the 
Southern Baptist heritage.
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Dear Friends,

     As I think about all that is going 
on at the campus, I am reminded 
of the illustration of a duck cross-
ing the pond. On the surface, all 
seems quiet and smooth as he 
glides  across.  Yet under  the  sur-
face, he is paddling frantically! 
That is exactly what is happen-
ing. We have already hosted one 
of our most faithful volunteer 
groups from Trinity Baptist Church 
and Tangerine Baptist Church in 
Central Florida. They made such 
a great impact on the appearance 
of the campus during the week 
that they were here. Now we are 
welcoming our volunteers from 
the First Baptist Church of Orlan-
do. This year they are bringing 90 
individuals. The next week will be 
a frenzy of activity that will leave 
an indelible imprint on the BCF 
campus and family. Thank you to 

all who give of their precious time 
to volunteer at BCF!

     At our Spring 2021 Commence-
ment service, we sent out an ex-
ceptional group of ministers for 
our Lord. I have no doubt that they 
will live up to our trademark of 
“Changing the World through the 
Unchanging Word.®”

    I am delighted that the Florida 
Baptist Convention has elected Dr. 
David Coggins to lead the  Disas-
ter Relief program for our state. 
I know of no one who has more 
compassion for those whose lives 
have been impacted through un-
foreseen disasters. I am especial-
ly grateful for the fact  that   Dr. 
Coggins and his wife will continue 
to live in Graceville where he will 
continue to teach some classes at 
BCF.

     Missions is one of the heartbeats 
at The Baptist College Of Florida. 
In this edition of Echoes, you will 
see articles about our new Tribes 
groups as well as the group of stu-
dents who served in Salt Lake City, 
Utah during the Spring Break. I 
am so proud of the hearts for mis-
sion and ministry that are evident 
among our students.

    During these busy days of Spring 
2021, we have had the privilege of 
forming a Tuition Grant program 
with the West Virginia Conven-
tion of Southern Baptists. Having 
served as the Executive Director 
of that Convention prior to com-
ing to BCF, I have a great heart 
for those ministering in that fine 
state.   We  conducted  a  great  
Preview Day at our new campus 
in Lakeland. We are convinced 
that our Lord is doing a great work 
there and will continue to grow 
it in the future. I am happy to an-
nounce that we will be continuing 
to provide No Cost Housing for all 
eligible students on the Graceville 
campus during the Fall semester 
2021. God has blessed us greatly 
in making the funds for this pro-
gram available.

    I have had several people con-
tact me about the Succession Plan 
for the President of The Baptist 
College of Florida. Please hear me 
on this matter. This is a plan that 
will be used by the college when 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mark 16:15 “Go into all the 
world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature.”
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any President leaves his office 
at the college. This is not an an-
nouncement of my retirement as 
President of BCF. I Am Not Retiring 
at this point or, as far as I know, in 
the near future. We simply want to 
have a plan so that whenever any 
President leaves office the process 
of installing a successor will be 
done “decently and in order.”

     May God richly bless each of you 
in the Joy of the Journey with Him.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President 

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen serves Midnight Breakfast to students while they
are studying for finals (pictured are Dr. Jumper, Dr. Richards, Dr. Kinchen, and Dr. Elligson).

Dr. Kinchen and BCF First Lady Ruth Ann 
attend the Evening of Class.

Dr. Kinchen welcomes the Board of Trustees 
to his and Ms. Ruth Ann’s home during the 
annual meeting.

    During the week before fi-
nals, students at BCF have a 
chance to take a much-needed 
break from their school work 
and enjoy a time of fellowship 
at “Midnight Breakfast.” Several 
years ago, BCF President Thom-
as A. Kinchen recognized that 
students needed a break from 
their long hours of studying and 
completing papers, so he inaugu-
rated the first midnight breakfast 
event. Breakfast served by the 
President and their professors 
has remained a sweet tradition as 
tired, stressed students are pro-
vided with a nutritional meal as 
they study.
     On May 10, students lined the 
entrance to the school’s dining 
facility, the Deese Center, with 
great anticipation as they waited 
for the doors of this semester’s 
late-night breakfast to open. The 

breakfast commenced with a stu-
dent-led prayer and students 
poured into the dining hall where 
they were served a hot breakfast 
by President Kinchen, Academ-
ic Dean Robin Jumper, Theolo-
gy Division Chair Rich Elligson, 
and Roger Richards, Professor of 
History and Curator of the Flor-
ida Baptist Archives. With smil-
ing faces, servers welcomed each 
student by filling their plate with 
heaping portions of hash browns, 
grits, scrambled eggs, French toast, 
sausage, bacon, and biscuits. The 
campus-wide tense atmosphere 
brought on by finals seemed to 
briefly vanish as students made 
lifelong memories with friends. 
   While the meal was served, stu-
dents were reminded of just how 
much love, support, and prayers 
are extended by the administra-
tion, faculty, and staff.  

Students Enjoy Midnight
 Breakfast...
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One of the best ways for a student to get involved 
in  the  life of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in  
Graceville  is  through the different activities  and min-
istry opportunities that are available. With this in mind, 
BCF has introduced a new student organization called 
“Tribes” for students attending the Graceville campus. 
The organization was developed with the intent to 
bridge the gap between the local community and BCF. 
It will provide social opportunities and encourage ev-
eryone to serve in the community and make long-last-
ing gospel connections.

The Tribe organization is broken into two groups both 
based off one of the 12 tribes of Israel. Zebulun is led 
by Alexis Winsor who is the founder of Tribes and the 
current president of the female tribe and Issachar led 
by Nickolas Hughes the current president of the men’s 
tribe. Every student is encouraged to join Tribes but 
must follow the requirements of 10 service hours and 
a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0. to remain in Tribes 
the following semester.

Tribes actually originated after Winsor felt a burden for 
the Graceville community. She knew that something 
needed to happen for the lost within the community 
to hear the Gospel. The idea started to develop over 
the summer and with the help of other college stu-
dents she began to map out a plan to get it started at 

BCF. When asked about starting the new organization 
in the middle of a pandemic, she graciously respond-
ed, “What better time than now. Our world is going 
through one of the craziest seasons of my lifetime, and 
eternal souls always have eternal weight which is our 
job to point them to the Gospel. There wasn’t a better 
time.”

The heart behind the organization is for Tribes to share 
the Gospel in the Graceville community through ser-
vice and a commitment to the people of the town. 
BCF’s registered trademark is “Changing the World 
Through the Unchanging Word®” and what better way 
to practice that than to start in our own community. 

   NEW STUDENT
 ORGANIZATION     
    INTRODUCED

Friends hanging out at the Tribes’ bonfire.

Students playing volleyball during Tribes’ initial meeting.
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The Florida Baptist Convention (FBC) has selected Bap-
tist College of Florida (BCF) Professor David Coggins 
to serve as the Catalyst of Disaster Relief and Recov-
ery Ministries, succeeding Delton Beall, who retired on 
February 26, 2021. Coggins has faithfully served at BCF 
first as a student graduating with honors in 1992, then 
working in Development and Recruiting, and current-
ly as Professor of Leadership and Christian Education. 
Coggins serves as the Disaster Relief Coordinator for 
the BCF Collegiate Disaster Relief Team who has de-
ployed multiple times when the call for help was re-
ceived. Coggins and his wife Connie were married in 
September 1983, and have two grown children, two 
grandchildren, and call Graceville, Fla., home.

The Alabama native earned his Bachelor of Theology 
degree from The Baptist College of Florida, a Master of 
Divinity from New Orleans Baptist Theology Seminary, 
and the Doctor of Education degree from The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY. Coggins 

has served as interim pastor in churches in Alabama, 
Florida, and Georgia. Regardless of the degree earned 
or ministry positions held, Coggins’ love for disaster 
relief and helping people recover from a disaster has 
always been in his heart and part of his vocabulary.

Coggins has tirelessly served in many different areas 
within the Florida Baptist Disaster Relief having served 
as Assistant State Coordinator for clean-up recovery 
since 2017; as well as Regional Coordinator since 2014. 
He has extensive relief experience and has led teams of 
students to serve in national and international disaster 
areas with the Southern Baptist Convention Disaster 
Relief and International World Changers.

The  entire  BCF  family  applauds  the  selection of 
Coggins as the Catalyst of Disaster Relief and Recovery 
Ministries for the Florida Baptist Convention. As time 
permits, he will continue training the next generation 
in leadership and disaster relief at BCF.

BCF CELEBRATES NEW DISASTER 
RELIEF SELECTION

BCF Professor of Leadership and Christian Education selected to lead Florida Baptist Disaster Relief and Recovery Ministries.
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For Spring Break 2021, fourteen Baptist College of Flor-
ida (BCF) students joined Campus Minister Lance Beau-
champ to help a North American Mission Board (NAMB) 
church plant, Mosaic Church, in Provo, Utah. As a part 
of NAMB’s Gen Send Spring Break initiative, the team of 
15 from BCF joined a group of 13 college students from 
Jonesboro, Arkansas in being trained in evangelism un-
der the leadership of Church Planter Ben Neiser. Neiser 
pointed out that Utah County is 0.5% reached, using 
the same standards that the International Mission Board 
(IMB) uses to assess people groups internationally. This 
means that half a percent of those in the county have a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. While they have access 
to the gospel, this unreached statistic puts them on the 
same level as people groups in the 10/40 window.

The two groups went door to door, canvassing the Mae-
ser neighborhood in Provo, sharing the gospel and in-
viting residents to the Mosaic Church Easter Service. 
Additionally, the student teams prayer walked through 
the local college campus and engaged college students 
just like themselves with the gospel. “As is often the case 
with short term mission trips, not only did God use the 
team to help the local church plant and share the gospel, 
but God also worked in the hearts of the team members,” 
stated Beauchamp.

“Utah was like gazing at a reflection in moving water. The 
reflection appears so similar that you start to question 

why you looked in the first place, but the longer you look 
the more prominent the ripples become. We aren’t the 
same. Utah was an eye-opening experience. It opened 
my eyes to how easily influenced we as people can be, 
especially when our inner desires are the bait,” said BCF 
Student Savannah Graff. “Overall, the Lord had blessed 
me tremendously with this unique ministry opportunity 
and it opened my eyes to the presence of a false gospel 
that continues to spread in the world today,” stated BCF 
Student Kevin Honeycutt. “Not only must believers con-
tinue to spread the Gospel throughout Utah, but it must 
be spread among all places and people, for the growth 
and glory of the eternal kingdom of God.”

Beauchamp pointed out that “to share the gospel with 
people with other beliefs and traditions and cultures is 
not that different from sharing the gospel to that lost 
person on the corner in Graceville. Groups derive much 
of their faith from a cultural perspective and when all is 
said and done, it is a distorted perspective of the gospel: 
‘We’re all Christians because we are all good people and 
love Jesus.’ Sadly, many people believe they are right with 
God on the basis of their works and really don’t know the 
Bible or the true gospel message. This similarity makes a 
mission experience like this one easily transferrable after 
we return home to Graceville.”

According to Beauchamp, BCF Senior Caleb Mcvay, who 
has worked during the summer with missionaries serv-
ing in Utah, approached Beauchamp early in the fall se-
mester to consider taking a spring break team to work in 
Utah. “This trip is a result of one student’s heart for the 
people of Utah and his passion to get other students to 
share that passion,” Beauchamp said. The BCF team also 
had a chance to explore a waterfall hike, the popular ski 
resort town of Park City, and tour Temple Square in Salt 
Lake City. As a result of the trip, not only are there many 
households in Utah who have been engaged with the 
gospel but many in Florida, Alabama, and Georgia will 
also be engaged because of the reminder to the team of 
the importance of sharing a clear gospel message wher-
ever God has placed them.

    BCF Spring Break 
 Mission Team inUtah  

BCF Students spend Spring Break on mission in Utah.
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Koepsell, Victori
Clermont, FL

Allbritton, Brandon
Niceville, FL

Mays, Bryan
Clearwater, FL

Crawford, Aaron
Eustis, FL

Blum, Danielle
Pensacola, FL

McGarr, Mitchell
Port St. Lucie, FL

DeBoer, Kelly
Fountain, FL

Bowers Jr., George
Marianna, FL

Morris, Tricia
Avon Park, FL

Duke, John 
William

Dothan, AL 

Browne, Daniel
Ocklawaha, FL

Pate, Brannon
Lenox, GA

Dunn, Curtesa 
Dunnellon, FL

Bruce, Hunter
Casselberry, FL

Paul, Christian
Lecanto, FL

Fish, Heather
Tallahassee, FL

Campbell, John 
Lucas

Dover, FL

Pavlus, Brian
Chipley, FL

Harris, Bethany
Ft. White, FL

Cogley, Ashlynn
St. Johns, FL

Congratulations 2021 Graduates!

Hackart, Nicole
Apopka, FL

BCF 2021 Graduating Seniors:  Front Row:  Daniel James, Calvin Booth, Shannon Harmon, Deanna Wells Wagner, Rebecca Lowery, Chris Spivey, 
James Spears.  Second Row:  Dr. Kinchen, Rashonda Johnston, Megan Williams, Tricia Nealy Morris, Michelle Spears, Autumn Transue, Nicole Hackart,                     
Victori Koepsell, Ashlynn Cogley, Danielle Blum, Curtesa Dunn, Heather Fish, Kelly DeBoer, Dr. Jumper, Elijah Isbella.  Third Row:  Daniel Browne, Brandon         
Albritton, Mitchell McGarr, George Bowers, Christian Paul, Bryan Mays, Brannon Pate.   Back Row:  John Lucas Campbell, Aaron Crawford, John William 
Duke, Aaron Wood.
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In Absentia:
Collins, Annalaura 
Lanham, Timothy
Nolen, Samuel
Okhotin, Anna
Rice, Raymond
Schaldenbrand, 
    Kenneth
Unruh, Jordan
Wells, Andrew
Yuricek, Joseph

Spears, Michelle
Statesboro, GA

Transue, Autumn 
Jacksonville, FL

Vinson, Hannah 
Starke, FL

Williams, Megan
Lakeland, FL

Wood, Aaron 
Slocomb, AL

Greene, Elizabeth
Moultrie, GA

Harmon, Shannon 
Ocala, FL

James, Daniel
Tallahassee, FL

Lowery, Rebecca 
Panama City, FL

Spears, James
Enterprise, AL

Wagner, Deanna
Bonifay, FL

Booth, Calvin
Orange Springs, FL

Spivey, Christopher
Lafayette, AL
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Students attending The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville participate in a full range of state and fed-
eral aid programs to help with college expenses. These 
financial aid programs, loans, grants, and also scholar-
ships provided through fundraising initiatives, friends 
of the college donations, memorial gifts, and church 
sponsorships play a huge part in meeting the finan-
cial needs of students as they attend college preparing 
for areas of ministry and service. Thankfully, financial 
assistance sometimes comes in the form of unexpect-
ed employment opportunities or from an incredi-
ble scholarship initiative such as the one established 
for bi-vocational  ministers.  Recently, BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen received a check for $30,000 from 
Florida Baptist Financial Services for the Bi-vocational 
Minister’s Scholarship fund.

Tommy Green, Executive Director-Treasurer of the 
Florida Baptist Convention, and Rick Wheeler, Execu-
tive Director/Treasurer of the Florida Baptist Financial 
Services, partnered with BCF in establishing and sup-
porting bi-vocational ministers. Wheeler commented 
on the partnership by saying, “At Florida Baptist Finan-
cial Services, we are always seeking ways to lift up and 
strengthen pastors and churches. Bi-vocational pas-
tors have always been a substantial percentage of the  
number  of  pastors serving Florida Baptist churches  
and the number is growing! Theological education for 
these servant leaders can be more challenging due to 
the time, resource, and energy demands on their life 
and ministry. We pray that this scholarship will open 
the door for many more leaders to be equipped to ful-
fill God’s call upon their life to serve the church. When 
you help a pastor, you are also helping their family, 
their church, and their community.”

Wheeler shared how his appreciation for bi-vocational 
pastors was personal having grown up in the home of 
a Florida Baptist bi-vocational pastor. “It is a rich bless-
ing to be a small part of seeing other leaders blessed 
through this fund,” stated Wheeler.

Bi-vocational student ministers attending BCF are so 
thankful and extremely grateful for the support of 
these two organizations as well as the overwhelming 
support from their churches, families, and many who 
donate to the college, pray, or provide words of en-
couragement.

BI-VOCATIONAL 
MINISTER’S

 SCHOLARSHIP 
CONTINUES TO 

GROW

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen accepts check for $30,000 from the 
Florida Baptist Financial Services Executive Director/Treasurer Rick 

Wheeler for the Bi-vocational  Minister’s Scholarship fund.

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen and Tommy Green, Executive 
Director-Treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention
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On April 10, 2021 during their Executive Board Meeting, a 
formal signing took place for the new partnership (tuition 
scholarship) between The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville and the West Virginia Convention of South-
ern Baptists (WVCSB). Signees included BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen and Eric W. Ramsey, WVCSB Execu-
tive Director-Treasurer. Kinchen, who also served as West 
Virginia’s third executive director from 1986 to 1990, told 
WVCSB Executive Board members, “I don’t know what 
your questions might be, but the answer is yes; whatev-
er we can do, however we can do, whenever we can do, 
please know that West Virginia is in my heart.” He drew 
laughs from the board while sharing, “I was sitting here 
remembering the last time I attended a meeting in this 
room was the celebration they threw when I left.” Kinchen 
has served faithfully as The Baptist College of Florida’s 
President since accepting the position in 1990.

Ramsey explained both he and Kinchen “believe the fu-
ture of churches in North America will largely be led by 
bio-vocational pastors - those who do not receive a full-
time salary from the church but hold additional jobs to 
support their families.” The free-tuition partnership allows 
for the pursuit of any degree program; however, students 
will be encouraged to pursue a theological education 

whether it be a major, double major, minor, or graduate 
degree. “On behalf of West Virginia Southern Baptists,” 
stated Ramsey, “the generosity that The Baptist College 
of Florida is extending to us is very kind and an incredible 
demonstration of Dr. Kinchen’s love and kingdom mind-
edness, and we are grateful to him and the BCF Board of 
Trustees for loving West Virginia.”

The goal is to equip pastors and missionaries from West 
Virginia for a life of gospel multiplication in and through 
West Virginia. In order to apply for the program, students 
must be a member in good standing at a cooperating 
West Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists church, be 
affirmed in a call to ministry by their church, and meet 
the requirements for admission to The Baptist College of 
Florida. “I’m honored and privileged to get to come back,” 
Dr. Kinchen concluded. “Many places you leave and you 
don’t know if you can go back or not. But I feel like I can 
come back to West Virginia, and I am so grateful for that.”

BCF PARTNERS WITH WEST VIRGINIA 
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS

West Virginia Representatives with BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen
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Over 100 people, including faculty, staff, students, alum-
ni, prospective students, and their families attended 
the first BCF Preview Day on April 29, at Medulla Baptist 
Church in Lakeland.  The one-day event offered two open 
house Preview Day opportunities to meet the needs of 
the community and to provide a chance to meet as many 
prospective students as possible. ”I want to thank every-
one that made this event for The Baptist College of Flori-
da’s Lakeland Preview Day happen,” stated BCF President 
Thomas A. Kitchen. “It’s a great new day in Central Florida 
and we are happy to be here.”

Beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Medulla Activity Center, the 
doors opened to pastries, coffee, juice, and a special time 
for prospective students and their families to visit differ-
ent booths and gather information on degree programs. 
Guests were greeted by friendly faces from the Graceville 
campus, heard about the different financial aid options, 
and were then able to determine if the BCF Lakeland 
campus was where they should continue their education.

After visiting the booths, the BCF premier musical group, 
One Voice, performed two songs and shared a few 
words from scripture. After a time of praise and worship, 
Kinchen led a panel discussion featuring faculty and staff 
from the main campus as they highlighted financial aid, 

BCF HOLDS EXCITING 
PREVIEW DAY IN LAKELAND

transfer credits, degrees offered, and classes to be taught 
on the Lakeland campus. Kinchen concluded the morn-
ing event by presenting three scholarships to prospec-
tive students, as well as sharing his heart and vision for 
the Lakeland campus and inviting everyone to join BCF 
in this grand new adventure. 

The evening event started with food and fellowship in 
the activity center with exhibit booths around the wall, 
followed by One Voice leading worship in the Medulla 
Worship Center. Afterwards, Kinchen shared with pro-
spective students, local pastors, church leaders, and BCF 
Lakeland adjunct faculty his future view for the success 
of the Lakeland campus. The panel discussion was of-
fered once again for the evening attendees and scholar-
ships were presented to seven prospective BCF students. 

The faculty, staff, and students from the Graceville cam-
pus enjoyed the opportunity to meet with prospective 
students, church leaders, Christian schools, homeschool-
ers, and their family members. With the new addition to 
the BCF Family, the college will continue to provide Bible 
based, affordable Christian higher education to those in-
dividuals seeking to fulfill their call to ministry and ser-
vice. 

BCF’s One Voice led in worship during events held at Lakeland Preview Day.



13   SUMMER 2021  |

B
A

P
T

IS
T

C
O

L
L

E
G

E
.E

D
U

The Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
met on the campus in Graceville for their annual 
meeting on May 18, 2021. The Board received 
reports on rebuilding efforts since Hurricane Michael 
and changes in the school’s curriculum. The items 
receiving the most attention in the meeting dealt 
with a plan for Presidential Succession and the 
approval of the 2021-2022 Operating Budget.

Recognizing the impact of COVID 19 during the 
last year and the growing competition in ministry 
preparation brought on by new and expanding 
programs, BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen 
recommended an operating budget of $5,913,000 
for the 2021-2022 session. This total represents a 
decrease of $87,000 from the school’s 2020-2021 
budget. Most of the cuts came as the result of recent 
faculty retirements.

Kinchen also introduced the plan for Presidential 
Succession for discussion. “I want you to know 
several things about this plan,” stated Kinchen. 
“First, I asked for it. No one asked, suggested, or 
pressured me to ask for it. Last week I finished 31 
years as President of BCF. This year, I will be 75 years 
old. I don’t think that I will have another 31 years to 
serve here. Therefore, it is a good business decision 

to have an orderly succession plan in place.” The BCF 
President further told the Board that this is a business 
decision for the institution. He assured them that this 
is not an announcement of his retirement. After several 
questions from members of the Board, the members 
approved the recommendation unanimously.

It was noted that since May 13, 1990, Kinchen has 
served as the President of The Baptist College of Florida 
in Graceville. With his unfaltering visionary leadership 
over the past thirty-one years, BCF has expanded its 
boarders far beyond what was ever imagined in 1943 
when the school was actually established in Lakeland, 
Fla. The institution and community of faith are indebted 
to Kinchen and celebrate his anniversary as president.

For the past 78 years, BCF has successfully trained 
and equipped students for the task of “Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word®.” With several 
name changes, new constructions, building upgrades, 
innovative degrees, retirements and personnel 
changes, the heart and soul of BCF has remained solid 
and the desire to “Tell the Story of Jesus” is stronger now 
than ever before. The rich history of the college and 
the achievements of the graduates that have passed 
through the doors has been graciously attributed to 
the years of faithful and deeply committed service of 
its president, trustees, faculty, and staff.

BCF TRUSTEES ADOPT PLAN FOR     
     PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION AND     
                                      APPROVE BUDGET

BCF Trustees in session at The Baptist College of Florida

Thomas A. Kinchen 
celebrates 31 years 
as President of The 
Baptist College of 
Florida.
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No Cost Housing Scholarship
continues for students living on

 campus in Graceville!
The housing scholarship launched last fall to provide 
assistance to students pursuing their degrees on the 
campus in Graceville will continue through fall 2021.  
According to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, “This 
scholarship program provides a vehicle through 
which more of our students are able to live on cam-
pus and receive the added value of living and study-
ing in a unique Christian environment. Last year, the 
scholarship provided a full year of free housing cost 
for students living on the Graceville campus. We have 
already received enough financial support to contin-
ue the housing scholarship for the fall 2021. Every 
donation given to the program goes directly toward 
the cost  of student  housing  and  is so greatly  ap-
preciated.”

“We provide excellent educational programs both 
on campus and through distance education,” stated 
Kinchen. “Many students would love to live and study 
on the campus in Graceville, but they cannot afford 
the cost of housing. Often, those students who with-
draw before completing their degrees, do so because 
of costs. BCF is one of the least expensive and high-
est quality college programs in the country; however, 

the cost of higher education is still a burden.”

The Housing Scholarship Program on campus is very 
flexible. The cost for a residence hall room is $230 
per month or $1,150 per semester. Married student 
apartments cost an average of $500 per month or 
$2,500 per semester.

“I am delighted to announce that in the first week 
of the initial campaign, we raised approximately 
$70,000,” stated Kinchen. “I truly believe that we can 
continue to provide low or no cost housing for future 
semesters. Coming at this time of crisis for so many 
of our students and their families, this would be a 
tremendous blessing. If God has called students to 
come to The Baptist College of Florida, I do not want 
financial concerns to keep them from pursuing the 
education needed to carry out their mission.”

To make a donation to the Housing Scholarship Fund 
or to obtain more information on how to become a 
part of this incredible and timely campaign, please 
contact the President’s Office at The Baptist College 
of Florida at takinchen@baptistcollege.edu or call 
(850) 263-3261 Ext 445.
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to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us at 
800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.eduALUMNI UPDATES |

Duggan, William, Dr. (‘80) and his wife Debra live in Mitchel, GA. William is currently serving 
at Mineral Spring Baptist in Georgia. William can be reached at (706)951-0402; billyduggan12@
gmail.com

Dye, Tony, Dr. (‘83) is serving as pastor at Pulaski Baptist Church. He and his wife Shirlon live in Statesboro, GA. 
They can be reached at (334)806-5946; pastortonywiththegospel@yahoo.com 

Smith, Tommy (‘04) is the senior pastor at First Baptist Church Pembroke. He and his wife Cheryl 
live in Pembroke, GA and can be reached at (912)653-4952; admin@fbcpembroke.com 

Halstead, Aaron (‘13) and his wife Morgan live in Saint Louis, MO. Aaron serves at Mid-Cities 
Church at Maplewood. They can be reached at (850)774-6971; ashalstead@gmail.com 

Wiggins, Zachary (‘16) serves as a student minister at Blue Valley Baptist Church. Zachary lives in Overland Park, 
KS and can be reached at (662)695-2724; zacwig1993@gmail.com
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