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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training 
for Christian leaders through awarding certificates and 
associate, baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-
educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by 
introducing students to a wide range of knowledge; 
nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, 
and use information; and promote personal and social 
maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In terms 
of professional growth, students are enabled to gain the 
credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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unchanged is that there are multitudes in 
Florida and around the world who desperately 
need to hear the Gospel in the church and in the 
marketplace. Those who went before us stood 
up to the challenge to prepare Christian leaders 
for the work in 1943, and we are equally 
resolved to continue that work today.

I am very grateful to the Florida Baptist 
Historical Society for their 2019 Heritage 
Award that was presented to me. I am convinced 
that we will never make our best contributions 
in the future unless we have an appreciation of 
where we have been. I count this award as one 
of the most distinctive honors that I have ever 
received.

I pray that each of you will enjoy the very 
greatest blessing of our Lord in this Christmas 
season.

God Bless You, 

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Dear Friends,

The fact that we are at the end of another 
calendar year seems unreal. So much has 
happened, and yet the time has passed so 
quickly. As I have contemplated these facts 
and looked at the articles in this issue of 
Echoes, I have been impressed by the amount 
of change that is going on all around us. We 
have sensory overload and time crunch. So 
often our lives seem to be reduced to what 
can be shown on a digital screen and caught 
in sound bites. Yet in the middle of all of this 
hurried change, I am reminded that our God 
has everything in His control and a specific 
plan for each of our lives. In Psalm 139:5, 
the psalmist states, “You go before me and 
follow me. You place your hand of blessing 
on my head.” I hope that in this hectic time 
of the year we will pause for a moment and 
seek to soak in the great truth that God has 
prepared a path for us; protects the path 
behind us; and keeps His loving hand on us. 

Our December 2019 graduating class 
represents some of the finest folks who have 
ever passed through this great school. They 
have worked hard in preparing themselves 

for the opportunities that they will have for 
changing the world in the name of our Lord. 
The family ties that so many of our graduates 
have to other graduates from years past points 
out very clearly that The Baptist College of 
Florida has a unique “family tree.” Having been 
here for the last three decades, I am particularly 
blessed to have seen multiple generations pass 
through these halls into worldwide service.

I hope that you will note the article that 
focuses on the continuity of service of our 
graduates as they have served from the oldest 
Baptist church in Florida to one of the newest 
churches in the Caribbean. Once again, God’s 
plan and sustaining power are shown in the life 
of this school and its graduates.

I want to urge you to join us in prayer for the 
new campus that we will establish in Lakeland. 
As I write this letter today, our Academic Dean 
is meeting with church leaders in that area as 
a part of the process of making sure that we 
are offering the education and training that is 
needed by God’s people. Much has changed 
since this school was established in Lakeland 
in 1943. However, one thing that has remained 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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BCF ALUMNUS STANDS IN THE GAP FOR
BAHAMAS DISASTER RELIEF

Hurricane Dorian made landfall as a Category 5 hurricane on 
September 1, 2019, in the Northwestern Bahamas. The damage was 
extensive as the storm slowly dwindled in speed and finally came to 
a stationary rest overtop Grand Bahama Island. One-minute sustained 
winds of Hurricane Dorian were recorded at 185 miles per hour (mph). 
Gusts of wind were at times recorded at 220 mph.

Among those to provide disaster relief after the hurricane was 
Missionary Flights International (MFI) where John Lain, 2013 
Alumnus of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF), serves as Content 
Strategist. "Like most people along the Treasure Coast of Florida, I 
prepared for the storm," recalled Lain. "Those of us who stayed behind 
waited and watched as the Northern Bahamas were destroyed. Once 
the news reported a possible turn to the north, I knew that it would be 
time to act."

As manager of the social media accounts for Missionary Flights, Lain 
shared that the announcement for the disaster relief effort was made as 
soon as the images from the destruction began to surface. A simple post 
made to Facebook gained over 140,000 views and 1600 shares within 
3 days. Church groups, community leaders, and other individuals from 
around the state began to contact the MFI Facebook account.

"It was all pretty overwhelming," said Lain. "While I was waiting in 
my home for the storm to pass, I remained on my computer answering 
questions concerning disaster relief efforts."

In the two weeks that followed, Lain explained that he and the staff 
at Missionary Flights worked long hours in order to meet the demand 
from the public and effectively respond to the need in the Bahamas. 
"The team at Missionary Flights is unique because so many that work 

here are either volunteers or home-based missionaries that raise their 
own support. Our pilots and mechanics will often work overtime when 
it is required of them, but they do not receive overtime pay because 
they are missionaries. Therefore, what is done is done because of a 
heart to serve the Lord. It is a very refreshing environment to be in."

That service is echoed by those who have been responding with a 
heavenly perspective. Missionary Flights began delivering supplies 
to the Salvation Army in Freeport, Grand Bahama, Bahamas, on 
Saturday, September 7. Because they had worked with the Salvation 
Army after Hurricane Matthew in 2016, Lain told us that Missionary 
Flights had developed a trusting relationship with the organization as 
it related to disaster relief for that area.

"I was able to see first-hand 
why we were able to trust the 
Salvation Army," said Lain after 
touring the Island with them on 
September 21. "They desire to 
give a sense of dignity to the 
goods being distributed and 
have a strong desire to keep the 
Gospel central to what they are 
doing. Even after the storm left 
much work to do, the Salvation 
Army in Freeport still took time 
to set up their facility to provide 
a worship service on Sunday morning and provided that day as a day 
of rest for their volunteers."

"It's interesting to think back over the years that God has been 
preparing me to serve here," stated BCF Graduate John Lain. "I felt 
called to preach and knew that the Lord had called me to The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) to receive that training. During my time 
there, I worked in the Marketing Department and was trained to deliver 
and defend the Word. Then, the Lord brought us to be church planters 
in the Treasure Coast and I began working part-time as a freelance 
graphic designer. Now, I am still doing what I've been trained to do. 
Whether it is teaching students at a Bible study, leading worship on 
stage, giving a tour of Missionary Flights, or posting an update on 
social media, I'm thankful to be a part of "Changing the World through 
the Unchanging Word®."

BCF Alumnus, John Lain, at Missionary Flights campus.

BCF Graduate John Lain on the ground 
in the Bahamas as relief arrives from 
God's people.
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BCF GRADUATES SERVING IN 
CHURCH PLANTS
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, Fla., is 

committed to teaching students the importance of church 
planting, reaching the lost, and serving wherever God leads. Six 
BCF graduates are currently serving in churches with a very 
unique connection to each other and a precious story of God's 
blessings, increase, and church plants.

BCF Graduate (1988) Luther Pumphrey is the current pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Campbellton, established in 1825, 
the oldest Baptist church in Florida. That church identified a 
need and founded Damascus Baptist Church in Graceville, Fla., 
where current BCF Graduate (2001) Brian Taylor is serving 
as pastor. Damascus Baptist Church launched the First Baptist 
Church in Graceville, where current BCF Graduate (2002) 
Naethan Hendrix serves as pastor. The First Baptist Church of 
Graceville established Harmony Baptist Mission Church where 
BCF Graduate (1979) Raymond O'Quinn is the pastor. Harmony 
Baptist Mission Church established the Harmony Mission in 
Wauchula led by BCF Graduate (2001) Christopher Bishop 
and Harmony Baptist Church, St. Vincent Island, led by BCF 
Graduate (2007) Jeffrey McDowall.

The beauty of this story is how one church body saw a need 
and through their faithfulness, five additional churches were 
established and are currently led by BCF graduates. "The 
history of BCF is centered on preparing those individuals who 

will serve in the local church," stated BCF President Thomas 
A. Kinchen. "The BCF legacy is shown in fantastic fashion 
with the lineage of its alumni in the history of Florida Baptist 
churches. When BCF graduates lead, churches grow; people are 
saved, and new congregations are planted. The DNA of service 
through the local church runs deep in the history, the present, 
and the future of The Baptist College of Florida."

BCF mission professors constantly teach about church planting 
and leaders identifying a need in their communities where 
God can be glorified and worshipped. Members in each of 
these churches understood the significance of reproducing and 
planting new churches, missions, and reaching more people 
with the gospel.

BCF Theology Division Chair and Missions Professor Rich Elligson coordinates 
our BCF Missions Conferences.

BCF Alumni, Raymond O'Quinn, Naethan Hendrix, and Brian 
Taylor
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"Changing the World through the Unchanging Word®" is not 
simply the motto for The Baptist College of Florida (BCF); it's 
the school's mission. And at no time during the year is that fact 
more evident than during the Annual Missions Conference. Held 
each year in October, the Missions Conference continues to be 
a much-anticipated highlight of the year. This year's conference 
was no exception. As the three-day event began, missionaries 
from local, national, and international organizations were busy 
setting up their displays in the BCF Wellness Center. This year, 
more than 30 missions ministries and agencies participated, 
making the gathering the largest missions event ever on the BCF 
campus, and among the most extensive in the southeast region. 
"We were thrilled with the response this year," noted Rich 
Elligson, BCF Professor of Missions and event coordinator. 
"With last year's conference cancelled because of the hurricane, 
it was important to us to get the word out and the people in. We 
were not disappointed!"

With the effects of hurricane Michael still fresh, the conference 
emphasized especially the work of the Florida Baptist Convention 
in ministering in the storm's wake. This was the idea behind this 
year's conference theme, "And after the storm came a still small 
voice: thinking back...but moving forward."

"I am delighted that the Missions Conference at BCF brings 
together one of the largest groups of missions organizations 
in the Southeast," stated BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. 
"Missions is the heartbeat of BCF. That fact is shown in the lives 
of our students as well as our alumni. A school can be evaluated 

best by the quality of its graduates, and BCF alumni lead the 
way in missions zeal and service."

As always, the conference was filled with special events. 
Keynote chapel messages were brought by Tommy Green, 
Executive Director/Treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention 
and Myles Dowdy, the convention's Missions and Ministries 
Lead Catalyst. Convention leaders provided a dinner for the 
BCF family in the Deese Center where they introduced the 
Florida Baptist ministries, those who head them up, and fielded 
related questions. The Florida Baptist Disaster Relief and 
Recovery Ministries were also prominently displayed, with 
lunch provided one day by their traveling Feeding Unit.

Combined with the committed ministry representatives from the 
Florida Baptist Convention, were representatives from various 
missions organizations near and far. "We are honored to have 
such a variety of missions agencies represented on our campus," 
Elligson stated. "Some are bigger than others, and some are 
better known than others. But all have a part to play in carrying 
out God's Great Commission. So, none is insignificant as far as 
we are concerned." Besides their table displays, Mission agency 
representatives spoke in various classes, engaged BCF students 
and guests, and participated in the annual Missions Roundtable. 
All of the activities were designed to educate students in the area 
of missions, to introduce them to the many mission opportunities 
available here and around the world, and in turn, to introduce 
agency representatives to the first-class students BCF produces.

BCF MISSIONS CONFERENCE "A STILL SMALL VOICE"

Exciting Missions Conference as BCF welcomes mission agencies and the heartbeat of missions through partnerships 
within the Florida Baptist Convention agencies; Lead strategists and "Right Beside You" teams serving together.

BCF Student Riley Higgins smiles during the 2019 
Missions Conference Lunch, provided by FBC Disaster 
Relief Feeding Unit.
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The Fall 2019 Commencement Ceremony was held December 
6, on the beautiful campus of The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville. The college was booming with excitement 
as the BCF Wellness Center was filled to capacity with family, 
friends, faculty, and staff. People arrived early traveling from 
great distances to celebrate the years of hard work, diligent 
study, and dedication the graduating seniors put into fulfilling 
the requirements for their degree.

One of the unique things about this year's graduating class 
was the incredible family connections to the past. Two of the 
graduating seniors, Savannah Orr and Abigail (Wiggins) Butler, 
were actually born in Graceville while their parents attended 
BCF. Mike and Stephanie Orr arrived at BCF in 1995 and 
Savannah was born in 1998; Mike earned his undergraduate 
degree in 1999, his graduate degree in 2012, and Stephanie 
earned her bachelor's degree in 2012. Andy and Kelly Wiggins 
arrived at BCF in 1995 and Abigail was born in 1997; Andy 
earned his undergraduate degree in 2002, Kelly will graduate in 
May 2020, Abigail's brother Zack graduated from BCF in Dec. 
2016, her sister Joanna will graduate next year, and her husband 
Matthew Butler was in the fall 2019 graduating class. There 
were numerous family connections within this graduating class 
to include Matthew Butler's sister Lauren, Al Johnson's sister 
Leah, Evan Sammons' brother JonSeth, Patrick Dennison's 
brother Hunter, Callie Melvin's sister Marissa, Elizabeth 
Fletcher's husband Kevin, and Constance Bell's wife Marcia, all 
of which were BCF graduates.

After recognizing the pivotal role of prayers and support from 
family and friends on the academic career of every graduate, 
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen provided a warm welcome 
and expressed his thankfulness for everyone who came. In 
addition to recognizing the families and the two graduates 
that were born while their parents attended BCF, Kinchen also 
mentioned one student that had been working on his degree 
faithfully for many years. Graduating senior Constance Bell was 
born in 1949 (having just turned 70), drives a school bus with 
the Dothan City Schools, and was scheduled to be ordained by 
his church following graduation. His wife, Marcia Bell earned 
her BCF degree in Music in 2017.

After the confirmation by the BCF Registrar Stephanie Orr and 
the BCF faculty, final approval was granted by Kinchen and the 
seniors walked across the stage to accept their diplomas. Family 
and friends clapped and cheered as the new college graduates 
earned their credentials and could finally appreciate all the hard 
work. The 2019 fall graduating class included five students who 
received associate degrees, thirty-five earning their bachelor's 
degrees, and two master's degree recipients, making it a 
memorable day for the entire class.

Graduates were then instructed to move their tassels from right 
to left, symbolizing the final official act of graduation. After a 
thunderous applause for the graduates, the audience joined the 
faculty, staff, and new alumni in singing the BCF college hymn, 
"Tell Me the Story of Jesus."

Following the benediction, the BCF College Winds played 
the recessional ending with "O Happy Day" as the graduates 
left the BCF Wellness Center with diplomas in hand, excited 
for the future. The entire ceremony acknowledged the academic 
accomplishments of the new graduates as they embark on 
"Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®."

BCF HOLDS FALL 2019
COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY

BCF grad, Madyson Varnes, and BCF student, Gracie McLean, smile for a picture after 
graduation.

BCF graduates excited as the ceremony begins.
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Amy Barber
Slocomb, AL

Alexis Cundiff
Williston, FL

FIRST ROW: Thomas A. Kinchen (President), Rebekah Vanlandingham (Marshall), Emily Kilpatrick, Savannah Orr, Madyson Varnes, Abigail 
Butler, Jenna Singletary, Jasmine Saunders, Briana Webb, Katherine Mitchell, Amy Barber, Alexis Cundiff SECOND ROW: Cliff Harris, Evan 
Sammons, Matthew Butler, James Noah Wagner, Beau Kennedy, Christopher Roth, Aldrich Johnson, Micah Moore, Timothy Ledbetter, Korey 
Walters, Calvin Booth (Marshall), Robin Jumper (Academic Dean) THIRD ROW: Patrick Dennison, Christopher Brown, Phillip Marks, Michael 
Mahoney, Constance Bell, Adam Maddox, Justyn Keller, Russell Compton Jr.

Constance Bell
Dothan, AL

Patrick Dennison
Lynn Haven, FL

Christopher Brown
Dothan, AL

Cliff Harris
Bagdad, FL

Hunter Bruce
Casselberry, FL

Aldrich Johnson Jr.
Greenwood, FL

Abigail Butler
Graceville, FL

Justyn Keller
East Palatka, FL

Matthew Butler
Graceville, FL

Beau Kennedy
Graceville, FL

Russell Compton Jr.
Helena, AL

Emily Kilpatrick
Lake Wales, FL

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2019!
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Micah Moore
Graceville, FL

James Noah Wagner
Bonifay, FL

Korey Walters
Bonifay, FL

Savannah Orr
Chipley, FL

Briana Webb
Graceville, FL

Timothy Ledbetter
Saint Augustine, FL

Christopher Roth
Madison, FL

Katherine Mitchell
Panama City, FL

Adam Maddox
Dothan, AL

Evan Sammons
Bonifay, FL

Michael Mahoney
Plant City, FL

Jasmine Saunders
Kissimmee, FL

Jenna Singletary
Graceville, FL

Madyson Varnes
Graceville, FL

Phillip Marks
Clarksville, FL

Callie Melvin
Blountstown, FL

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR 
GRADUATES AS THEY 
CHANGE THE WORLD!NOT PICTURED: 

Alicia Brininger, Austin Davis, 
Elizabeth Fletcher, Kaitlyn Gilmore, 
Alan Harmon, Adam Lindo, Ayanna 
Mayfield, Neil Muniz, Camden Nales, 
Kathryn O'Gwynn, Alexander Wells

Gregory McClure
Wilkesboro, NC

Savannah Orr and Abigail Butler were born in Graceville while their parents were students at BCF.
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When the Board of Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) met in Graceville on October 17-18, 2019, they took steps 
toward the launch of a second location in Lakeland, dedicated 
a new pavilion, and broke ground for two new housing units 
in Graceville. BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen noted that, 
"These actions come at an absolutely pivotal time in the life 
of the college. Launching the new work in Lakeland will give 
us the opportunity to provide top-quality Christian higher 
education in a high population growth area of the state. Also, 
the new facilities being provided in Graceville will ensure that 
the same top-quality education will continue to be offered in 
northwest Florida."

Trustees received reports on the progress of negotiations 
relating to insurance settlements for damages from Hurricane 
Michael. The college is still involved in negotiations between its 
insurance carrier and the public adjusters hired by the college. 
According to Kinchen, "We are closer than we have been in the 
negotiations, but we still have a long way to go." The college 
has already carried out some vital repairs on the campus, but the 
majority of the needed repairs are still waiting.

Progress on the sale of the Blue Springs property in Marianna 
was another topic of interest for the Trustees. A great deal of 
cleanup work has been completed on the property. The college 
has already begun the process of renovating some space on the 
Graceville campus in order for it to be used for camping and 

conference programs in the future. Over the years, the college 
administration has purchased over 100 acres adjacent to the 
original campus. This land will provide enough space to relocate 
all of the programming from the Blue Springs location without 
the need to purchase additional space.

The dedication of "Grand Bobbie's Pavilion" marked the 
completion of a project to honor the memory of a beloved friend 
of the college. Mrs. Bobbie Wyrick was a long-time supporter 
of the school. She loved visiting the campus and especially 
enjoyed events at the Heritage Village. After her passing, 
Wyrick's family desired to honor her with a physical memorial 
on the campus. "Grand Bobbie's Pavilion is well named," stated 
Kinchen. "Grand Bobbie was the title that her grandchildren 
called Mrs. Wyrick. It is especially appropriate for the pavilion 
because she was a grand lady and the pavilion is a grand facility. 
It will be used by countless generations at the college."

Groundbreaking for two new housing units marks the beginning 
of a new community housing model for the college. Currently, 
all married student housing is in one section of the campus 
with housing for retirees and staff in another area. According 
to Kinchen, "With the new housing units, we will have true 
community with married students, retirees, and staff members 
all living in an intergenerational setting. This will add to the 
strong sense of community on the BCF campus."

BCF TRUSTEES APPROVE SCHEDULE FOR LAKELAND 
LOCATION AND LAUNCH NEW BUILDING

PROGRAM IN GRACEVILLE

BCF Student Life and Marketing Director Sandra
Richards holds golden scissors for ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

Dr. Kinchen and Mrs. Bobbie Wyrick's family 
cutting the ribbon at Grand Bobbie's Pavilion 
Dedication.

Dr. Kinchen shares his heart for the Shepherd's Cottages during the 
groundbreaking.



11   WINTER 2019  |

"The Christmas music and Heritage Festival are the high point 
of my year of celebration," stated BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen. "Our hearts seem a little softer, and our attitudes seem 
far more forgiving. This is really how it should be, because in 
these events we are celebrating the birth and life of our Lord 
Jesus Christ."

On Friday, November 22, immediately following the musical 
performance, campus visitors were invited to participate in the 
annual Holiday Heritage Festival taking place in the historic 
Heritage Village. Accompanied by the favorite sounds of 
Christmas throughout the village, skilled artisans demonstrated 
their time-honored crafts and had their trade items available 
for purchase. Local elementary school students were greeted 
by BCF Teacher Education Division students dressed in time 
appropriate attire who introduced the historic buildings and 
explained the significance of maintaining their heritage and 
understanding their historic value.

With picture perfect weather, visitors enjoyed a wonderful 
time of fellowship under the recently dedicated, Grand Bobbie's 
pavilion in the Village. Guests were provided with apple cider 
or bottled water and a menu of homemade chili, hot dogs, 
pound cake, brownies, cookies, and chicken purleu prepared by 
the wives of BCF faculty and staff. Accepting donations only 
for the food items, a total of $1390 was collected for the BCF 
scholarship fund, making it possible for students to continue 
taking classes in the fields of leadership, psychology, education, 
music, business, and ministry.

While soaking up the various learning opportunities by the 
education division, enjoying the Christmas music provided by 
BCF's WFBU LP Radio Station, and appreciating the skilled 
craft demonstrations offered during the Holiday Heritage 
Festival, visitors on the campus express their appreciation for 
such a delightful morning on The Baptist College of Florida 
campus.

HOLIDAY HERITAGE FESTIVAL HONORS TRADITION 
AND "A SIMPLER TIME"

Carriage ride through the Village. BCF student, Jesse Greenwood, shares the history of Heritage 
Village with a group from a local elementary school.

BCF student, Flo Pantlitz, dressed in time 
appropriate attire at the Holiday Heritage Festival.
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BCF Students taking pictures during "Silent Library."

BCF Library Staff, Isaac Tullis, Haley Bynum, Joy Hobbs, and Abigail Butler.

Even though The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) Library 
sustained significant damage during the hurricane last 
October, through the efforts and determination of the library 
staff, faculty, and students, the temporary location and 
access has been tremendous. In addition to the exceptional 
library services provided, the library staff has hosted several 
events in the new location to keep students engaged and 
provided with the resources they need academically.

After an enjoyable open-house where students were 
introduced to the new location, the next event was a 
Plagiarism Workshop which was a combined effort by 
the BCF Library staff and the Writing Center staff. BCF 
Librarian Ruth Slagle and Writing Center Director Melody 
Barney introduced the importance of students understanding 
the dangers of plagiarizing. During the two-day workshop, 
students, faculty, and staff gathered in the BCF Library 
now located in McRae-Morrow Hall to discuss the issues 
and the consequences. Some of the topics during the 
workshop included quoting, paraphrasing, citing, credible 
and scholarly sources, and many different examples on 
the correct way to cite text. Students were reminded that 
additional help is available in the library holdings as well 
as individual appointments with the Library and Writing 
Center staff.

The library team also hosted their second annual "Silent 
Library" which is an activity planned by the staff where 
students form teams and undergo strange challenges, 
without talking, in hopes of winning the grand prize. 

The event was originated so students would excitedly 
and willingly come to the library and enjoy a fun time in 
addition to coming to study and do research.

At this year's Silent Library, students were lined up in the 
hallway of McRae-Morrow Hall waiting for the doors to 
open and the challenges to begin. Upon entering, library 
workers were strategically placed around the room with 
clip boards as they observed each game. After a brief 
introduction from the event coordinator and library staff 
member Abigail Butler, the game began. Challenge after 
challenge, students tried to stay completely quiet while 
preforming the daring tasks. Some of the challenges 
included "Crummy Bunny" where you had to eat two huge 
marshmallows as fast as you could and "Color Me In" 
where one team member had to let the others in the group 
color whatever they wanted on their face.

There was a total of ten teams that participated in the 
event ranging from groups of three to four students. After 
the challenges were completed, the judges/library workers 
retired to a room for a final tally of points to determine 
the winning group. The team with the most points and 
champions of the 2019 Silent Library challenge was a team 
called "We Showed Up" which included BCF students 
Jesse Greenwood, Erika Smith, and Kerrie Edwards. The 
winning team not only took home bragging rights but also 
was awarded a $25 gift card to Cold Stone.

At The Baptist College of Florida, the educational 
experience is sometimes challenging as students prepare 
for areas of service, leadership, and ministry. Library events 
such as the Plagiarism Workshop and the Silent Library 
are reminders of the commitment the faculty and staff at 
BCF have in providing the skills and tools students need 
to succeed.

BCF LIBRARY ENGAGED
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Dr. Kinchen Receives Heritage Award.

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) President Thomas A. 
Kinchen was recently presented the 2019 Florida Baptist 
Historical Society Heritage Award for his leadership, vision, 
and dedication to the preservation of Baptist heritage. His 
numerous contributions were published in the October, 
2019 edition of the Florida Baptist Historical Society's 
LEGACY publication. The elegant plaque and award 
citation was presented by Donald Hepburn, Florida Baptist 
Historical Society Secretary-Treasurer, during the October 
meeting of the BCF Board of Trustees and dedication of the 
new pavilion in Heritage Village.

The Florida Baptist Historical Society has presented the 
Baptist Heritage Award to 22 individuals based on their 
significant impact in preserving and sustaining Baptist 
history. President Kinchen has led the way in making sure 
that the next generation is educated and exposed to their 
remarkable heritage. In addition to adding the extensive 
Florida Baptist Historical Collection that was surrendered 
by Stetson University to the BCF library collection, BCF is 
home to the Florida Baptist Archives and the John Sullivan 
Chair of Baptist History. Under Kinchen's visionary 

leadership, the library and archive holdings have become 
a tremendous asset and resource for faculty, students, and 
churches.

The award citation referenced the establishment of Heritage 
Village where Kinchen provided office spaces for the 
Florida Baptist Historical Society from 1998 to 2017 at no 
cost. The historic buildings in Heritage Village include mid-
nineteenth century to early twentieth century structures that 
Kinchen had moved and restored to include three churches, 
two log cabins, a one-room schoolhouse, and three homes. 
The Village serves as a visual reminder of the past and is 
home to the annual Holiday Heritage Festival where period 
craftsmen demonstrate cane syrup making, soap making, 
basket weaving, quilting, and so much more.

Honored and humbled at receiving the prestigious award, 
Kinchen stated that he is committed to teaching students at 
The Baptist College of Florida about the men, women, and 
churches that sacrificed so much for the Gospel and our 
deep Baptist heritage.

PRESIDENT RECEIVES HERITAGE AWARD
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Before the benediction, Kinchen shared a personal 
moment of thanks and gratitude as he presented retiring 
BCF Vice-President for Development Charles R. Parker 
with a plaque for his years of faithful service to The 
Baptist College of Florida. "A president could not have a 
better friend, a stronger supporter, a better colleague, or 
a man with more character than Charles Parker," stated 
Kinchen.

Dr. Charles R. Parker

FACULTY AND STAFF UPDATES

Dustin L. Williams Justin McKinney
BCF Multimedia Manager 
Dustin Williams has been 
called to children's ministry 
at Bethel Baptist Church 
in Graceville, FL. We are 
thrilled to welcome BCF 
Alumnus, Justin McKinney, 
into this role. Transitioning 
from  Anderson, South 
Carolina, the McKinneys, 
both BCF graduates, are 
overjoyed to be serving the 
Lord at their Alma Mater.
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Strickland, Stewart 
('83) recently accepted 
the position as Director 

of Missions/AMS of Copper Basin 
Baptist Association in Copperhill, 
TN. Strickland and his wife Jan live in 
Blue Ridge, GA and can be reached at 
270-559-5351; sfstrickland@yahoo.
com

Mason, Chris ('88) has been serving 
as a Chaplain with Ohio Health for 
the last eight years. Mason and his 
wife Trudy live in Mansfield, OH 
and can be reached at 567-241-2274; 
dr.c.chris.mason@gmail.com 

Morris, Charles ('89) retired from 
full-time pastorate October 2018 and 
entered into full-time writing. Morris 
published four books in June 2019: 
“The Five Witnesses of Salvation,” 
“The Four Positions of the Holy 
Spirit,” “Preparing Ourselves to Hear 
God’s Voice,” and “15 Ways to Hear 
the Voice of God.” Morris is currently 
writing three more which will be 
published by the end of 2019. Morris 
and his wife Debra live in Navarre, 
FL. They can be reached at 850-544-
6046; charles.morris54@gmail.com

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us at 
800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.eduALUMNI UPDATES |

Piazza, Justin ('00) 
earned an MBA from 
Western Governors 

University in 2019. Piazza has worked 
full-time for Florida College System 
Risk Management Consortium for 
the last eight and a half years. Piazza 
has served part-time as the Middle 
School Pastor at The Family Church 
in Gainesville, FL since 2003. Piazza 
and his wife Rebecca live in Alachua, 
FL and can be reached at 352-359-
3564; jpiazza@fcsrmc.com 

Wilson, Rickie ('02) and his wife 
Christina live in Sun, Louisiana. They 
attend Hebron Baptist Church in 
Bush, Louisiana. They can be reached 
at 985-272-3516; rickiewilson73@
gmail.com

Hildebran, Tyler ('12) 
is the principal at Cinco 
Christian School (CCS) 

in Fort Walton Beach, FL. CCS is a 
ministry of Cinco Baptist Church and 
serves preschool - fifth grade students. 
Cinco Students experience biblically-
integrated and data-driven instruction. 
The Lord has been moving in mighty 
ways at CSS, and Hildebran is excited 

to see what else is in store. Hildebran 
and his wife Ashley live in Fort Walton 
Beach, FL and can be reached at 850-
557-1776; thildebran@cincoschool.
org 

Fernandez, Matthew (Miami) ('16) 
and his wife Leah live in Williamsburg, 
VA. They can be reached at 305-812-
6957; matthewjfernz@gmail.com 

Fletcher, Robert ('16) started as the 
Pastor of Students and Evangelism 
at Hunter Road Baptist Church on 
September 15, 2019. Fletcher just 
finished a 'Who’s Your One' mini-
series with his students. Fletcher looks 
forward to seeing people start a walk 
and grow in their walk with the Lord. 
Fletcher and his wife Kathleen live in 
Columbus, GA and can be reached at 
321-249-7734; r.a.fl3tcher@gmail.
com

Condolences to the Families of:
E. Alexander “Alex” Compton 
('81) went home to be with the 
Lord September 21, 2019. He was 
diagnosed March of 2018 with 
pancreatic cancer. His kind, sweet 
spirit carried him through the journey. 

Compton graduated from Baptist 
Bible Institute (now The Baptist 
College of Florida) May 22, 1981 with 
his Bachelor of Ministry in Biblical 
Studies and Education. He completed 
his Master of Arts in Religious 
Education in July of 1987 from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He retired August of 2017 
from the State of Tennessee.

Compton’s wife Brenda can be 
reached at 4974 Highway 30 West, 
Decatur, TN; 423-298-4277. 
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