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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training 
for Christian leaders through awarding certificates and 
associate, baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-
educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by 
introducing students to a wide range of knowledge; 
nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use 
information; and promote personal and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist students 
in learning and living the Christian life. In terms of 
professional growth, students are enabled to gain the 
credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.

ECHOES | FALL 2019 | VOL 74 NO 3 | (USPS) 041-960

Preview Day is presented as a special opportunity to visit the BCF campus in Graceville, FL. Prospective students and their families 
can talk one-on-one with faculty and staff. Additionally, join us for a unique worship experience in the R.G. Lee Chapel.
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During the last several months, 
we have seen students grow in their 
classroom experiences as well as in 
mission field opportunities and the 
local church. At BCF, we believe in and 
provide  settings for education that has 
the highest level of opportunities for 
academic and intellectual exercise as well 
as the greatest field-based experiences in 
settings around the world. Our students 
are becoming better equipped to carry 
the Gospel to the nations while they are 
becoming deeper in their personal walk 
with our Lord.

We are in the process of preparing 
for what we pray will be the launch of a 
new physical presence in Central Florida. 
For decades, we have been told that our 
physical location in the Northwestern 
portion of the state hinders many of 
our Florida Baptists from attending 
BCF. After much prayer and planning 
and subsequent trustee approval, the 
wheels are turning toward a new center 
of opportunity for Christian higher 
education through a BCF location in 
Lakeland, Florida. This is a phenomenal 
opportunity. It deserves, and is receiving, 
nothing less than our greatest prayer, 
attention and effort. Please join us in this 
effort. The process is time consuming, but 
a positive outcome is more than worth 
the effort. I will keep you informed as to 
what is happening in this venture.

Only our Lord knows what great 
things He has in store for The Baptist 
College of Florida. More importantly, 
the impact of the College in Changing 
the World for His honor and glory 
is beyond our ability to comprehend. 
Please join me in the Joy of the Journey 
in His service.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

This is a pivotal time in the life of 
The Baptist College of Florida. As you 
look at the topics covered in this issue 
of Echoes, you will find that the College 
remains constant in its purpose of 
preparing the next “greatest generation” 
of Christian leaders. God continues to 
call out His people for His service in a 
multitude of settings, and they continue 
to respond to that call. I am very grateful 
that many of these people are enrolling 
at The Baptist College of Florida. In 
spite of the fact that BCF continues to 
be a premier center for educating and 
training Christian leaders, we are facing 
many of the challenges that are common 
to other institutions of Christian higher 
education.

As advances in technology continue 
to occur at a dizzying pace, the face 
of higher education is changing. The 
number of students choosing to 
pursue their educational goals through 
distance based models is increasing at a 
much greater rate than the number of 
students coming to a physical campus. 

Distance education is legitimate, high 
quality education. But, I will admit that 
I enjoy having the opportunity to meet 
with students personally to share the 
victories and defeats that are part of 
the process of higher education. Also, 
there is a real benefit to sharing the 
community that is available on campus. 
Whether students are pursuing their 
education at a distance or on campus, 
The Baptist College of Florida will remain 
committed to delivering the finest in 
programs that are Christ-centered, Bible 
based, affordable, and immersed in Family 
values. As long as we remember that the 
Christian life, and especially Christian 
higher education, are countercultural in 
any time period, we will be renewed in 
our focus, our passion and our purpose. 
We will not change who we are in order 
to draw a crowd, but we will utilize 
whatever methods are God-honoring 
to deliver education that is as fresh as 
today’s sunrise and as permanent as 
God’s blessings.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT



|  ECHOES4   

BCF WELCOMES NEW STUDENTS
New Student Orientation at The Baptist 

College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville is one of the 
welcoming and informational tools for engaging 
new incoming students. From the very beginning, as 
students are unloading cars with dorm essentials, 
the campus is revived by the lively atmosphere each 
student brings. The two-day orientation at BCF is 
always an exciting time of preparing new students 
for the adventures that await them on their first 
official day of class. BCF faculty and staff strive to 
make those first couple of days on campus, away 
from home, as welcoming and informational as 
possible for the new students.

This year's New Student Orientation was 
held August 8-9, beginning with registration 
and a delicious breakfast provided by the staff 
in the college dining facility, the Deese Center. 
Immediately following breakfast, new students 
made their way to the R. G. Lee Chapel where 
they enjoyed a time of student-led praise and 
worship and welcome by BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen. As always, Kinchen shared from his heart 
how excited he was to greet new students and 
reminded them that, "no matter where you came 
from, God knows where you are and is with you 
through this journey." Kinchen concluded with one 
of his favorite scripture verses and admonitions, 
"Do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly..." (Micah 
6:8).

After chapel, new students gathered in the 
Mills Center where they watched a series of videos 
designed to help them become familiar with the 
different faces around the BCF campus. Students 
went over the policies and procedures found within 
the Student Handbook and identified where all of 
the important student resources could be found. 
New students were given the opportunity to meet 
with their academic advisor over lunch and enjoy a 
time of fellowship with returning students pursuing 
the same major. After lunch, students enjoyed 
a bus tour around the Graceville community to 
provide a point of reference in the town that 
is now called home. The first day of orientation 
ended with dinner in the Deese Center, followed 
by a chance for students to explore information 
on local churches during the Church Meet and 
Greet event. Orientation wrapped up on Friday 
with information on campus safety, a Resident 
Assistant-led scavenger hunt exposing students to 
frequently visited campus offices, and a fun evening 
of "Gym Jam" in the BCF Wellness center led by 
Wes Hamby and Neal Potter.

After two days filled with non-stop activities 
and a special BCM Night of Worship, many new 
students walked together into the classroom 
for the first time on the BCF campus August 
12. The beginning of the semester is always 
a fun, exciting time for new students as they 
begin their journey of "Changing the World                                                     
Through the Unchanging Word®".

New Students Beginning their Journey at BCF.
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Jacob Ladley is a 
transfer student from 
Piedmont University 
and is now pursuing 
his associate's degree 
at BCF. This is not the 
first time that Ladley 
stepped foot on the 
BCF campus. His 
father, Tony Ladley, is 
a 2014 BCF  graduate 
and is now the 
youth pastor of the 
First Baptist Church 

of Brevard, NC. Ladley's greatest desire is to use his 
athletic abilities for the Lord. Before transferring to BCF, 

Mark Hall, a 1995 graduate of The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, stopped 
by the campus for a surprise visit on August 15. 
For those that don't know, Hall is the lead singer 
of the seven-member contemporary Christian 
band, Casting Crowns, receiving multiple awards 
for their music and message. Hall graduated with 
a BA in Music from BCF and continues to serve 
as the youth minister at Eagle's Landing First 
Baptist Church in McDonough, GA. Even with 
the acclaimed success, Hall and members of the 

BCF WELCOMES NEW STUDENT 

Jacob Ladley

BCF WELCOMES BCF ALUMNUS: 

MARK HALL
band take serious raising their families and serving in 
their home church. Hall is not only a gifted musician, 
performer, and songwriter, but he has authored four 
best-selling books.

While Hall was visiting on campus, he shared 
some thoughts during an interview with Multi-Media 
Manager Dustin Williams. Williams asked Hall, "So what 
do you think is different about BCF than any other 
college?" Hall responded, "I think if I would have gone 
to a big, huge college, I would have drowned in it. What 
I liked is that you knew all your professors; you were 
eating lunch with them, it was just normal. Friendships 
and relationships were easy to make. And to me, the 
relationships were just as big as the education. It was 
things like youth rallies and churches that got me into 
writing songs." Williams also asked, "How do you think 
attending BCF helped you in your ministry both as a 
youth pastor and as the lead singer of Casting Crowns?" 
Hall referred to his four-year degree earned at BCF 
and stated, "All of the theology classes really helped 
build me. I think music deserves some true theology. 
There aren't a lot of people walking around humming 
sermons, their humming songs. And so, my degree 
helped me incorporate that into my music."

Mark Hall visits with Student Life and Marketing Director 
Sandra Richards.

BCF Student Jacob Ladley.

Ladley was the 
pitcher for the 
baseball team 
at Piedmont 
for two years. 
In an interview with BCF Staff Writer 
Kerrie Edwards, Ladley was asked, "What 
do you hope to gain by attending BCF?" 
Ladley spoke thoughtfully of obtaining a 
solid Christian education in the Christian 
environment that he remembers at BCF, 
"This campus radiates Jesus' love and it's 
refreshing knowing that I can receive a 
Christian education while making lifelong 
connections. The end goal is to use my 
talents for Christ."
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ELEVATE! WORSHIP ARTS CAMP
On July 8-12, the faculty and staff in the Music 

and Worship Division at The Baptist College of 
Florida (BCF) combined with worship leaders 
from across Florida to lead the fifth annual "Elevate 
Music and Worship Arts Camp" on the Graceville 
campus. Many motivated campers from across the 
state participated in this year's camp designed for 
students sixth grade through the twelfth grade. The 
campers engaged in multiple worship experiences 
to "elevate" and strengthen their abilities to lead 
and participate in worship through singing and 
playing instruments, and other creative expressions 
and disciplines such as sign language and worship 
technology.

Along with talented faculty, alumni, and 
clinicians leading breakout sessions, this year's 
camp was led by Matt Sawyer, Student Pastor at 
First Baptist Church Chipley, Fla., who served as 
Camp Pastor and BCF graduate Shawn Smith, 
Music and Worship Pastor at Hillcrest Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., who served as Camp 
Worship Leader. In addition to leading inspirational 
worship sessions, Sawyer and Smith led campers in 
morning devotions each day.

The "Elevate Music and Worship Arts 
Camp" experience provided participants with 
opportunities for spiritual development through 

Bible study, youth-oriented worship services, and 
daily devotional times. Students were shown the 
importance of their God-given gifts and abilities, 
and the joy of using those talents to glorify God.

"The fifth anniversary edition of Elevate Music 
and Worship Camp was a blast," stated BCF Music 
and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis. "Campers 
had a great time improving singing and playing skills, 
learning creative arts and worship technology, and 
learning about worship leadership. Pastor Matt 
Sawyer encouraged campers and staff to 'lean 
in' to what God wants to teach us about being 
worshipers both in song and in day-to-day living."

In addition to the inspirational worship 
experiences and class instruction, the campers 
enjoyed fun times of fellowship and recreation. 
Extra-curricular activities included a movie night, 
an evening talent show, crazy games, a volleyball 
tournament, and a skit night. The camp concluded 
with a final worship concert on July 12, featuring 
a combined choir and presentations from each 
of the specialty group classes and Presidential 
Scholarships presented to all of the seniors. As 
campers returned to their homes, they could 
already be heard making plans to attend next 
year's camp.

Middle and High School Students who Attended this Years Elevate Camp.
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BCM "NIGHT OF WORSHIP"

As the summer break came to an end, both new and 
returning students attending The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville made their way to the campus for the 
upcoming fall semester. Returning students trickled onto the 
campus over the weekend and joined in on the activities to 
offer support and meet new students. The Saturday "Night of 
Worship" was the perfect reminder of what the main focus of 
BCF truly is - that is training and equipping the next greatest 
generation of Christian leaders to "Change the World, Through 
the Unchanging Word®".

On August 10, BCF Baptist Collegiate Ministries (BCM) held 
the first major event of the semester, "Night of Worship" in the 
R. G. Lee Chapel. This special worship service was not only 
enjoyed by the BCF family, but also by several church groups 
and those watching on Facebook Live. The event was led by 
the praise and worship band from Grace Church in Bonifay, 
Fla., which included several BCF students. In addition to hymn 
favorites, "There is a Fountain" and "Come Thou Fount," the 
worship team performed several contemporary praise songs, 
shared scripture, and prayed. It was a special time of worship 
where students dedicated the new school year to the Lord 
and were reminded it was the Lord who brought them to BCF.

Music Group from Grace Church of Bonifay, Fla. 
Consisting of BCF Students and Alumnus.
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FBC ORLANDO MISSION TEAM 
SACRIFICIALLY SERVES BCF

For the past eighteen years, a volunteer mission 
team from First Baptist Church (FBC) Orlando, 
Florida, have sacrificially given of their talents, 
time, and resources to serve on the campus of 
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville. 
Passionate about serving on mission at BCF, the 
volunteers worked at tasks such as pressure 
washing, painting, installing and finishing drywall, 
installing new tile in Graceville Hall, installing new 
windows, landscaping, organizing, and cleaning.

In addition to the yearly tasks the team 
completes, this year's team helped with several 
larger projects. The FBC Orlando team helped 
organize, box, and store over 80,000 books that 
were displaced from the Ida J. McMillan Library after 
damage from Hurricane Michael. The team also 
took on two projects related to campus housing 
as they replaced windows, painted, and remodeled 
the Eastlake dormitory and made repairs and 
improvements to the Lee House. Mission team 
volunteers made significant progress on new 
projects on campus such as helping construct 
dressing rooms in the campus store, Izzy's Isle. And 
just like in past years, the group provided Vacation 

Bible School (VBS), known as Graceville Bible School 
(GBS) in Graceville, for some of the younger team 
members on campus.

The FBC Orlando team not only worked hard, but 
were able to enjoy each other's company as well. Each 
year, the evenings of fellowship are a highlight among 
the team members. The evenings consisted of a "home-
grown talent" show, a Tuesday night BBQ at the home 
of BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen and First-Lady 
Ruth Ann Kinchen, a worship service in which Kinchen 
detailed his vision for the college and encouraged the 
team, and a week-in-review slideshow highlighting the 
team's accomplishments.

After eighteen years of service to the BCF family, 
the FBC Orlando mission team is as passionate as 
when they began. The all-volunteer mission team 
started with twelve members and has now grown to 
almost seventy members this year, with some years as 
many as a hundred working on the campus. Members 
range in ages from three to their eighties, with some 
of the children having grown up coming to BCF each 
year. "We love coming to the campus. The passion 
is contagious," one team member stated. "It is so 

Members of FBC Orlando Working Hard to Keep Our 
Campus Looking Great!
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exciting to be a part of the vision that Dr. Kinchen 
has laid out," fourteen-year team member Pam Ward 
stated. Marilyn Withrow, a twelve-year veteran herself, 
agreed, "I'm so impressed with what the school does 
and what it stands for and if we can free them up to 
serve the students then that's great."

When asked why the team keeps coming back, 
team leader Pat Wortham said, "We keep coming back 
because we feel like we are needed and we realize 
the mission of the school, and we like to serve. It's a 
fun place to come." Others had a one-word answer, 
"Watermelon."

It is clear to all who witnessed their work, that the 
FBC Orlando team has a heart to serve and has left an 
undeniable mark on the BCF campus. "The volunteer 
group from the First Baptist Church Orlando has 
become legendary at The Baptist College of Florida," 
stated Kinchen. "Those of us who have the privilege 
of working with them, know these folks as family. We 
look forward to seeing them come to campus and hate 
to see them going back to Orlando. When the group 

packs up to leave, they leave us with many great 
memories and a greatly enhanced campus. One of 
the great things about being so close to this group 
is the opportunity to see the kids grow. We have 
met some of them when they were toddlers, and 
now they have grown up to become fine young 
adults. While the young folks have grown up over 
the years, the older members of the group have 
not aged at all! I thank our Lord for the loving 
hearts and working hands of these great family 
members of His Kingdom and our College."

The hard work and campus improvements 
completed by these volunteers save the college 
countless hours and resources that can now be 
focused on providing scholarships and meeting 
the needs of students as they prepare for areas of 
leadership and ministry.

BCF STUDENTS 
SERVE ON 
MISSION

Top Left to Right: Rebekah Vanlandingham, Hunter Higgins 
at Fuge Camp in Mobile, AL.

Bottom Left to Right: Savannah Orr and Erika 
Smith with "One More Child" in Costa Rica.
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Admissions Counselors, they will be responsible 
for connecting with prospective students, praying 
with families, and alleviating some of the questions 
within the college application process.

Connecting with the BCF Admissions Team is 
easy and they would love to speak at your church 
or local high school about what God is doing at BCF. 
If you are interested in displaying or distributing 
information about BCF,  they would love to send 
you material for that purpose. And as always, if 
you or someone that you know is interested in 
pursuing Bible Based, Christ Centered, Higher 
Education — Look no further than your Baptist 
College of Florida where we are “Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word®”.

NEW ADMISSIONS COUNSELOR
The Baptist College of Florida is blessed 

to have Collin Dollar, a recent graduate,  as the 
newest Admissions Counselor. Dollar graduated 
in May 2019 with his Bachelor of Arts in Ministry 
Studies and serves Grace Church in Bonifay, FL as 
the Student & College Director.

Dollar is a native of Thomasville, GA, who 
learned about BCF through current students who 
served as interns at his home church, First Baptist 
Church of Thomasville. Over time, the Lord 
cultivated a desire in Dollar's life to serve Him 
within the local church.  After visiting BCF during 
a Preview Day,  Dollar realized he was called to 
attend BCF and pursue a degree in Ministry Studies.

"Due to The Baptist College of Florida, I can say 
with confidence that I am a more Christ-centered, 
Word-driven, and Gospel-focused follower of 
Jesus," stated Dollar. "I hope to encourage future 
students of The Baptist College of Florida as they 
consider how to use their lives for the glory of 
Christ."

The Admissions Team at BCF is excited to have 
Dollar recruiting the next greatest generation of 
Christian leaders. Along with fellow counselor, 
Shawna Hatcher, Dollar will be traveling to college 
fairs, visiting local churches, and high schools.  As 

Admissions Counselors: Shawna Hatcher, Kristina Jones, and 
Collin Dollar.

The R. G. Lee Chapel.
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West Pittman Baptist Church 
Speaking with New Students.

Eastside Baptist Church Inviting
Students to Attend Their Church.

Students Talking with FBC Graceville Pastor,
Rev. Naethan Hendrix. 

LOCAL CHURCHES WELCOME 
NEW BCF STUDENTS

Excitement was in the air as both new and 
returning students arrived on campus at The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
greeted by leaders from local churches in the area. 
After all of the formal instructions provided during 
New Student Orientation, students enjoyed a time 
of fellowship gathering information from members 
of the area churches. One of the highlights at the 
beginning of each semester is the "Church Meet 
and Greet" where students have an opportunity 
to learn about local church services, ministry 
opportunities, and meet members of area churches. 
This event is a great way for students to identify 
and get involved in a church that is similar to the 
one they left to attend college.

On Thursday evening during orientation, BCF 
students met with representatives from churches 
in the local area and began to feel the strong 
partnership between the churches and the college. 
Gift bags were given to each student by the church 
members filled with various goodies, dorm room 
necessities, and informational fliers on worship 
times. Several churches had students submit their 
names for drawings held during the festivities 
which enabled students to leave the BCF Wellness 
Center with numerous treasures.

The churches come and participate at the 
beginning of the fall semester with the purpose 

of helping students find a place of worship and 
service during college. A total of fifteen churches 
participated in the annual "Church Meet and Greet" 
including for the first time, Blue Lake Baptist Church 
in Chipley, Fla. According to the pastor, they were 
invited to join the event and after speaking with 
students, church members believed they made the 
right choice in participating. One member stated, 
"We are hoping for some students this Sunday, 
what a blessing it has been to be here." Another 
church that participated was Selma Baptist Church 
in Dothan, Ala. This church is not only home to 
some of our BCF faculty, but their newly elected 
Music Minister, Chris Cable, is a recent graduate 
from The Baptist College of Florida. After asking 
Selma member, BCF Professor Cathy Bugg, "Why 
have you chosen to come to the Meet and Greet 
this year?" she quickly responded that "Selma is a 
church that is made up of a young staff, committed 
to spreading God's Word and preaching the gospel 
unapologetically. If nothing else, we want students 
to know there is a church that loves them in 
Dothan."

The purpose of the Church Meet and Greet 
is steeped in the passionate desire of connecting 
students with people who will care for them, pray 
for them, and support them during their college 
experience. It is a place to make new friends and 
connect with people who are on the same journey.
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election. Micah Fries (2001), Pastor of Brainerd 
Baptist Church in Chattanooga, TN, nominated 
Noe Garcia who was elected as Second Vice 
President of the SBC. Two-time BCF graduate 
Mike Orr, Pastor of First Baptist Church of Chipley 
Florida, nominated BCF alumnus Eddie Eaton 
(2012), Pastor of Fuquay-Varina Baptist Church in 
North Carolina as SBC Recording Secretary.

Messengers at the convention included BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen, First Lady Ruth Ann, 
faculty, staff, and students. As these messengers cast 
their votes, they represented their churches and 
their college well, with the SBC voting on historic 
motions and amendments. "The focus of the 
2019 Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
was set on the topics 
of sexual abuse and 
racial reconciliation," 
stated Kinchen. "While 
many folks far more 
scholarly than I will 
dissect and present 
all of the things that 
happened, I am convinced that Southern Baptists 
voted overwhelmingly to be actively Christian in 
the manner in which we treat all people. While 
that assessment may seem to be a little simplistic, 
it is one with which I can live with great hope and 
expectation. If we will trust God and each other, 
we will be salt and light in this very needy world. I 
am convinced that we will do exactly that."

Embracing the 2019 SBC theme, "Gospel 
Above All" BCF continues to offer regionally 
accredited, affordable undergraduate and graduate 
degrees uniquely designed to prepare graduates 
for a lifetime of service to the Lord and "Changing 
the World Through the Unchanging Word.®"

BCF KEEPS "GOSPEL ABOVE ALL" AT 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

On June 7, a group of faculty and staff from 
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
travelled to Birmingham, Alabama to represent 
the college at the Southern Baptist Convention 
and Pastor's Conference held on June 9-12. 
Throughout the week, college representatives 
provided information to prospective students and 

greeted alumni, friends, 
and messengers at the 
BCF exhibit booth.

In addition to the 
excellent representation 
of the college at the 
exhibit booth, BCF was 
equally well-represented 
in SBC leadership and 
involvement. The BCF 
exhibit booth was 
visited by over 100 
alumni and friends 
of the college with 
countless others 
present at the 

convention as messengers. Multiple BCF graduates 
held leadership positions including BCF Registrar 
Stephanie Orr serving as the Chair of the Tellers 
Committee. According to Baptist Press, in his 
March 4 announcement, SBC President J.D. 
Greear stated, "I could not be more pleased to 
have Stephanie Orr as our chair for the Tellers 
Committee. I personally know of students whose 
lives she has impacted in her role as the Registrar 
for The Baptist College of Florida who are now 
at our church and have been a huge blessing to 
us. She and her husband Mike have served our 
convention faithfully for years and I'm confident 
that her leadership will be an invaluable asset to 
Southern Baptists in this role."

Additionally, BCF was well-represented during 
the nomination portion of the convention. Two 
BCF alumni nominated prospective officers for 

BCF Staff Members Serving at SBC.

Dr. and Mrs. Kinchen 
with Micah and Cheryl  Fries.
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New student 
Rhett Dillhyon, a 
Junior at BCF, is 
pursuing his degree 
in Music and Worship 
Leadership. Dillhyon 
has been leading 
worship at his home 
church in Jacksonville, 
Fla., for seven years. 
He and his brother, 
new student Kaleb 

Dillhyon, came to BCF to learn more about the 
ministry that God has called them to. When 
Dillhyon was asked why did you choose BCF to 
continue your education, "This is not a place where 
you aren't going to feel accepted. Friendships are 
formed here for a lifetime," stated Dillhyon. "It's 

BCF WELCOMES NEW STUDENT 

Rhett Dillhyon
an environment where 
you have Christian 
people supporting you 
through everything you 
do." Dillhyon also shared his excitement about 
having worship services held on campus, "I also 
like that you can attend chapel three days a week, 
it's refreshing, and leaves me filled until the next 
week. BCF just feels like home!"

BCF Student Rhett Dillhyon.
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MISSIONS CONFERENCE - OCTOBER 7-9, 2019
The Fall 2019 Missions Conference is coming up October 7-9, 2019.  The theme for the conference is, "And After 
the Storm... Came the Still Small Voice" with guest speaker, Dr. Tommy Green, Executive Director - Treasurer of 
the Florida Baptist Convention.  More that 25 missions agencies will be sharing all that God is doing around the 
world. Come join us as we celebrate God using His people. For more information, contact (800)328-2660 ext. 478.

PREVIEW DAY - OCTOBER 11, 2019

Preview Day is presented as a special opportunity to visit the BCF campus in Graceville, FL. Prospective students 
and their parents can talk one-on-one with faculty and staff. Additionally, join us for a unique worship experience in 
the R.G. Lee Chapel. To register for Preview Day, call 800-328-2660 or online at www.baptistcollege.edu/previewday.

HOLIDAY HERITAGE FESTIVAL - NOVEMBER 22, 2019

The Holiday Heritage Festival is just around the corner! Artisans will be sharing memories of the past such as cane 
grinding, syrup making, pottery making, blacksmithing, and soap making.  We will also have quilting and arts and 
crafts. The Faculty Wives will have homemade baked goods, hotdogs, homemade chili, and Chicken perleu for sale 
with all of the proceeds going to the BCF Scholarship Fund.

A FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC - NOVEMBER 21-22, 2019

You are invited to join us as we reminisce the harmonious melodies of the Christmas season! The concert will be 
hosted by the Music and Worship Division of The Baptist College of Florida in the R. G. Lee Chapel, November 21 
@ 7:00 p.m. and November 22 @ 9:30 a.m. For more information on this event, contact The Baptist College of 
Florida at 800-328-2660 ext. 427.

FALL GRADUATION - DECEMBER 6, 2019

We welcome you to join BCF parents, alumni, faculty, and staff at 10:00 a.m. in the BCF Wellness Center as we 
celebrate the accomplishments of the fall graduating class of 2019. The ceremony starts promptly at 10:00 a.m., 
and generally lasts about an hour. This is a great opportunity to congratulate the graduating class and connect with 
friends and professors.

HOPPERS CONCERT - FEBRUARY 1, 2020

Don't forget to mark your calendars! The Hoppers will be performing at The Baptist College of Florida on February 
1, 2020. Dinner will begin at 5:00 p.m., with the concert to follow at 6:00 p.m. For ticket information, call (800)328-
2660 ext. 418.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Join The Baptist College of Florida for any of the following events and become a partner in "Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word.®"
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Butler, Ric (’80) will 
no longer be at Eden 
Fellowship Church. 

He will now be available for supply, 
Interim, revivals, and some pastoral 
work. Ric and his wife Alice can be 
contacted at 21739 Hubert Road, 
Opp, AL; email: drric1104@aol.com 

Morrison, Bob (’81) has retired in 
Manitou, Kentucky after 45 years 
in the pastoral ministry. He can be 
reached at 1655 Manitou Road, 
Manitou, KY; 270-836-2825

Shirah, Mike (’82) serves at Bluff 
Springs Baptist Church. Dr. Shirah 
and his wife Beverly live in Headland, 
AL. They can be reached at 334-449-
1710; mshirah6@gmail.com

Reed, Ronald (’89) served 30 years 
as a bi-vocational minister with 
five of those years with the then 
SBC Home Mission Board, church 
planting in western Pennsylvania. 
Reed has written two books: “A 
Heart’s Cry for God” and “The 
Inner Closet Experience”.  Reed and 
his wife Vickie live in Fultondale, AL. 
They can be reached at 205-540-
8557; rvreed73@bellsouth.net

Clements, Daniel (’08) 
and his wife Dawn live 
in Grinnell, IA. They are 

three years into a church plant in 
central Iowa. They are currently the 
only SBC church within fifty miles 
of Grinnell. They are also one of six 
gospel preaching churches in the 
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city. They have an outreach program 
with one of the most liberal colleges 
in the country. Daniel and Dawn 
can be reached at 816-646-6990; 
danel@paragonchurch.org

Meadows, Conrad (’09) and his 
wife Celeste live in Lynn Haven, FL. 
Conrad has been serving as Chaplain 
at Emerald Coast Hospice in Panama 
City, FL since 2013. He and Celeste 
are expecting their fifth child soon. 
Meadows obtained a Master of 
Theology from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 2013 and 
plans to enroll in the Doctor of 
Ministry program at Luther Rice 
Seminary. Conrad and Celeste 
can be reached at 850-960-5376; 
meadows.conrad@yahoo.com

Halstead, Aaron 
(’13) and his wife 
Morgan now have a 

ten-month-old daughter, Hadley. 
Halstead is currently serving as the 
Administrative Assistant for the 
Professional Doctoral Office at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, TX and as 
the Content Manager and Editor 
for preachingsource.com. He and 
Morgan can be reached at 850-774-
6971; ahalstead@swbts.edu

Langer, Anthony (’13) and his wife 
Quesia are helping to revitalize 
Bashford Manor Baptist Church in 
Louisville, KY. Langer currently serves 
on a couple of committees and helps 
to lead singing and prayer in Sunday 
morning services. He asks that we 
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all pray for God’s revitalization of 
Bashford Manor Baptist Church. 
Langer is also attending The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and is 
working as a Data Analyst for a local 
healthcare provider. He and Quesia 
can be reached at 407-301-1576; 
anthony_langer@yahoo.com

Saunders, Scott (’14) is the Associate 
Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship 
at Harmony Baptist Mission Church. 
Saunders can be reached at 904-
962-9300; scottsaunders7@gmail.
com

Seals, Martha (’15) and her husband 
Robert live in Enterprise, AL. 
Martha is involved in the Music and 
Children’s Ministries at First Baptist 
Church of Enterprise. Martha and 
Robert can be reached at 864-764-
0239; visionfit1010@aol.com

Schoemann, Jeremy (’16) is set to 
be published in Lifeway’s Parenting 
Teens magazine in their August 
issue and hopes to write a series of 
articles regarding youth, faith, and 
mental health. He can be reached at 
jerschoemann777@gmail.com

Condolences to the Family of:
Shoffner, Frederick graduated from 
The Baptist College of Florida in the 
70’s.  In January 2018, he went home 
to be with the Lord.




