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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide 
for, operate and control a program of education 
and training for Christian leaders through awarding 
certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop 
those qualities in students that contribute to effective 
ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek 
to foster a desire for knowledge; develop cultural 
awareness by introducing students to a wide range 
of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote 
personal and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for 
ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body 
of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and 
a loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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the sale at their next meeting in 
Jacksonville.
We are still negotiating with our 
insurance company concerning 
Hurricane Michael damage claims. I 
am sure that these negotiations will 
come to an acceptable conclusion at 
some point in the future.
Due to the upheaval caused by 
COVID-19, our trustee Executive 
Committee has voted to postpone 
the full operational opening of our 
Central Florida campus until August 
2021. We plan to offer connect classes 
through our online delivery system 
beginning in January 2021.
COVID-19 has caused widespread 
economic distress across our 
nation. Many of our students have 
had family members who are now 
unemployed due to the pandemic. 
In order to help our students who 
wanted to study in residence on the 

Dear Friends,
As I write this letter to you, I am 
having to rely on both my long 
term and short-term memory. I want 
to share with you what has been 
happening during these unusual times 
in the life of the College. Also, I want 
to reflect a bit on the thirty years that 
I have had the privilege of serving as 
President of this unique school.
In the short term, we have been 
dealing with the daily changes 
brought about by the COVID-19 saga. 
Requirements and recommendations 
seem to change daily with some 
requiring that we redo what we had 
just done. It has been challenging, 
but our faculty, staff, and students 
have risen to the occasion with great 
commitment. After a delay of over 
five months, we began classes in 
Graceville on August 10, 2020. We 
have taken all precautions to make 
sure that the campus is as safe as we 

can possibly make it. Our days are 
filled with temperature checks, hand 
sanitizers, masks, hand washing, and 
any other thing that we can think of 
that might promote safety. At this 
point, we have almost completed our 
fourth week of the semester without a 
COVID-19 outbreak. We are grateful 
for that.
During the summer, we completed 
the sale of the Blue Springs property 
in Marianna. It was sold to Camp 
Anderson Ministries, a Christian 
camping and conferencing program 
in Old Town, Florida. I am delighted 
that we could find another strong 
Christian group to purchase the 
property. The property sold for 
$3,000,000 with a down payment 
of $350,000 and regular payments 
coming to the College. I will be 
making a special presentation to the 
State Board of Missions concerning 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Top: Dr. & Mrs. Kinchen, Lisa and Alex.
Bottom: Dr. Kinchen cuts the ribbon at the 
grand opening of the campus store.

home campus, I began a fundraising 
campaign to help with the cost of 
student housing. In order to cover 
the costs for our projected on campus 
students, we needed to raise $150,000 
for each of the two semesters of the 
2020-2021 academic session. With a 
goal of $300,000 before us, we began 
to pray and ask God’s people to join 
us in this effort. I am delighted to tell 
you that as of this date we have raised 
over $317,000! We are continuing this 
effort with the hope of being able to 
provide no-cost campus housing for 
qualified students on an ongoing basis. 
To God be the glory for His provision. 
As you can see, we have had enough 
activity to occupy ourselves for the 
last several months. However, I have 
spent a little time reflecting on the last 
thirty years during this season. May 
13, 2020, marked thirty years that I 

have had the privilege of serving as 
President of The Baptist College of 
Florida. During that time, we have had 
a change in name, many changes in 
structures on the campus, changes in 
program offerings, changes in faculty 
and staff, and most importantly, a 
continuing stream of God called 
students who have come through the 
school. Even though we have had all 
of these changes, we have remained 
committed to keeping our focus on 
the main reason for our existence, 
“Changing the World through the 
Unchanging Word.®” 
When Ruth Ann and I arrived here 
in 1990, we had a daughter in high 
school and a son who had just 
completed his first year of college. 
We had just moved into our forties, 
and the challenge before us seemed 
ominous. Today we have a forty-six-

year-old, a forty-eight-year-old, and 
six grandchildren. We have moved 
into our seventies, and the challenge 
before us seems ominous. Some 
things have changed a great deal, and 
some things have remained the same. 
Throughout these three decades, our 
Lord has blessed in fantastic ways.
During our early years at the College, 
we saw substantial growth of the on 
campus enrollment. This created the 
need for construction of new library 
facilities, new student housing, a 
renovated and expanded R.G. Lee 
Chapel, and a new Wellness Center. 
In addition to the new construction, 
literally every building on the campus 
has been repaired, renovated, or had 
its use changed. At each point of need, 
God’s people provided the needed 
support, and they have continued 
to do that. In addition to on campus 

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen celebrates 25th Anniversary with his family.
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Dr. Kinchen and the First Lady talk with Dr. Wiley Rickards.

changes, we opened extension sites at 
several points across the state.
After about five years of service 
here, I began to be concerned that 
the generation of students that 
was coming to the College had no 
concrete tie to the physical history of 
the churches that had dotted this part 
of the country in past generations. 
We began to clear a tract of land on 
the northeast corner of the campus 
in preparation for the construction 
of the Heritage Village. The Village 
has grown into a real hub for campus 
activities as well as an interest center 
for area historians. We moved nine 
buildings from north Florida and 
south Georgia and reset them on the 
property. Ages of the buildings range 
from circa 1867 to 1930. The Village 
has developed into a teaching center 
as well as the location for our annual 
Holiday Homecoming Festival.

Tied closely to our history is the army 
of servants of our Lord who have 
reached an age where they are no 
longer able to be actively involved in 
vocational ministry. Many members 
of this generation have lived in homes 
owned by the churches where they 
have served and have no house or 
equity at the time of retirement. Some 
have been forced out of their church 
owned housing. God laid on my heart 
that His old soldiers deserved better 
and that I was to do something about 
it. We began to raise funding for the 
construction of Shepherds’ Cottages 
near the Heritage Village on the 
campus. These homes are provided 
to retired ministers or their remaining 
spouses when they have need for 
a place to live. Our Lord has truly 
blessed through this ministry.
Our Lord impressed upon my heart 
that we needed to prepare Christian 

leaders who would make their 
living serving in the marketplace. 
We developed a program in Teacher 
Education that has prepared some of 
the finest teachers that you can find 
anywhere. After they have graduated, 
these folks have been recognized 
across their profession as leaders. 
We desperately need solid Christian 
teachers in all areas of education. 
Your Baptist College of Florida is 
providing these teachers. 
Another area in which we have seen 
great growth is the area of Business 
Leadership. I was impressed with 
the fact that we need solid Christian 
leaders in the field of business across 
our nation. I found that leaders in that 
arena were in total agreement and 
were willing to help with the support 
needed for such a program. Today, 
we are graduating some of the finest 
young Christian Business leaders 

Visionary leaders are always planning the next 
addition.
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The new Teacher Education Center, The Kinchen Center, dedicated to Dr. and Mrs. 
Thomas A. Kinchen.

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen.

that can be found anywhere. Our 
graduates have obtained their masters 
and doctoral degrees in the fields of 
business and law. They are making 
a profound difference in this unique 
arena. 
For quite some time, I have felt that 
the College needed to offer advanced 
degrees based on the solid foundation 
of associate and baccalaureate 
degrees that we have offered for many 
years. Our trustees approved the 
establishment of a Graduate School 
at the College, and we began offering 
classes. Currently, we offer a Master 
of Arts in Christian Studies with 
specialization in Biblical Studies or 
Pastoral Ministry, a Master of Arts in 
Music and Worship Leadership, and 
a Master of Arts in Counseling. Plans 
are evolving for graduate degrees in 
other fields of study at the College. 

As technology developed in the area 
of online delivery of educational 
programs, we began to offer courses 
through that channel. This was a 
way to provide Bible based, Christ 
centered education to those folks who 
were not able to move from their home 
area in order to attend college. In the 
early years of this new technology, 
I told our leadership that the day 
would probably come when we would 
have more students in our distance 
education program than we had on 
campus in Graceville. Well, that day 
has come. We are definitely in the 
digital age. I am delighted that we can 
reach many students who could not 
attend college otherwise; however, I 
miss having the opportunity to see our 
students on campus on a regular basis.  
Earlier in this letter, I mentioned 
the opening of our Central Florida 

Dr. Kinchen and the First Lady.

Dr. Kinchen and Dr. Hammack.
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BCF students and faculty gather in prayer.

campus. For many years, I have 
thought that we needed an additional 
location in the central part of the state. 
That is the population center at this 
time. Ironically, it is also the place 
where the College started in 1943. 
With the approval of our trustees and 
all of the other related entities, we 
have received approval to begin this 
new work. I believe that it can be one 
of the greatest steps that we have ever 
taken. I look forward to seeing what 
our Lord has in store for us in this 
great new venture.
In addition to the new Central Florida 
campus, we are in negotiations with 
the Florida Department of Corrections 
and other related agencies concerning 
opening a program of instruction 
in two prisons in the Central 
Florida area. If we are successful 
in establishing these programs, it 
will give us the opportunity to offer 

education and training to Christian 
inmates who will minister within the 
prison. This is a different venture for 
us, but I believe that it is one that is 
mandated by our Lord and one that 
will bear much fruit.
In the thirty years that I have had the 
privilege of serving here, I have seen 
many changes. Students are getting 
much younger than they were in 1990, 
or just perhaps I am getting much 
older. Issues facing our students seem 
to be much more complex. They also 
carry a higher level of immediacy. 
The fact remains that there are only 
two types of people: those who know 
Jesus Christ as their savior and lord 
and those who do not. Until those 
of us who do know tell all of those 
who do not know, there is still a great 
mission for the church, the Florida 
Baptist Convention, and The Baptist 
College of Florida.

I do not know all of the future, 
but my best estimate is that I will 
not serve another thirty years as 
President of The Baptist College of 
Florida. However, for what time I 
do have in this office, I can assure 
you that I am more excited than I 
was thirty years ago; I am more sold 
out to the task before us; and I am 
more convinced that the time for 
God’s people is NOW! These are 
uncharted waters, but Thank God 
that our Lord Walks on the Waters!

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President 
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Celebrating 30 Years of Visionary Leadership
President Thomas A. Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann Kinchen

The Baptist College of Florida

To some people, the registered trademark of “Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®” is a catchy slogan 
or nice little motto,  to Thomas A. Kinchen, it has been a mandate.  A Visionary Leader who has never given up hope 
celebrating 30 years of faithful service to a small Christian college with a huge God ordained purpose. Kinchen and 
First Lady Ruth Ann arrived in Graceville with their two young children, Lisa and Alex, in 1990 and have poured their 
hearts into The Baptist College of Florida, a place where men and women could come and receive the best Christ-
centered, Bible-based, Christian higher education in the country. For Kinchen, leading as president for the past 30 
years has been God’s plan as lives have been changed, miracles have been recognized, doors have opened, and at every 
turn, both good and bad, his presidency has reflected the story of God’s redemption for all people.

Kinchen has been a strong leader.  As a statesman, he has held leadership positions within the community, convention,  
and higher education, currently serving as the Vice Chair of the Commission on Independent Higher Education for 
the state of Florida, appointed by the Governor. As a kingdom builder, he boldly preaches the Word of God without 
hesitation or reservation at any and every opportunity. As a teacher, his mantra has been to train and equip the 
next greatest generation to go into all of the world preaching, teaching, serving others, reaching the lost, just as our 
Savior taught us. His joy has been demonstrating God’s love for the church within his own home, a proud father 
and Pawpaw, and a faithful  husband to First Lady Ruth Ann who stands supportively by his side and provides wise 
counsel . A helpmate indeed, receiving recognition and honors from the Florida Baptist Minister’s Wives, Ruth Ann 
has added her own heart to BCF by decorating office buildings and houses making them home, sewing curtains, 
baking homemade cookies every semester, opening her home for trustees, scholarship auctions, volunteer groups, 
church fellowships (known fondly for her 16-layer chocolate cake), and never forgetting a handwritten note of thanks 
or celebrating an occasion.

A story that only God could weave, for 30 years Kinchen has accepted every challenge with bold potential  as he 
expanded the boundaries of the campus, modeled academic excellence, enlarged degree opportunities, obtained 
accreditation and licensure, always championing mission minded, God called students who wanted to change the 
world for Jesus Christ.
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Thirty Years of Preparing the Called

“I am grateful for the incredible leadership of Dr. Kinchen at the Baptist College of Florida. He has faithfully 
and fruitfully invested in the preparation of those called into the ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ over 

the past thirty years. Florida Baptists are blessed by your commitment to Christ and BCF.”
Tommy Green

Executive Director-Treasurer, Florida Baptist Convention

“I have had the privilege of working with some of the greatest leaders in Southern Baptist life over the course 
of my forty years of ministry.  Few have reached the bar set by Dr Tom Kinchen.  Dr Kinchen is the rarest 
of blends of strong vision, humble spirit, and godly character.  He has led us well these past 30 years.  I am 

grateful to serve with him.”
Tim Maynard

Chair, The Baptist College of Florida Trustees
Senior Pastor, Fruit Cove Baptist Church

. .
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WELCOMING STUDENTS BACK ON CAMPUS
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
join colleges across the nation preparing for the 
upcoming school year with a different mindset than 
in previous years. On August 6, new students made 
their way to the Graceville campus to begin their 
academic career not sure of what that would look 
like under the current environmental concerns. 
Returning students were excited to be back on the 
campus having left the campus in March for spring 
break and completing the rest of the semester 
online. Although the fall semester looks different 
with mask, hand sanitizer, social distancing, and 
single rooms, the faculty and staff at BCF have 
prayed and prepared for the arrival of the new and 
returning students. In spite of the corona virus, 
activities have resumed on the campus following 
specific COVID-19 guidelines to minimize the 
transmission of the virus and to safeguard the 
entire BCF family.  
Each semester, the Registrar’s Office coordinates 
New Student Orientation for incoming students 
so they can learn more about the campus, identify 

key personnel for assistance, and register for 
classes. This year’s orientation was held August 
6-7, beginning with breakfast in the college dining 
facility, the Deese Center. After breakfast, new 
students made their way outside to the gazebo 
for a time of musical worship and greeting from 
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. Kinchen 
shared from his heart how excited he was to see 
the new faces on campus by saying, “You are no 
longer prospective students, you are family now. 
Remember it’s never a convenient time for the 
Lord’s work, but there is a right time and it starts 
for you now.” Kinchen reminded everyone that, “If 
BCF is where you are called, then this is where you 
need to be!”  
After a time of worship, new students gathered in the 
Mills Center, seated six feet apart, to watch a series 
of videos and become familiar with the resources 
available on the campus. Students were instructed 
on the policies and procedures found in the student 
handbook and briefed on the COVID-19 guidelines. 
New students then met with their faculty advisors 

Left: BCF RAs ready to serve
Right: New BCF students walk through campus during orientation 
on their way to chapel.
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for a time of fellowship over lunch and to talk 
about the classes they would need for their degree. 
After lunch, students returned to the gazebo for an 
overview of the local area provided by Theology 
Division Chair Rich Elligson, a point of reference 
for the place students now call home. The first day 
of orientation ended with a fun Resident Assistant 
(RA) led activity and dinner in the Deese Center.  
The second day of orientation began with Coffee 
Hour led by BCM Campus Minister Lance 
Beauchamp followed by lunch together in the 
Deese Center. After the required entrance testing 
and dinner in the Deese Center, students enjoyed 
a time of outside entertainment, 6 feet apart,  
behind the BCF Wellness Center. Game Night 
included fun and creative socially distance games 
like Simon Says, red light-green light, and a huge 
water balloon skirmish. A special night of worship, 
“Worship Under the Stars” was held in the empty 
field behind the Student Center on Saturday 
evening featuring the praise and worship band 
from the First Baptist Church of Graceville.  

The academic semester feels very different, but the 
mandate has not changed, “Changing the World, 
Through the Unchanging Word.®” For more 
information on The Baptist College of Florida, 
please call 800.328.2660 or visit the website at 
www.baptistcollege.edu.

BCF students, Naomi Stading, 
Hannah Poldvee, and Elyssa 
McCallum give a thumbs up 
as they watch the Back-To-

School Game Night.

BCF Student, Riley Higgins, and alumni, Hailey High, lead 
worship at the BCM Night Under the Stars.

BCF students get their 
temperature taken as they 
arrive to chapel services.

BCF students, Taylor Donaldson, Alexis Winsor, and Mary 
Klein glad to return to campus.
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One might notice a new face in the library as well as a recent 
graduate now working full time in the archives building. Melissa 
Justice and Katlin Thompson have both joined the college as full-
time staff members.
Melissa Justice is the new Director of Library Services. She is a 
native of Slocomb, Alabama and a member of the First Baptist 
Church in that community. She brings three decades of experience 
with her, having recently retired from the Geneva County School 
System. She has spent the summer months overseeing the 
complete restructuring of the BCF library resources, establishing 
the new Research Resource Center. This will be a full integration 
of books and electronic resources that are part of the resources in 
circulation with the archives and non-circulating materials.
Justice is married to Kip Justice, a machinist at Fort Rucker 
Military Base. They have three grown children. "I am looking 
forward to this new adventure and working with the students and 
faculty," stated Justice. "Please let me know how I can serve you." 
As C. S. Lewis asserted, "You can never get a cup of tea large 
enough or a book long enough to suit me."
Thompson is a native of Lakeland, Fla., and recent graduate from 
BCF with a bachelor's degree in missions. She has worked part-
time in the archives on the BCF campus for the past two years. 
During that time, she has developed extensive knowledge of the 
operations of the Florida Baptist Convention archives, the BCF 
archives, as well as other resources such as archiving the Florida 
Baptist Witness, and making the state denominational paper 
available after it ceased its print publication a few years ago.
"I have been excited to start working in this position and to see how 
the library and the archives will work together," stated Thompson. 
"Mrs. Melissa has been a great addition to the BCF family and 
has been working diligently to get the library in order for the next 
semester."
Justice and Thompson will be working together to integrate all 
of the college's holdings to make them available to the BCF 
community. BCF Professor and Curator for the Florida Baptist 
Archives Roger Richards, who oversees the entire Research 
Resource Center on the BCF campus, is excited to have both of 
these ladies working together to improve the research capabilities 
for all of the BCF community. "I have known Katlin during her 
time as a student at BCF and have gotten to know Melissa over the 
past several months. They, along with the student employees we 
have on campus, make up the best staff I have seen since my time 
being associated with BCF."

BCF WELCOMES NEW LIBRARY 
& ARCHIVE STAFF!

New BCF Director of Library Services, 
Melissa Justice.

New BCF Archive Assistant, 
Katlin Thompson.
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Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, President of The Baptist 
College of Florida, announced that the sale of 
the school's Blue Springs Conference Center 
located in Marianna, Florida has been completed 
effective July 8, 2020. The ninety-acre facility was 
constructed by the Florida Baptist Convention 
in 1982 and served as one of its two conference 
facilities until 2016. Facing declining utilization 
of the conference center, the Convention sought 
to sell the property. After several months of the 
Convention seeking to sell the property, the College, 
which is a cooperating ministry of the Convention, 
requested that the Conference Center be donated 
to it. The Convention donated the property to the 
College, and it was operated as a camp through 
the summer of 2018. During that summer, the 
camps had their first profit making season in recent 
memory. In October 2018, Hurricane Michael 
ravaged the Northwest Florida area. The Blue 
Springs Center sustained significant damage, and 
the College decided that the sale of the property 
was the best route for it to follow.
According to Kinchen, "My heart was broken 
at the devastation of Blue Springs as a result of 

Hurricane Michael. I felt that the College would 
not be able to bring the facility back to its full 
potential while continuing to operate our primary 
function of Christian higher education. My great 
desire in the whole process was to see the property 
remain as a Christian camp and conference center." 
After several contacts by various interested parties, 
the College sold the property to a Christian camp 
and conference center that already has a very 
successful operation in Florida. "I believe that this 
is a fabulous development that has been brought 
about by our Lord," noted Kinchen. "The property 
will host far more folks than we could have ever 
accommodated, and countless individuals will 
come to faith in Christ at this place in the future. 
I wish for the new owners every blessing and 
success provided by our Lord."
With the sale of the Marianna property, The Baptist 
College of Florida still maintains the two-hundred-
fifty-acre campus in Graceville. The college is set 
to open a campus in Lakeland, Florida in January 
2021. Kinchen stated that this opening will be a 
trip "back to the future" for the school that was 
founded in Lakeland in 1943.

THE SALE OF THE CONFERENCE CENTER
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BCF STUDENTS PREPARE TO SERVE

To most people, family means a collection of 
individuals related by ancestry or by blood. At The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, being 
family has nothing to do with genes or DNA but 
everything to do with faith in Christ, acceptance, love, 
support, and compassion. At BCF, we are family. No 
matter who you are or where you came from, when 
you become a student at BCF, called to prepare for 
areas of ministry and service, you are family.
BCF Senior Caleb Mcvay has been preparing for 
ministry as a student at BCF for the past three years. 
He is originally from Jackson, Ala., where he has three 
siblings, two brothers and one sister. When asked how 
his life has changed since attending BCF, Mcvay said, 
"Well, I've definitely grown and maturated. I have more 
of a love for God's word and its authority and priority 
in my life. When I look at where I've come, I can see 
that the Bible shows me how to live, how to spend 
my money, how to date, and through God's Word, I've 
learned how to treat people. It truly humbles me to 
know that I know who Jesus is and that I can now 
teach people about Him, making disciples." Mcvay 
had the opportunity to put his education and training 
into practice over the summer while working in Utah 

for an association of network churches. He worked 
primarily in Ogden, Brim City, and Logan, building 
relationships with church planters. After graduation, 
Mcvay plans to use his degree in Ministry Studies to 
plant churches in Utah.
Oliva Smith, a new BCF incoming freshman, is double 
majoring in Missions and Elementary Education. She 
is from Ozark, Ala., and has nine siblings ranging in 
ages from four to 21. Smith knew BCF was where 
she wanted to continue her education, "I choose 
BCF because it's close to home and initially I wasn't 
planning to go into missions, I was just planning on 
becoming a teacher. However, a few months ago, I 
felt the call to go into an area of ministry and the best 
place to start that path was in a biblical setting at a 
Bible college. BCF kept appearing in my thoughts and 

BCF students Ben Swain, Olivia Smith, and Caleb Mcvay.

Top: New students play pool in the Student Center.
Bottom: BCF RAs Riley Higgins, Kerrie Edwards, Caleb Mcvay, 
Mary Klein, Savannah Graff, and Joy Hobbs.
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am." Smith is excited to see where her journey at BCF 
will take her and how God can use her.
New BCF Student Ben Swain is from Lake Asbury, 
Fla., where he has two younger siblings, Drew and 
Rachel. His heart is set on obtaining a degree in 
biblical studies with a minor in missions. Swain 
said what he loves most about BCF is the personal 
relationships between everyone on campus, family. "I 
feel more awake and closer to God since arriving at 
BCF," stated Swain. "Having chapel and Bible studies 
throughout the week have been so beneficial. I'm 
trying new churches now and hope to get connected 
to a local church. Living in the dorm is so much fun, 
not only does it feel like a summer camp 24/7, but it's 
living with a group of people with the same Christian 
values as me."
Will Mitchum, a transfer student to BCF studying 
ministry, is originally from Thomasville, Ga. Coming 
from a campus of more than ten thousand students, 
Mitchum appreciates the smaller atmosphere and 
opportunity of more personal relationships. "One 
thing that has really grown since coming to BCF has 
been my love for the local church. I've always loved 
the local church but focusing mainly on my call to 
evangelism, at BCF I've seen that the church plays a 
major role in evangelism. It's not just my job to go tell 

people about Jesus, it's a role that the church needs to 
go as well. After BCF, I don't know where the Lord 
will lead me, but called to evangelism, I want to go 
to seminary and travel the world telling people about 
Jesus." When Mitchum was asked for one piece of 
advice for students he said, "Never think that you're 
too young or too old to be used by God. If you're 
willing, God can work through you, you just have to 
be open." Mitchum contended, "Spend time with God 
every day, and spend time in the word every day so 
that your relationship with the Lord grows stronger."
BCF is not only teaching the next greatest generation 
in areas of elementary education, music, ministry, 
missions, business, psychology and leadership, but 
preparing Christian leaders to grow in their faith, 
strengthen their walk, and go into the world and 
"Change the World through the Unchanging Word.®" 

BCF student, Elijah Isabella, gives blood.

Top: BCF student, Athena Baker, studies before her first 
exam.
Bottom: BCF students worship during the first chapel service 
of the semester.
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The Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) at The Baptist College of 
Florida (BCF) in Graceville, is an 
active avenue for college students 
to come together, ask questions, 
explore new ideas within their 
faith, and learn more about Jesus 
Christ. Another initiative of BCM 
is to connect students to their 
local churches for community, 
service, and growth through 
different volunteer opportunities, 
internships, and filling staff 
positions. When BCF students 
were required to move fully online 
to complete the spring semester and 
continuing through the summer 
months, the BCF Campus Minister 
Lance Beauchamp explored unique 
ways to keep students engaged 

NEW FRIENDSHIP FORMS DURING BCM EVENT ONLINE
BCF students connect online.

and connected which resulted in a 
long-distance friendship between a 
student in Graceville and the other 
living in New York.
Determined to keep BCF students 
connected and engaged spiritually, 
Beauchamp moved his weekly 
Coffee Hour to a virtual meeting 
and added a weekly Bible study 
"virtual but real Bible study" for 
all of the students through Zoom. 
He sent out email reminders, 
posted on Facebook, and 
encouraged students to participate 
in the online BCM events to stay 
connected throughout the semester 
and through the summer. All of 
the BCF students, whether taking 
classes online or on campus, 
were now connected to the BCM 

events online, together, in a way 
that otherwise may not have been 
considered in the past.
Amidst the coronavirus pandemic, 
two BCF students connected via 
one of the BCM Zoom sessions 
and formed an unlikely friendship. 
Hannah Weber is from New York, 
specifically Hudson Valley, and 
started her degree program at BCF 
in 2018 as a fully online student. 
She is seeking to earn a Bachelor's 
degree in Music Education in hopes 
of one day teach in a piano studio 
or potentially a school. Being a 
fully online student, Weber has 
never been able to join any extra 
events or gatherings that BCF has 
provided other than those seen on 
the website or through classroom 
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experiences. "When I came to BCF, 
I had no idea how someone taking 
an online class could commune 
with their peers or classmates on 
campus," stated Weber. "There is 
such a Christlike community at 
BCF, and now anyone can take 
part in this community!"
The second BCF student is Elyssa 
McCallum, a senior pursuing her 
degree in Elementary Education. 
McCallum is originally from 
Crestview, Fla., but has resided in 
on campus housing until BCF had 
to move to a fully online presence 
during the spring. McCallum 
returned home to complete her 
coursework online in Crestview. 
Missing the interactions with 
other people, McCallum made 
it a priority to join every Zoom 
meeting and every online Bible 
study that the school offered. 
After hearing Weber's testimony, 
McCallum reached out and offered 
support from one BCF student to 

another. After 
an exchange of 
emails, it soon 
turned into 
personal Zoom 
meetings, face 
time calls, 
and now a 
w o n d e r f u l 
friendship.
Both students 
shared how 
this experience 
and unique 
c o n n e c t i o n 
has been a blessing. 
"While this pandemic 
has brought many hardships to 
the world, the Lord has brought 
many blessings through it as well. 
Without the pandemic, I don't 
think I would have ever been able 
to join a BCF Bible study online, 
and I definitely wouldn't have 
really 'met' Dr. Lance or Elyssa," 
stated Weber. "I have been very 

blessed to be able to find a like-
minded Christian friend, and it is 
truly an answer to many years of 
prayer." McCallum agreed stating, 
"This unlikely occurrence has just 
brought so much encouragement 
in this difficult time. Getting to 
connect with other Christians that 
are the same age as me is a cool 
experience. And that we have so 
much in common is like a super 
God thing, like we would have 
never met if quarantine hadn't 
happened."
BCF is a place where students 
are trained and equipped through 
classes on campus and online. What 
a special connection that these two 
students, one in Graceville and one 
in New York, now have, resulting 
in a forever friendship, having 
met online during extraordinary 
circumstances. According to 
Beauchamp, even though classes 
have now resumed on campus, 
the online students are forever 
connected to the Coffee Hour and 
Bible studies!BCF student Kevin Honeycutt studies the Bible in between classes.

Dr. Lance hosts weekly Coffee Hour for students to 
discuss where life meets theology.
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The homegoing of Nancy Sullivan has left a significant hole 
in the life of family, Florida Baptists, The Baptist College Of 
Florida, and Ruth Ann and me. Nancy gave her untiring efforts 
to making life better for ministers' wives across Florida and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Countless student wives 
and staff at The Baptist College Of Florida have been able 
to attend special events at the Florida and Southern Baptist 
Convention meetings because of the endowment funds that 
she raised. Nancy honored her Lord, supported her husband, 
and worked diligently for those who serve our Lord in the 
churches. She further supported the John and Nancy Sullivan 
Scholarship Fund at BCF. For Ruth Ann and me, Nancy was 
a friend for over four decades. As Dr. Sullivan loves to say, 
"She loved Ruth Ann and sort of liked me." We will miss the 
sweet times of fellowship around the dinner table.

Thomas A. Kinchen
President, The Baptist College Of Florida

HOMEGOING OF
MRS. NANCY SULLIVAN

Picture taken during the Dedication of the Florida 
Baptist History and Heritage Center and Sullivan 
Archives located on The Baptist College of Florida 
campus.
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GA 30022 or International Mission 
Board, in memory of Michael 
D. Beck, 3806 Monument Ave., 
Richmond, VA 23230. Mike is a 
1971 graduate of Hueytown High 
School, and a 1988 graduate of The 
Baptist College of Florida. He was 
in Vocational Ministry for 38 years 
doing youth, music, and evangelism. 
Mike was preceded in death by 
his parents, James Newton and 
Virgie Carrell Beck. He is survived 
by his loving wife of 47 years, 
Sharon Kennedy Beck. Lovingly 
remembered by his son, Jeremy 
(Tracey) Beck, daughter, Mandy 
(Kirby) O’Brien, grandchildren, 
Olivia Beck, Kennedy O’Brien, 
Peyton O’Brien, Nolen Beck, Kirby 
O’Brien III and one on the way. 
Mike leaves behind brothers, James 
“Jimmy” (Linda) Beck, Charles 
Beck, Ron Beck and Doug (Brenda) 
Beck and sister, Joan (Joe) Plunkett. 
Sisters-in-law, Ann (Frankie) 
Swinford and Kay (Lewis) Elmore 
and many nieces and nephews.

Butler, Ric (’80) will 
no longer be at Eden 
Fellowship Church as of 
August 5, 2018. He will 

now be available for supply, Interim, 
revivals, and some pastoral work. Ric 
and his wife, Alice, can be contacted 
at 21739 Hubert Road, Opp, AL; 
email: drric1104@aol.com 
Aaron, Lee Devon (’80) retired 
from almost fourteen years of music 
ministry on April 1, 2018. Aaron 
and his wife Peggy can be reached 
at 340 Beaverdam Road, Aiken, SC; 
ph: 803-745-1464; email: daaron@
bellsouth.net

Ford, Fred “Bob” 
(’90) lives in 
Martinsville, VA with 
his wife Kathie. They 

can be reached at 287-353-4150; 
fredf04@centurylink.net
Wiles, Martin (’91) is a full-time 
English teacher at Greenwood 
Christian School, a bi-vocational 
pastor at Buffalo Baptist Church, 
the Managing Editor for Christian 
Devotions, and the Senior Editor for 
Inspire a Fire. Wiles and his wife 
Michelle live in Greenwood, SC. 
They can be reached at 864-554-
3204; mandmwiles@gmail.com

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us at 
800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.eduALUMNI UPDATES |

Herndon, Aubrey (’94) has been 
teaching at Vernon Middle School in 
Vernon, FL since February, 2001 and 
pastoring at Unity Baptist Church 
since June, 2017. Herndon lives in 
Vernon, FL and can be reached at 
aub32425@icloud.com
Keough, Peter (’99) is serving as 
the Division Chaplain for the 25th 
Infantry Division. He and his wife 
Amy live in Honolulu, HI. Keough 
can be reached at 337-423-1334; 
peter.keough89@gmail.com
Condolences to the Families of:
Michael David Beck ('88) went 
to be with his Lord Jesus Christ at 
4:25 PM on September 15, 2020 at 
the age of 67. Funeral services were 
held September 19, 2020 at Ino 
Baptist Church, Kinston, AL and 
September 20, 2020 at First Baptist 
Pleasant Grove, AL. His son, Jeremy 
Beck, officiated the services. In lieu 
of flowers, Mike has requested all 
donations be given to one or all of 
these Gospel focused ministries: 
The Baptist College of Florida, in 
memory of Michael D. Beck, 5400 
College Drive, Graceville, FL 32440, 
North American Mission Board, in 
memory of Michael D. Beck, 4200 
North Point Parkway, Alpharetta, 

'80

'90

The Baptist College of Florida sign.




