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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training 
for Christian leaders through awarding certificates and 
associate, baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-
educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by 
introducing students to a wide range of knowledge; 
nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, 
and use information; and promote personal and social 
maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In terms 
of professional growth, students are enabled to gain the 
credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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provide no-cost housing to qualifying students 
who live on the campus in Graceville. The 
scholarships relieve the students of one of 
the largest portions of their annual cost of 
attendance. I am prayerful that we can continue 
these scholarships in the future.

 The calendar year of 2020 has been 
challenging, but we have faced nothing that 
our Lord cannot handle. I am convinced that 
this will be the case in 2021. Please pray for 
us and send us your students. Whether students 
study with us in Graceville, online, or in our 
Central Florida locations, they will receive top 
quality education that is Bible based and Christ 
centered.

May God richly bless you with a Merry 
Christmas and a Christ filled 2021,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Dear Friends,

 To say that 2020 has been a uniquely 
challenging year would be a massive 
understatement. COVID-19 has descended 
upon us and refused to go away. Many of us 
are still dealing with the fallout of Hurricane 
Michael. The political uproar has been the 
most divisive that we have seen in decades. 
Rioting in many of our major cities has led 
to destruction of property and disruption of 
lives. As I look at all of this, I have come 
to one simple conclusion, “America Needs 
Jesus.” That fact is the central focus of your 
Baptist College of Florida. We are totally 
surrendered to the mission of “Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word.®” 
This is a mission that does not attract the 
hundreds of thousands who would like to 
fill the football stadiums, but it is a mission 
that will help to grow His Kingdom. That is 
a mission worth pursuing, and one to which 
I am proud to have committed most of my 
adult life.

 As we recently celebrated the 
Thanksgiving holiday, I was reminded that 
even in times of turmoil we have every 
reason to be thankful. We have family on 
earth and in Heaven. We have a lifetime 

mission where we know that the victory has 
already been won. All of this is true because 
we have a Savior who came to earth, was born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died for our 
sins, rose from the grave, ascended back to the 
Father, and is Coming Again! We simply must 
educate and train the next greatest generation of 
Christian leaders who will tell that story in the 
church and in the marketplace.

 The stories in this issue of Echoes 
should serve to remind each of us of the breadth 
of the ministry of the College. Our students 
and graduates are active in ministry whether 
it is in Disaster Relief, the school classroom, 
business leadership, or in the ongoing ministry 
of the local church. Our faculty and staff come 
to the College and serve for decades as they 
pour into the lives of countless students. While 
here, our faculty and staff continue to study and 
advance in their chosen fields of service. One 
of the things for which I am most thankful is 
the recognition that the College has received 
in Florida and nationally as one of the safest 
campuses in our country.

 I am delighted that we are able to 
provide Student Housing Scholarships for the 
2021 Spring Semester. These scholarships 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann.
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BCF WELCOMES NEW FACULTY MEMBER 
AND CELEBRATES PROMOTION & ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

 In fulfilling The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) mission 
of preparing and equipping 
men and women for areas of 
leadership and service within 
a Christ-centered, Bible-based 
institution of higher education, 
exceptional faculty members are 
vital. Recently, BCF added to 
the already highly credentialled 
and accomplished faculty by 
welcoming New Testament and 
Greek Professor Steven Winiarski 
and celebrated the promotion of 
General Education Division Chair 
Kristy Ford.

 A native of Buffalo, NY, 
Winiarski is the new Assistant 
Professor of New Testament 
and Greek at BCF. He has been 
married to his wife Sarah for 15 
years and they have a ten-year-old 
daughter named Emma. Winiarski 
graduated with his Bachelors of 

Religious Education degree from 
Davis College in Johnson City, 
NY. He earned his M. Div. from 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Schenectady, NY, and 
a Ph. D. in New Testament from 
Mid-America in Cordova, TN. 

BCF welcomes New Testament and Greek Professor Steven Winiarski.

BCF celebrates the promotion of BCF General Education Division Chair and Associate 
Professor of Psychology and Counseling Kristy Ford.

Winiarski has served in a variety of 
positions over the years including 
youth pastor, pastor, and college 
professor.

 "Teaching New Testament 
at The Baptist College of Florida 
provides me with the opportunity to 
train future generations on how to 
understand the Scriptures," stated 
Winiarski. "More importantly, how 
to understand their relationship with 
the Lord through the teaching of 
the Scriptures. I am honored to join 
a faculty already devoted to this 
and look forward to contributing 
alongside of them."

 In addition to welcoming 
a new faculty member, BCF 
celebrates the recent promotion 
of General Education Division 
Chair and Assistant Professor of 
Psychology and Counseling Kristy 
Ford to Associate Professor. Having 
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missionary parents and traveling 
around the country, Ford stated that 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Atlanta, 
GA, were places she would consider 
being from. Ford and her husband 
serve at the Christian Center Church 
in Marianna, Fla., where he is the 
pastor. They have two sons, Zack 
and Jake.

 Ford has been a part of 
the BCF family since 2009 when 
she started working as an adjunct 
professor and the school's counselor. 
She became a full-time faculty 
member in April, 2013. Ford has been 
a clinical mental health counselor 
since 1999, and has served in various 
contexts such as private practice, 
community mental health, and 
within the Department of Juvenile 
Justice. Ford is currently the director 
of a private mental health counseling 
practice in Marianna, Fla., called 
Hope Springs Counseling Group. "I 
am honored by this promotion and 
humbled by the many wonderful 
opportunities The Baptist College 

of Florida has afforded me over 
the years," stated Ford. "I'm 
blessed to be associated with Dr. 
Kinchen and the leadership at this 
institution. God's favor led me 
here, and I will continue to serve 
with gratitude." Ford has a Master's 
degree in Professional Counseling 
from Georgia State University in 
Atlanta and a Ph. D. in Counselor 
Education and Supervision from 
Liberty University.

 Professor Tonya Gardner, 
an instructor in the Psychology 
department at The Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
has recently completed all of the 
requirements necessary to earn 
a Doctor of Education degree in 
Marriage and Family Counseling 
from Liberty University.

 Gardner began her career 
at BCF in 2013 as the campus 
counselor and later became an 
adjunct instructor of psychology. In 
the spring semester of 2016, she was 

invited by BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen to join the faculty as a full-
time instructor in the psychology 
division. Eventually, the decision 
was made to allow her to serve as 
the First-Year Student Liaison and 
the Quality Enhancement Program 
(QEP) Director in addition to her 
teaching duties.

 Gardner is a former public-
school teacher and school counselor. 
Currently, she teaches undergraduate 
counseling and psychology courses 
as well as student success skills 
courses for first-year students at 
BCF. She is also a partner in a private 
mental health counseling practice in 
Marianna, Fla., where she works with 
children, adolescents, and families in 
crisis.

 Congratulations Professor/
Doctor Gardner. Your BCF family 
applauds your efforts, hard work, and 
great accomplishment.

Congratulations to Professor Tonya Gardner on earning her Ph.D.

New Testament and Greek Professor Steven Winiarski 
signs the BCF Articles of Faith during fall graduation.
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 For the past 77 years, The Baptist College of 
Florida (BCF) in Graceville has successfully trained and 
equipped students for the task of "Changing the World 
Through the Unchanging Word®." Despite the revisions 
in name, buildings, degrees, leadership, and so many 
positive improvements, the heart and soul of BCF has 
remained solid and the desire to "Tell the Story of Jesus" 
is stronger than ever. The rich history of the school and the 
achievements of the graduates that have passed through 
these doors has been mainly attributed to the years of 
faithful and deeply committed teaching and service of the 
faculty, staff, and administration.

 BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen recently 
celebrated thirty years of visionary leadership. In his words, 
"Thirty Years of Preparing the Called," rings true in every 
area of his life. To some people, the registered trademark 
of "Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®" 
is a catchy slogan or nice little motto, to Kinchen, it has 
been a mandate. A visionary leader who has never given 
up hope, celebrated thirty years of faithful service to a 
small Christian college with a huge God ordained purpose. 
Kinchen is the longest serving president the college has 
had in its 77-year history.

 In addition to celebrating the incredible 
accomplishments of our BCF President, Business Affairs 
Manager Polly K. Floyd celebrated 35 years of faithful 

service to the administration of the college and Piano 
Professor Angela E. Glover has served for 31 years 
teaching and leading in the music division.

 Several faculty and staff members have 20 or more 
years of service to the institution including Professor of 
Music Buford Cox with 28 years and the Administrative 
Assistant to the President Laura Sowell with 27 loyal years 
of service. Academic Dean and Professor of Evangelism 
and Missions Robin Jumper has 25 years of faithful service 
and BCF Registrar Stephanie Orr has cheered on students 
for 24 years. David Coggins, Professor of Leadership and 
Christian Education, Travis Freeman, Professor of Old 
Testament, and Mark Rathel, Professor of Theology and 
Philosophy have all served faithfully for 22 years at the 
college. A very familiar face and friend to the campus is 
Judy Fullington, Administrative Assistant to the Director 
of Operations/Comptroller, who has served for 20 years.

 Through these men and women and others who 
have invested so much in the lives of BCF students, only 
time will tell the impact their ministry has been. From 
1943 to 2020, BCF faculty and staff have faithfully 
dedicated their lives to the mission of changing the world 
while championing the great commission. Anticipation is 
high as to what the Lord has in store for the next 100 
years!

YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE AT BCF
BCF Faculty with Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, President of The Baptist College of Florida (right).
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Dr. Freeman and his wife, Dawn.Dr. Cox and his wife, Judy.

Maintenance Director Huie Wilson and his wife, Debbie.

FOND FAREWELLS
TO THREE OF THE LORD'S FINEST!

 During the Faculty and Staff Christmas party Dr. Rick 
Freeman, Dr. Buford Cox, and Maintenance Director Huie Wilson 
were recognized for their years of faithful service on the occassion 
of their retirement. Video gratitudes and accolades were presented as 
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen expressed his deep appreciation 
for their years of service to the college and students.

 Tables with cakes, bouquets of flowers, and a canvased 
picture for guests to sign were presented to each retiree. The cake was 
to be enjoyed with their family since COVID-19 restrictions limited 
gatherings.

"Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men."

-Colossians 3:23
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 The year 2020 has been filled with uncertainties 
and many interesting challenges related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This fall semester The Baptist College of 
Florida (BCF) in Graceville joined with colleges and 
universities across the nation and made a way for students 
to be safe while they continued their educational journeys 
in-person, on campus. Although the semester looked and 
felt different with everyone wearing masks, using hand 
sanitizer, and social distancing, graduating seniors were 
still able to complete the work needed to earn their degrees. 
In spite of the corona virus, many activities resumed on the 
campus especially the Fall 2020 Graduation Ceremony. 

 On December 4, thirty-seven graduates walked 
across the stage outside in the Grand Bobby Pavilion 
located in the historic Heritage Village. Several of 
the graduates that walked were May 2020 graduates 
participating in the graduation service since their in-person 
commencement became a virtual graduation based on 
COVID-19 restrictions. With families sitting 5 to a group 
and spaced 6 feet apart, the graduates proceeded down 
the middle sidewalk as BCF Professor of Piano Angela 
E. Glover played "Pomp and Circumstance". Following 
the traditional processional, the invocation was given by 
BCF Theology Division Chair and Professor of Missions 
Richard Elligson. Offering the invocation was extra special 
for Elligson this time because his wife, Cheryl, was one 

of the graduates. BCF Music and Worship Division Chair 
Bill Davis then led the congregation in the timeless hymn, 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”. 

 BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen welcomed 
family members and graduates making good on a 
promise to give this group of students the graduation 
ceremony they deserved. Kinchen recognized the newest 
BCF faculty member, Professor of New Testament and 
Greek Steven Winiarski, having him sign the traditional 
“Articles of Faith” as every faculty member signed before 
him. The audience's attention was then turned towards 
Adjunct Professor of Music Lisa Foltz as she sang the 
anthem, “Lord, Here Am I”.  

 Kinchen proceeded to address the graduates and 
those in attendance referencing Deuteronomy chapter 8. 
He instructed graduates to forget forgiven sin, failure, and 
undue pride and success; and remember how God gave 
the children of Israel manna, protection, and provision. 
He challenged graduates, “When you go into the land, 
become the link between someone who is lost and the 
gospel. Once you were lost without hope and now you’re 
members of heaven. You are that link between all that 
God has done and some lost soul.” 

 After the confirmation by BCF Registrar 
Stephanie Orr and the BCF faculty, Academic Dean 
Robin Jumper presented graduates to Kinchen for final 

BCF HOLDS SPECIAL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
President Thomas A. Kinchen addresses the graduates.



9   WINTER 2020  |

approval.  Once approval was granted, the seniors walked 
across the stage to accept their diplomas. Family and 
friends clapped and cheered as the new college graduates 
earned their credentials and could finally appreciate all 
their hard work. The 2020 fall and spring graduating class 
included eight students who received associate degrees, 
fifty earning their bachelor's degrees, and five master's 
degree recipients.

 Graduates were then instructed to move their 
tassels from right to left, symbolizing the final official 
act of graduation. Among the graduates, there were 
two students engaged, one BCF professor’s wife, one 
newlywed, one expectant mother, two brothers, and four 
Master of Arts recipients. After the thunderous applause 
for these graduates, the audience joined the faculty, staff, 
and new alumni in singing the BCF college hymn, "Tell 
Me the Story of Jesus."

 Following the benediction by Instructor of 
Psychology Tonya Gardner, Glover played the recessional 
piece “March” as the graduates left with diplomas in 
hand, excited for the future. The entire ceremony was a 
celebration of the academic accomplishments of the new 
graduates, the links, as they embarked on "Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word®."

BCF Faculty entering the graduation ceremony.

Marshals John William Duke and Autumn Transue lead the graduates into 
the ceremony.

BCF Music and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis leads "Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling."

BCF graduate Eric Diaz posing for a picture with his family in front of Heritage Village's 
Williams House.
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Haley Bynum
Lee, FL

Tyronne Leonard, Sr.
Newville, AL

FRONT ROW (RIGHT TO LEFT): Katherine Myranda Collins, Heather Irene Fish, Elizabeth Margaret Gregory, Marlee Machelle Lassiter, Cheryl 
Lee Elligson, Cassidy Lanford, Erika Smith, Lauryn Alyssa Smith, Phillip Winston McKay, Elyssa Michelle McCallum, Denise Marie Miller, 
Haley Beth Bynum, SECOND ROW: Rebekah Anne VanLandingham, Amanda Jane Davenport, Tyronne S. Leonard Sr., David Michael Mestre 
III, Joshua Wayne Richards, Thomas A. Kinchen (President), Robin Jumper (Academic Dean), Eric Daniel Diaz, Joshua Case Wade, Katlin 
Renee Thompson, Hunter Alan Higgins, Jeremy Orona, Hailey Erin High, THIRD ROW: Timothy Alan Lloyd, Asa Lamar Sellers, Cole Alexander 
Jackson, Raymond Scot Harper, Daniel Joseph Lloyd, Lonnie Lee Shipman.

Amanda Davenport
Tallahassee, FL

Timothy Lloyd
Graceville, FL

Eric Diaz
Orlando, FL

Elyssa McCallum
Crestview, FL

Cheryl Elligson
Graceville, FL

Phillip McKay
Bonifay, FL

Elizabeth Gregory
Punta Gorda, FL

Denise Miller
Youngstown, FL

Cassidy Lanford
Bonifay, FL

Joshua Richards
Empire, AL

Marlee Lassiter
Slocomb, AL

Annie Sea
Green Cove Springs, FL

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2020!
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Joshua Wade
Graceville, FL

Asa Sellers
Mount Dora, FL

Erika Smith
Tallahassee, FL

Lauryn Smith
Graceville, FL

Katlin Thompson
Lakeland, FL

Linda Toscano
Dothan, AL

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR 
GRADUATES AS THEY 
CHANGE THE WORLD!

NOT PICTURED: 
Izec Isabella, James Weathers, William Brown, Jr., Mikaila Letu

Raymond Harper
Milton, FL

M. A. in Music and
Worship Leadership

Cole Jackson
Tallahassee, FL

M. A. in Christian Studies

Lonnie Shipman
Dallas, TX

M. A. in Music and
Worship Leadership

Daniel Lloyd
Cullman, AL

M. A. in Music and
Worship Leadership
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 During the September 18, 2020, 
meeting of the State Board of Missions 
of the Florida Baptist Convention, 
Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, President of 
The Baptist College of Florida, BCF, 
presented what he termed as a "tithe" 
check to Dr. Tommy Green, Executive 
Director-Treasurer of the Florida Baptist 
Convention. Kinchen announced that 
the Board of Trustees of the College 
had approved a gift of $300,000 to 
the Convention to be taken from the 
$3,000,000 sale price of the Blue Springs 
Baptist Conference Center property in 
Marianna.

 In 2016, the Convention gave the 
property to the College. In its first full 
year of camp and conference operation, 
the Conference Center showed a profit 
for the first time in many years. Soon 
after the 2018 camping season had 

ended, Hurricane Michael struck 
the Florida Panhandle. The Blue 
Springs property sustained significant 
damage. According to Kinchen, 
"The damage to the property made it 
impossible for the College to bring it 
back to full operation while carrying 
out its primary function of educating 
Christian leaders." At that point, the 
College began the process of seeking 
to find a buyer for the property. 
Kinchen noted, "It was always my 
desire to find a buyer that would 
operate the property as a Christian 
camping and conference center."

 In the summer of 2020, 
the College sold the Blue Springs 
property to Camp Anderson Ministries 
of Old Town, Florida. The buyer for 
the property owns and operates a 
Christian camp and conference in 

BCF SHARES "TITHE" WITH THE 
FLORIDA BAPTIST CONVENTION

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen presents Dr. Tommy Green, Executive Director-Treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention, a "tithe" check for $35,000 from the 
$350,000 down payment for the sale of the Blue Springs Conference Center.

Old Town on the Suwanee River. Camp 
Anderson Ministries had been looking for 
property in order to expand their thriving 
camping and conference ministry, and the 
Blue Springs property fit their needs.

 Whenever the Blue Springs 
property was donated to the College, 
the agreement stated that if the property 
was sold the proceeds would go to the 
College. At the time of the sale of the 
property, the College received a down 
payment of $350,000. According to 
the BCF President, the Trustees of the 
College excitedly and enthusiastically 
approved a recommendation to give a tithe 
(10%) of the total proceeds back to the 
Convention. "We would not have had the 
opportunity to utilize the property without 
the generosity of the Convention," stated 
Kinchen. "Therefore, it is only right for 
one portion of the Florida Baptist family 
to share with the other parts." The $35,000 
check presented to the Convention on 
September 18, represented ten per cent of 
the $350,000 down payment.
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 As preparations and plans were being made to assist 
Louisiana after Hurricane Laura, the Collegiate Disaster 
Relief (DR) Team at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
was instructed to switch focus and stay put due to Florida 
being in the destructive path of another storm, Hurricane 
Sally. After much prayer and lead team assessments, it was 
determined that the BCF DR Team would be redirected and 
focus their attention and efforts on their home state of Florida. 
On September 26, BCF Associate Professor of Leadership 
and Collegiate Disaster Relief Director David Coggins and 
Associate Professor of Information Technology Cathy Bugg 
went with seven students and one alumnus as they made their 
way to serve the impacted communities in Pensacola, Fla.

 While in Pensacola, the BCF DR Team had the 
opportunity to work alongside Florida Baptist Disaster Relief 
volunteers and many others who gave their time and resources 
to help those who were devastated by the storm. They worked 
long hours cleaning up fallen trees and other debris, fixing 
roofs that may have been leaking or damaged, and removing 
belongings from homes that had damage from flooding, etc. 
They were able to stay at a local church called Hillcrest Baptist 
and, in between their disaster relief efforts, they joined with 
other believers to pray and thank the Lord for His protection 
during the storm and protection during the cleanup efforts.

 More than the tireless physical labor, Coggins and his 
team of students also sought to meet any spiritual needs of the 
hurting people that they came in contact with. Not only did 
this trip leave a lasting imprint on the homeowners but on the 
team serving as well. Coggins explained this by saying "Every 
trip is different and impacts me in different ways. I think this 
one impacted me with a reminder of how many elderly there 
are out there that when something like this happens, how 
much they need disaster relief to be there to help." The BCF 
Collegiate Disaster Relief Team was able to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to people that were hurting as a result of 
Hurricane Laura.

 The commitment of those involved in the disaster 
relief ministry is another example of the way BCF faculty, 
staff and students are making a lasting impact on the world. 
"One thing I took away is the resilience of our students to 
serve. There are some who made this trip as experienced DR 
volunteers and some who it was their first time. For the first 
time students, there is some timidity to start, but a willingness 
to learn and by the end of the trip they have learned to step 
in and are quicker to get the work completed. But more 
important, they are quick to engage the homeowner. This is 
true for the new ones, but especially for the more experienced 
students who really understand our mission is to minister to 
people along with the work, so they look for opportunities to 
talk with those who are needing that ministry" Coggins stated.

BCF DISASTER RELIEF TEAM SENT ON MISSION
BCF Disaster Relief Team on the road again. BCF students and faculty help with Disaster Relief in Pensacola, FL
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Virtual Trustee meeting led by Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen.

BCF students, Emily Straughn and Mary Klein, pose 
for a picture in front of Napier Hall.

 When the Board of Trustees 
of The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville met on October 
20, 2020, they took action on a broad 
range of programs. According to 
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, 
"I am convinced that the actions 
taken by our trustees will impact 
the work of Florida Baptists for 
generations. More importantly, they 
will impact the work and growth of 
the Kingdom."

 The Board approved the 
establishment of a partnership with 

 Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, 
President of The Baptist College 
of Florida, has announced that 
the Student Housing Scholarship 
Program that was initiated in the Fall 
Semester of 2020 has been extended 
into the Spring Semester 2021. The 
scholarship program provides cost 
free housing for qualifying students 
who live on the campus in Graceville. 
According to the BCF President, 
"Housing is one of the significant cost 
areas for our students. Through this 
program, students and their families 
are relieved of a large portion of 
their overall college expenses. We 
are grateful for those individuals 
and groups who have contributed 
to this program as an investment 
in Changing the World through the 
Unchanging Word.®"

BCF TRUSTEES APPROVE 
PARTNERSHIPS AND ESTABLISH 

NEW PROGRAMS

STUDENT 
HOUSING 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
EXTENDED AT 
THE BAPTIST 
COLLEGE OF 
FLORIDA

the Florida Baptist Convention that 
will impact the work and training of 
bi-vocational and small church pastors 
across the state. Dr. Tommy Green, 
Executive Director-Treasurer of the 
Florida Baptist Convention, addressed 
the proposed partnership in the 
meeting. He noted the Convention's 
desire to provide bi-vocational pastors 
with the opportunity for theological 
training that would fit into their 
already cluttered schedules. In order 
to facilitate such a program, the 
trustees approved a redesign of their 

Virtual Trustee meeting led by Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen.
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certificate program that would 
allow these ministers to enroll in 
a program that would lead to a 
Certificate in Biblical Studies or 
Pastoral Ministries. Green and 
Kinchen agreed to a plan in which 
the Convention will pay for one 
half of the tuition and the College 
will cover the other half. They each 
stated that this was a program that 
was close to their hearts and to the 
heightened effectiveness of Florida 
Baptist churches.

 In further partnership 
action, the Board approved the 
establishment of a tuition assistance 
program for ministry students 
in churches related to the West 
Virginia Convention of Southern 
Baptists. Prior to coming to Florida 
in 1990, the BCF President served 
as Executive Director of the West 
Virginia Convention. He noted, 
"Ruth Ann and I left a chunk of 
our hearts in West Virginia, and 
we have desired to do all that we 
can to assist with the ongoing 
development of those churches." 
Kinchen stated that he had tried to 
establish a partnership several years 

ago but had not received a response. 
Recently, the BCF President visited 
with the current Executive Director 
of the West Virginia Convention Eric 
Ramsey and brought up the idea of 
providing tuition assistance for any 
ministry students who are members 
of churches in that Convention. The 
idea met with a very positive response. 
In a conversation with Ramsey after 
the Trustee meeting, Kinchen was 
told that the proposed partnership 
will be brought before the West 
Virginia Convention in November. 

Kinchen noted, 
"With my history 
in West Virginia 
and the ongoing 
partnership of the 
Florida Baptist 
Convention with 
that Convention, 
it seems only 
natural that we 
would work 
with them in this 
partnership."

 A new Prison Based Program 
of Instruction was approved by the 
Board of Trustees. This program 
will be based on a cooperative 
effort between the College, the 
Florida Department of Corrections, 
and the Global Prison Seminaries 
Foundation. Instructional sites are 
planned at prisons in Bowling Green, 
Fla., and in Ocala, Fla. The combined 
programs have the potential to 
involve up to 320 students per year. 
According to the BCF President, 
"This program will afford us the 
opportunity to provide top quality 
training for those individuals who 
will be effective witnesses for 
Christ and community leaders while 
incarcerated as well as in their larger 
community after their release. This 
is a program of academic excellence 
as well as Kingdom growth." The 
BCF Trustee meeting was held 
virtually keeping trustees safe as 
they discussed, approved, and voted 
on major, life-changing programs for 
the college.

Virtual Trustee meeting led by Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen.

Promotion and Publicity Comittee meet virtually.
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 Three professors from The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
contributed to the CSB Holy Land 
Illustrated Bible released by Lifeway 
Publishers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in September 2020. The 
CSB Holy Land Illustrated Bible 
contains over 1,100 illustrations as 
well as 275 commentary articles 

BCF PROFESSORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
CSB HOLY LAND ILLUSTRATED BIBLE

Dr. Newell sharing a chapel message.

originally published in the Biblical 
Illustrator quarterly magazine. A Ph.D. 
degree was the general requirement for 
contributors. The content of the Biblical 
Illustrator highlighted archeology, 
history, and cultural background to 
enhance biblical understanding. Three 
BCF Professors have articles published 
in the new study Bible including former 

BCF Professor of Old Testament J.W. 
Lee authored “Enemies of Rebuilding 
Jerusalem,” James Newell, Professor 
of Old Testament and Hebrew wrote 
“Sorcery, Witchcraft, and Divination,” 
and Mark Rathel, Professor of Theology 
and Philosophy wrote “Temples in 
Corinth.”

Dr. Beauchamp leading Coffee Hour with BCF students.

Holy Land Illustrated Bible.

BEAUCHAMP WRITES ARTICLE IN
LAST BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR
 BCF Campus Minister Lance Beauchamp was selected 

to write an article entitled "A Virgin Conception —Really?" for 
the last issue of the Biblical Illustrator. In addition, Beauchamp 
has contributed "Spiritual War: A Strategic Guide" to the Journal 
for Baptist Theology & Ministry, as well as "The Old and New 
Man in Ephesians 4:17-24" in Faith & Mission.
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 Over the last several years, 
Mark Rathel, Professor of Theology 
and Philosophy at The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF), has 
continued his ministry of writing in 
the areas of biblical studies, theology, 
and Christian/Baptist history.

 In biblical studies, the 
Biblical Illustrator, published 
by Lifeway, Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC), published 
Rathel’s articles on “Our Daily 
Bread” (2020), “The Ethiopian 
Eunuch” (2018), and “Sexual Ethics: 
Paul’s Challenge to the Corinthians - 
1 Corinthians 5-6” (2018).

 In Christian history, Rathel 
authored seven articles in the five-

BCF PROFESSORS CONTINUE MINISTRY OF WRITING
volume Encyclopedia of Christianity in 
the United States published by academic 
publisher Rowman & Littlefield. Rathel 
wrote on Baptist Historian Thomas A. 
Armitage, founder of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, B. H. 
Carroll, Texas Baptist leader and SBC 
President J.B. Gambrell, fundamentalist 
leader Bob Jones, the Leavell family, 
controversial liberal Episcopalian Priest 
James A. Pike, and Rufus W. Weaver the 
foremost Southern Baptist advocate of 
religious freedom in the early part of the 
twentieth century.

 In Baptist history, in 2017 Rathel 
wrote an article for the New Orleans 
Baptist Seminary’s Journal for Baptist 
Theology and Ministry celebrating the 

one-hundredth anniversary celebrating the 
birth of the seminary: “The Cross and the 
School of Providence and Prayer: Atonement 
Controversies at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary.” In the article, Rathel 
focused on three controversies related to 
faculty members Frank Stagg, Theodore 
Clark, and Fisher Humphries. As well, the 
Journal of Florida Baptist Heritage published 
the following articles: “Martin Luther’s Sola 
Fide - Redefined as Baptist’s Affirmation of 
Justification by Faith” (2017), “A Theological 
View of the Ministry of Deacons” (2019), 
and “The Great Awakening: The Legacy 
of Jonathan Edwards and Isaac Backus for 
Baptist Revivalism.”

Dr. Rathel sharing a chapel message.
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Congratulations to Jenna 
Singletary ('19) on being 
recognized as Graceville School's 
Rookie Teacher of the Year.
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Moore, Alan (’80) 
served as a pastor 
for forty years until 
he retired due to 

blindness. Moore has sent many 
students from his churches to The 
Baptist College of Florida. Moore 
and his wife Joanne live in Winter 
Haven, FL. They can be reached 
at 863-255-7465; amjmpmkm@
gmail.com

Ed Downs ('91) 
passed away 
November 12, 2020. 
He leaves a legacy 

of love, compassion, and kindness 
and will forever be remembered by 
all who knew and loved him. He is 
survived by his wife, Janice, two 
children, and nine grandchildren 
whom he adored. Mrs. Downs and 
her family would like to extend 
their heartfelt gratitude to all 
who offered support, prayer, and 
comfort during this time. Memorial 
contributions may be made in Rev. 
Ed’s name to First Baptist Church, 
210 E Saint Peter Street, New 
Iberia, LA 70560. 
Hundley, Julie (’99) and her 
husband Danny live in Byron, GA. 
She recently published her first 
book, What’s So Special About 
Church? in a four-part series of 
Conversations Between Friends. 
Hundley can be reached at 478-
319-3420; danjulhundley@gmail.
com

Blackrick, Bill 
(’05)  has accepted a 
position as Worship 
Pastor for Central 

Baptist Church in Waycross, GA in 
July of 2020. Blackrick and his wife 
Jessica live in Waycross with their 
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two children, Elizabeth and Adam. 
Blackrick can be reached at 386-
984-6551; bill@centralbaptist.org
Thornton, Mike (’05) and his wife 
Jolyn live in Freeport, FL. The 
Thorntons attend Seagrove Baptist 
Church in Santa Rosa Beach, FL. 
They can be reached at 850-814-
2289; mthorntonsbc@gmail.com
Knight, Jared (’07) is the Worship 
Pastor of Wake Cross Roads 
Baptist Church. Knight and his 
wife Christie live in Franklinton, 
NC. They can be reached at 864-
441-2740; j_knight_03@yahoo.
com
Dailey, David (’09) went on 
to earn his MDiv from Liberty 
University in 2017. In 2010, 
he launched a church plant he 
pastored until October 2018 when 
Hurricane Michael hit and they 
lost everything, including their 
home and church. In 2019, for 
over a year he led a prayer ministry 
for a church iwhere he wrote a 
book on prayer, “The Guide to 
Better Prayer: Avoiding Spiritual 
Shipwreck”. He is currently co-
pastoring an African American 
church to help them to recover 
after the hurricane and Covid-19. 
Dailey is available to do prayer 
conferences and can be contacted 
at (850) 624-8605; ecgpdave@
gmail.com

Buchanan, Jared 
(’10) is the pastor at 
Ocklawaha Bridge 
Baptist Church in 

Silver Springs, FL. He and his wife 
Kayla live in Silver Springs and 
can be reached at 352-425-8458; 
pastorjaredbuchanan@gmail.com

Holder, Richard (Ricky) (’10) 
and his wife Patricia (PJ) ('11) live 
in Winter Haven, FL. Holder is 
serving as the Middle School Pastor 
at Heartland Church in Winter 
Haven. They can be reached at 
386-288-2777; rholder88@gmail.
com
Perdue, Joseph (’10) is the 2020 
recipient of the New York State 
Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Award. Perdue and his wife Julia 
live in Cooperstown, NY. They 
can be reached at 352-216-0834; 
joseph.perdue@gmail.com
Maddox, Christian (’12) and her 
husband Ken live in Daleville, AL. 
Maddox is the Music Director at 
Daleville Baptist Church. Maddox 
can be reached at 941-626-1882; 
chrm550@outlook.com
Deaths:
Fred Robert “Bob” Ford (’90) 
passed away Sunday, August 
2nd, 2020 at Wake Forest Baptist 
Medical Center, Winston Salem, 
NC. He was born on October 24th, 
1949 in Oklahoma City, OK. Bob’s 
life was completely devoted to His 
Lord, his bride, and his family.
J.B. Wells (’75) passed away 
October 21, 2020, after suffering 
a massive stroke. J.B. pastored 
churches in Alabama and Florida, 
the last one in Gadsden, AL. He 
served as Director of Missions of 
Muscle Shoals Baptist Association 
in Moulton, AL for two and a half 
years. He is survived by his wife, 
Sandra, two children, and two 
grandchildren. Mrs. Wells may 
be reached at 839 Virgil Drive, 
Ohatchee, AL 36271 or 256-892-
6775.
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