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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within 
the context of a Christian worldview to promote, 
provide for, operate and control a program of 
education and training for Christian leaders through 
awarding certificates and associate, baccalaureate 
and graduate degrees in a co-educational post-
secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop 
those qualities in students that contribute to 
effective ministry. In the area of personal growth, 
we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; develop 
cultural awareness by introducing students to a 
wide range of knowledge; nurture the ability to 
acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use information; 
and promote personal and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities 
for ministry, and they learn to master a specialized 
body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of 
and a loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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Registration is now open! Please visit the school's website at www.baptistcollege.edu, under upcoming events; scroll down and click on the link for the "Elevate" 

Music and Worship Arts Camp. After registering online, there will be a list of items on what to bring, a detailed schedule for the week, payment options, and a 

required medical release form that needs to be turned in. Don't miss the chance to be a part of something special at The Baptist College of Florida. We hope to 

see you at "Elevate!"
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action as they approved a plan to pursue the 
establishment of an additional location of BCF 
in the Central Florida area. It is the expressed 
desire of the College to begin this work in the 
Lakeland, Florida area. This is a venture that 
has been a part of my prayer life for twenty 
years, and I cannot express how excited I am 
to have the opportunity to pursue this dream. 
We will be sharing more information about this 
venture with you during the upcoming months.

                While many students were enjoying a 
Spring Break at the beach, a group of students 
from BCF were serving in mission work in 
the Balkans area of Europe. According to the 
students and their faculty supervisor, Dr. Kristy 
Ford, the classwork and the travel involved in 
this mission effort were definitely life changing 
for them. I am so proud of the value system of 
our students and the ways in which they live 
out their values.

                In just a few weeks, students will 
be arriving on campus for the Elevate Music 
and Worship Arts Camp. Each year, students 
are provided with the opportunity to gain 
experience and skills in the areas of music and 
worship arts in a fun filled camp experience. 
These experiences provide them with skills to 
be utilized in their churches during their youth 
and for a lifetime.

                Please remember your Baptist College 
of Florida as we deal with the ongoing cleanup 
and recovery efforts from the storms of 2018. 
We are still working with insurance companies 
and contractors as we try to repair past damage 
and move forward to future growth and 
ministry.

                Come to see us when you can. Send us 
students as you have the opportunity. And pray 
for us without ceasing.

God Bless You, 

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Dear Friends,

                With the Spring 2019 Graduation 
behind us at BCF, we have turned to the 
Summer Season that is characterized by a  
procession of volunteer groups descending 
on the campus. This is a favorite time for 
those of us already at The Baptist College 
of Florida, because it gives us a chance to 
meet new friends and catch up with old ones 
who are coming for return visits. There is 
no way that I can express adequately the 
importance of volunteers in the life of the 
College. We simply could not do all of the 
work that is needed if we did not have the 
help of these loyal team members. Recently, 
we had a great week with the group from 
Trinity Baptist Church in Apopka, Florida 
and the First Baptist Church of Tangerine. 
These folks, under the leadership of Dianne 
Lovett and Fran Carlton, have been coming 
to the campus for several years. Each year, I 
am amazed at the amount of work that they 
accomplish. This year the group had to deal 
with temperatures of over 100 degrees and an 
ongoing drought in our area. With plenty of 
water and a few rest breaks, they completed 
an amazing amount of work. In a few days, 

we will be welcoming the volunteer group 
from the First Baptist Church of Orlando. This 
group has been coming to Graceville for almost 
twenty years, and their numbers have grown to 
over 100 participants. Many of these folks take 
their vacations to volunteer at the College. We 
are profoundly grateful to all of our volunteers, 
and we would like to invite you to join them in 
helping to support the work of “Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word.”

                Once again, our graduation ceremony 
marked the time in which students become 
alumni and those who have been focusing on 
classes change their focus to fields of service. 
Our graduates leave the campus and fan out 
around the world. I want to congratulate our 
graduates and assure them of our continuing 
prayers for them. I must admit that I am a little 
favorably biased about one of our graduates. 
I had the privilege of presenting the diploma 
for the Master of Arts in Music and Worship 
Leadership to my daughter, Lisa Kinchen. This 
Daddy is very proud of his “Little Girl.”

                During their Annual Meeting, the 
Board of Trustees of the College took historic 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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TRUSTEES TAKE HISTORIC ACTION AT THE 
BAPTIST COLLEGE OF FLORIDA

As Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) assembled 
for their Annual Meeting at the main campus in Graceville on 
May 2-3, 2019, there was a sense of excitement and anticipation 
in the air. In 1943, the institution was founded in Lakeland, 
Florida. It moved to the Northwest Florida campus in Graceville 
in 1953. According to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, 
"We came together to vote on the issue of going 'back to the 
future." Trustees had received a report in their February 2019 
meeting concerning the possibility of the institution expanding 
its operations into other areas of Florida. At their plenary 
session on Friday morning, the Board of Trustees received a 
recommendation from the College President to authorize the 
establishment of an additional location of the college "in the 
Central Florida area somewhere along the I-4 corridor." After 
discussion which included testimonies by some trustees as to 
the great need for the college to establish a physical presence 
in the area, the Board of Trustees unanimously approved the 
recommendation for the new location. The primary location 
under consideration is the Lakeland area. "This is the reason 
that we feel that we are going back to the future since the 
college began its life at the old First Baptist Church location 
in Lakeland," stated Kinchen. "This area provides one of the 
greatest concentrations of strong, active Florida Baptist churches 
in the state. It covers the geographical heart of Florida, and we 
believe that The Baptist College of Florida will provide higher 
education opportunities representing the heart of our Lord and 
Florida Baptists. I am convinced that this action represents one 
of the most significant decisions ever made by the Trustees of 
the college." With several months of planning, research, and 

approvals for accreditation and licensing required for the new 
location, plans are for an opening in 2020.

In another historically significant action, the Board of Trustees 
approved the naming of the Prayer Chapel located in the center 
of the Graceville campus. The facility was officially named 
Conner Chapel in honor of Dr. Craig Conner and his wife 
Karen. Trustees, faculty, staff, students, and many other guests 
joined in a beautiful service of dedication following the trustee 
meeting on Friday morning. The service, held in front of the 
Conner Chapel, was characterized by music, prayer, and praise 
honoring the Lord Jesus for His goodness and mercy. Executive 
Director-Treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention Tommy 
Green expressed his appreciation and that of the convention 
for Conner's faithful service and mission impact. BCF Board of 
Trustee Chair Tim Maynard thanked Conner for his service as a 
trustee and faithful minister of the Gospel. Kinchen shared how 
Conner's efforts had led to the construction of the Prayer Chapel 
at the college. In his remarks, Conner recalled the impact of 
the college on his life and stated that there was no building on 
the campus that he would rather carry his name than the Prayer 
Chapel. Conner, who is an alumnus of BCF, has served for over 
twenty years as Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Panama City.

In other action, the Board of Trustees approved a 2019-2020 
Operating Budget of $6,100,000. According to the BCF 
President, "Our faculty and staff accomplish more for the 
Kingdom with the fewest resources of any group with whom I 
ever had the privilege of working. I am grateful to God for their 
spirit and effort."

Music Pastor of FBC Panama City, Ken Brookins, 
singing "Great is Thy Faithfulness."

Dr. Craig Conner being honored during the dedication 
ceremony.

The Kinchen's with the Conner's after the ceremony.
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STUDENTS SPEND SPRING 
BREAK ON MISSION IN THE 
BALKANS

A group of ten students from The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville, led by BCF Psychology Professor and 
General Education Division Chair Kristy Ford, participated in 
the Balkan Project over spring break. With members of the team 
representing nearly every degree program offered at BCF, the 
group set out to utilize their varying interests and gifts to best 
glorify the Lord. They left the Graceville campus with limited 
expectations and returned with newfound knowledge and life 
changing stories they will never forget.

With a goal of sharing the love of Christ in tangible ways in 
Eastern Europe, the group presented an opportunity for students 
from three different high schools to examine their unique gifts 
and interests in consideration of their life and career goals. 
"Many in this region are still experiencing the impact of war and 
transgenerational trauma, which often steals a sense of meaning 
and purpose from life," stated Ford. "We wanted to encourage 
the next generation to consider who God created them to be, to 
dream big on behalf of themselves and their communities, and 
to set goals and cast vision to others."

The group also met with families in their homes to hear stories 
of their experiences during the war, and visited mass grave sites. 
When asked about a moment that stuck out to her the most, BCF 
Junior Psychology Major Hailey High responded, "We traveled 
to a small village on the outside of town to visit a mass grave 

site. When we got to the memorial, a 93-year-old man in a wheel 
chair was sitting next to it. We asked him to share his story. 
Tears immediately welled up in his eyes as he told the story of 
his four sons being killed. He went on to tell of the devastation 
that swept through the rest of his village. It was a moment that 
humbled us and made us so thankful for our circumstances. As 
we got in the car, "Good, Good Father" was playing through the 
radio. As I sang the words 'You are perfect in all of your ways,' 
I began to cry. This place was broken and lost. Desperate for a 
God they did not know. They need to know a God who is perfect 
in all of His ways. That moment will stick with me forever. I 
never want to forget what they went through."

BCF students also had the opportunity to meet and encourage a 
small group of local believers, who face rejection and potentially 
even persecution if their faith is made public. The group sought 
to listen and understand the historical significance and impact 
of trauma, while encouraging these believers in their continuing 
journey of discipleship. BCF Senior Jordan Lacy stated, "My 
biggest take away from this experience is perspective. Just 
because I was ignorant of past events doesn't mean that I have to 
remain in that ignorance moving forward. Everyone has a story 
and the best way I know to honor the stories shared with me is 
to continue the conversation back home."

Students leaving for the Balkans.



|  ECHOES6   

For many students at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville, the concluding weeks of each semester are stressful 
as final projects, papers, presentations, and exams are due. For 
graduating seniors, however, this is also a joyous time as their 
academic career at BCF concludes and they determine which 
direction the Lord is leading them. The Presidential Excellence 
in Preaching Award was announced and Senior Honors Day 
was held on May 8 to celebrate and recognize the academic 
achievements of the forty-four graduating seniors.

On May 7, the Presidential 
Excellence in Preaching Award was 
the first award of the week presented 
by BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen and the First Lady Ruth 
Ann. Each semester, seniors work 
meticulously on a message in the 
preaching class with the goal of 
being selected as the recipient of 

the preaching award and the opportunity to preach in the R. G. 
Lee Chapel before their peers and faculty. Commended for his 
undeniable gift of preaching the Word of God, graduating senior 
Davis Howell earned the honor this semester.

During the student preaching chapel service, Howell shared 
from Proverbs 4:20-23, focusing on the idea that "transformation 

of the heart happens from the inside out," which he explained 
happens when "we are filled with the Word of God and we guard 
our heart..." Howell shared that this transformation should 
prompt believers to go out and tell others what the Lord has done. 
Howell did an outstanding job proclaiming what the Lord put on 
his heart and raised expectations for future student preachers. 
He is currently serving as the Student Pastor at Lakeside Church 
in Lake Oconee, Georgia, and will be able to devote more time, 
attention, and efforts to his ministry there after graduation.

Before meeting in the BCF Wellness Center on May 8, for 
the Senior Honors Day Luncheon held each semester, friends 
and family members of the graduates gathered in the R.G. Lee 
Chapel for a special chapel service recognizing seniors who 
have excelled in their academic careers. Senior Honors Day 
activities included a time of praise and worship led by the 
graduating seniors, recognition of those who had earned high 
GPA honors, the presentation of the senior class project, and 
a challenging message delivered by BCF President Thomas A. 
Kinchen. Kinchen preached from Luke 14:7 and defined exactly 
what honor means. He stated that "we are not entitled to honor, 
and when God brings you the honor of service, then let it be that 
we are only stewards of those honors." What an inspirational 
reminder for graduates as they continue their journey of 
"Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word.®"

BCF CELEBRATES SENIORS WITH 
STUDENT PREACHING AND HONORS DAY

Seniors receiving high GPA honors were recognized during Senior Honors Day.

BCF Senior Davis Howell.
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Friday, May 17 will serve as a monumental day in the lives of 
students who graduated from The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville. Joined by their family, friends, faculty, 
trustees, and staff in the BCF Wellness Center, they celebrated 
the years of hard work, diligent study, and intense determination 
that has been put into fulfilling all of the requirements to earn 
their college degree.

With heart-pounding excitement, graduating seniors entered 
through the double-doors while the BCF College Winds played 
"Pomp and Circumstance" under the direction of Professor Ron 
Branning. Following the traditional processional, the invocation 
was offered by BCF Graduate and Trustee Shelly Chandler, 
Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church Bonifay. Following hymn 
favorite, "Crown Him with Many Crowns," led by BCF Music 
and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis, BCF President Thomas 
A. Kinchen welcomed campus visitors with deep expressions of 
thankfulness for their tremendous support and encouragement 
to the graduating class. Kinchen also welcomed full-time 
Psychology Professor Todd Hardin as he signed the traditional 
articles of faith, noting that the first faculty member to sign the 
articles was in 1965.

Following the skillful rendition of "When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross" by the College Choir, Kinchen addressed the graduates 
with an encouraging message referencing Psalm 139. "What 
next? All of the uncertainty is just that uncertain; but we know 
the one who is certain," stated Kinchen. He told graduates to 

remember that "My God and your God knows the end and the 
beginning. He goes before and behind and places His blessings 
on us! Our God knows everything, Our God created everything 
and our God is everywhere."

The graduating class was presented by BCF Academic Dean 
Robin Jumper just after confirmation by the BCF Registrar 
Stephanie Orr and affirmation of the faculty. Final approval 
was then granted by Kinchen as seniors walked across the stage 
with joy to accept their diplomas. Family, friends, and the BCF 
staff and faculty who have poured into these students cheered as 
the new college graduates finally received the credentials they 
had labored for. The 2019 spring graduating class included two 
students who received associate degrees, forty other students 
earning their bachelor's degrees, and two master's degree 
recipients, including Kinchen's daughter Lisa Kinchen, making 
it an exciting day of celebration for the entire class. Graduates 
were then instructed to move their tassels from right to left, 
symbolizing the final official act of graduation.

After a thunderous applause, the audience joined the faculty, 
staff, and graduates in singing the BCF college hymn, "Tell Me 
the Story of Jesus" followed by the inspiring and deeply personal 
benediction from BCF Graduate and Trustee Jeff Stading, Pastor 
of New Home Baptist Church in Perry, Fla., and husband of 
graduating senior Adeena Stading.

Graduates exited the building with diplomas in hand to 
commemorate the day by taking pictures with their family, 
friends, and professors. Many of the graduates have finalized 
their plans for the future with several entering seminary or 
graduate school and others beginning works in positions of 
ministry, missions, music, education, business, and psychology. 
This generation of BCF graduates have been trained, equipped, 
and prepared to set the example in pursuing the call of "Changing 
the World Through the Unchanging Word.®"

BCF HOLDS SPRING 2019
COMMENCEMENT

CEREMONY

President Kinchen gives a kiss to his 'Little Girl' as she completes her graduate 
studies at BCF.

Professor Todd Hardin signs the articles of faith and is welcomed by Dr. Kinchen as a 
full-time Professor of Psychology.
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James Ausburn
Cairo, GA

Sadie Franklin
Graceville, FL

First Row: Sadie Franklin, Samantha Schafer, Deanna Wells, Amanda Carnley, Avery Hodges, Dixie Smith, Adeena Stading, Emily Fredryk, Kimberly Hart, 
Courtney Martin Second Row: Thomas A. Kinchen (President), Lisa Kinchen, Jenna Singletary (Marshall), Thu Lai Mu, Mikerlange Sanon, Tiffany Hatadis, 
Anna Barroso, Autumn Thompson, Jordan Lacy, Danah Eugene, Ashley Kennedy, Brittany Strickland, Maria Noemia Poole, Noah Wagner (Marshall), Arness 
McDonald, Elliot Weston, Robin Jumper (Academic Dean) Third Row: Jesse White, James Ausburn, John Harmon, William Worley, Caleb Boss, James 
Robertson, Collin Dollar, Davis Howell Fourth Row: Joshua Larson, Dustin Williams, Chad Hughes, William Tuomey, Tristen Nichols, Jordan Warren, William 
Brodrick, Joshua Howard

Anna Barroso
Graceville, FL

Emily Fredryk
Fort Pierce, FL

Caleb Boss
Pensacola, FL

John Harmon
Graceville, FL

William Brodrick
Graceville, FL

Kimberly Hart
Slocomb, AL

Amanda Carnley
Marianna, FL

Tiffany Hatadis
Graceville, FL

Collin Dollar
Thomasville, GA

Avery Hodges
Vernon, FL

Danah Eugene
Miramar, FL

Joshua Howard
Dawsonville, GA

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2019!
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Thu Lai Mu
Jacksonville, FL

Adeena Stading
Perry, FL

Deanna Wells
Chipley, FL

Davis Howell
Moultrie, GA

Tristen Nichols
Bonifay, FL

Brittany Strickland
Old Town, FL

Elliot Weston
Hartford, AL

Chad Hughes
Dothan, AL

Maria Noemia Poole
Homestead, FL

Autumn Thompson
Dallas, GA

Jesse White
Graceville, FL

Ashley Kennedy
Slocomb, AL

James Robertson
Thomasville, GA

William Tuomey
Locust Grove, GA

Dustin Williams
Graceville, FL

Jordan Lacy
Jacksonville, FL

Mikerlange Sanon
Graceville, FL

Jordan Warren
Baldwin, FL

William Worley
Andalusia, AL

Samantha Schafer
Bonifay, FL

Dixie Smith
Mayo, FL

Joshua Larson
Graceville, FL

Lisa Kinchen
Winter Haven, FL

NOT PICTURED:

• Paul Gregory Fenstermaker
• Cody Leonard

• Armando Yzaquirre

Courtney Martin
Graceville, FL

Arness McDonald
Jacksonville, FL

Please Pray for Our 
Graduates as they 
Change the World!
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There was an overwhelming sense of awe as the southern gospel family, "The Nelons" were in concert at The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, Fla., on Saturday May 18, 2019. This incredibly talented family 
performed a variety of songs with a sweet blend of gospel, a cappella, hymns, Americana, folk, and inspirational 
music. Every genre of music was included during the amazing night of worship with one focus, praise.

The exceptionally gifted musical family comprised of award-winning vocalist Kelly Nelon Clark, her husband 
Jason Clark, and their two daughters Amber and Autumn, use their tremendous musical talents to boldly share the 
gospel. The R. G. Lee Chapel was filled with worshippers listening attentively to Kelly's astonishing alto voice, 
Amber's pitch perfect soprano, Autumn's smooth vocal tone, and Jason's extreme versatility. Together they created 
a blend of voices that was absolutely beautiful and inspiring (www.kellynelon.com).

"Over the last few years, I have had the privilege of getting to know The Nelons and it was an honor to introduce 
them on Saturday evening," stated Laura Sowell, BCF Administrative Assistant to the President. "The Christ they 
sing about on stage shines brightly through each one of them off stage."

Highlighting the evening was the excitement and underlying celebration for Autumn having earned her degree from 
The Baptist College of Florida the day before. Her God-given talent and the hard work put into completing her 
education while on the road will serve her well as she continues to lead worship and make a difference in the lives 
she encounters.

BCF HOSTS THE GOSPEL SENSATION 
THE NELONS

BCF Graduate Autumn Thompson uses her musical talent as a member of 
the award-winning gospel family The Nelons.

The Nelons in concert at The Baptist College of Florida.
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BCF ENGLISH CAST PRESENTS 
"MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS"

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville 
English Department offered two performances of the 
sixth annual spring play on May 10 and 11. This year's 
production was based upon the 1934 Agatha Christie 
novel "Murder on the Orient Express."

The cast, comprised of both students and faculty 
members, absolutely made the set come alive, causing 
the audience to feel as though they were actually aboard 
the Orient Express passenger train. Together, they went 
on a suspense filled journey as Detective Hercule Poirot, 
portrayed by Assistant Professor of English Christian 
Dickinson, worked diligently to solve the murder that 
had taken place aboard the train.

This spring theatre performance was directed by current 
Graduate Student Melody Barney who earned her BA 

in English from BCF in May 2017. Barney has starred 
in three of the previous English Division productions, 
and directed last year's performance, "She Stoops to 
Conquer." Grateful for the opportunity, Barney was 
well pleased with how smoothly both performances 
ran and was extremely proud of how hard the cast and 
audiovisual team worked.

BCF Senior and Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 
Director Amanda Carnley has been a part of every play 
since she became a student at the college. Continuing 
that tradition while graduating this spring with her 
degree in English, Carney said "I loved being a part of 
the most successful group project ever. Every year, the 
cast becomes family by the end of the semester and I'm 
really going to miss that at BCF."
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The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville is proud 
to announce an exciting addition to its degree offerings. 
Beginning in August 2019, classes leading to a Master of 
Arts degree in Counseling will be offered. According to BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen, "We are absolutely ecstatic 
over the fact of adding this graduate degree program to our 
undergraduate program in psychology and counseling. Our 
undergraduate degree in this area has been one of our most 
popular and enduring programs for many years. Students, 
alumni, and prospective employers have been requesting this 
program for quite some time. I am convinced that this degree 
program will afford future graduates enhanced opportunities 
for ministry and service. The approval of this graduate level 
degree program comes as the result of much prayer and hard 
work by our faculty, staff, and administration. I am very 
grateful for and proud of their performance."

Kinchen also noted that BCF is in the planning stages for 
additional graduate level programs in its curriculum. "We 
must continue to be vigilant in our quest to provide the 
highest quality of Bible-based, Christ-centered education at 
all degree levels for the Next Greatest Generation of Christian 
Leaders," stated Kinchen.

For more information on the exciting new MA in Counseling 
degree, please call The Baptist College of Florida at 
800.328.2660 ext. 460 or visit the website at www.
baptistcollege.edu.

In addition to teaching at The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville and offering area wide pastoral 
ministry, BCF Professor of Theology and Philosophy 
Mark Rathel considers writing as an extension of his 
role as an educator. For years, Rathel has published 
articles and provided commentary on numerous biblical 
topics in multiple venues.

Rathel wrote seven articles in the five-volume 
Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States, 
published by academic publisher Roman & Littlefield. 
He wrote five articles on Baptist leaders Thomas 
Armitage, B. H. Carroll, James B. Gambrell, the Leavell 
family, and Rufus Weaver. He also contributed articles 
on fundamentalist leader Bob Jones, Jr. and liberal 
Episcopal Priest James Pike.

In a volume commemorating the 500th anniversary of 
the Protestant Reformation, Rathel authored "Martin 
Luther's Sola Fide: Redefined as Baptists' Affirmation 
of Justification by Faith." Rathel contrasted the Catholic 
and Protestant understandings of the doctrine of 
justification by faith and discussed Luther's contribution 
to the democratization of the Christian faith through 
Bible translation, rediscovery of the biblical doctrine of 
the priesthood of the believer, and Luther's emphasis on 
the church as community rather than an institution.

For the 100th anniversary of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Rathel contributed "The Cross 

THE NEW 
MASTER OF ARTS IN 

COUNSELING DEGREE

Dr. Rathel preaching in chapel.

and the School of Providence and Prayer: Atonement 
Controversies at New Orleans Baptist Seminary," in the 
NOBTS on-line academic publication, Journal for Baptist 
Theology and Ministry. In the article, Rathel focused on 
controversies regarding the meaning of the death of Jesus in 
the teachings of Frank Stagg, Theodore C. Clark, and Fisher 
Humphreys.

Rathel contributed "Nicopolis: City of Victory" to the 
summer issue of Lifeway's publication, Biblical Illustrator, 
highlighting Paul's request for Titus to meet him in Nicopolis 
(Titus 3.12). Caesar Augustus founded the city near the 
location where the emperor's forces defeated the Navy of 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra in one of the most important 
battles in history. Since Paul wrote to Titus from his Roman 
imprisonment, Paul's desire to travel to the city of victory 
gives insights into Paul's evangelistic plans after his release 
from imprisonment.BCF PROFESSOR 

PUBLISHED
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2018 "Elevate" Music and Worship Arts Campers.

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville will 
hold its fifth annual "Elevate" Music and Worship Arts 
Camp the week of July 8-12, 2019. The exciting camp is 
for students who have completed sixth grade through the 
twelfth grade and is designed to meet students where they 
are in their musical talents, as well as, helping them grow 
skills in singing, playing instruments, or spiritual growth.

Held on the beautiful Graceville campus, students will 
enjoy the "college experience" by staying in the dorms, 
learning from the extremely talented BCF music professors, 
eating in the college cafeteria - the Deese Center, and 
using the school's plethora of resources. The BCF Music 
and Worship Division Faculty will join other instructors 
during the breakout sessions to motivate campers in the 
areas of vocals, guitar, bass, piano/keyboard, and in a band/
orchestral setting. There are also non-musical classes that 
will be offered such as drama, sign language, and illusion. 
Evenings will consist of youth-based worship times and 
crazy-fun fellowship. The camp also offers water sports 
that the students will be able to participate in during the 
camp.

    "Elevate" is a camp where a student can not only gain some 
musical knowledge, but also grow in their relationship with 
the Lord. The camp does not require you to have musical 
experience but will be extremely helpful to those who sing 
in a praise band, youth choir, or play an instrument in a 
local band. The cost for the camp is $180.00 per camper if 
paid by June 1, 2019 or $200.00 if paid after June 1, and 
that includes lodging, meals, and all of the camp activities.

Registration is now open! Please visit the school's website 
at www.baptistcollege.edu, under upcoming events; scroll 
down and click on the link for the "Elevate" Music and 
Worship Arts Camp. After registering online, there will 
be a list of items on what to bring, a detailed schedule for 
the week, payment options, and a required medical release 
form that needs to be turned in. Don't miss the chance to 
be a part of something special at The Baptist College of 
Florida. We hope to see you at "Elevate!"

For more information on the 2019 "Elevate" Music and 
Worship Arts Camp at The Baptist College of Florida, 
please call 800.328.2660 ext. 427 or visit the website at 
www.baptistcollege.edu.

BCF TO HOLD FIFTH "ELEVATE" 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP ARTS CAMP
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All of  the Memorial Bricks that have been purchased 
through the Development Office have been placed 
around the First Lady’s Fountain in front of  the R.G. Lee 
Chapel. We look forward to adding a few more bricks 
before the project is completed!  Please come by the 
fountain and see how beautiful they look at the front of  
the campus!

We have been informed by the Development Office that 
bricks may still be purchased during this time! Memorial 
Bricks can be purchased to honor or remember those 
who have been special to us. Bricks cost $100 with up to 
three lines available to honor people, churches, ministries, 
or groups with dates or text choice.

To purchase bricks or for more information, call 

Dr. Charles Parker at 800-328-2660, ext. 469 or

Mrs. Jessica Ward at 800-328-2660, ext. 416.

Memorial Bricks
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Jalbert, Armand 
(’81) has retired from 
the pastoral ministry 

but is available for pulpit supply 
and other preaching and teaching 
opportunities. He and his wife 
Naoko live in Chilhowie, VA. 
They can be reached at 
276-521-0748; revarmand@
gmail.com

Harris, Tim (’97) 
has been the Worship 
and Senior Adult 

Pastor at First Baptist Church 
of High Springs since 1997. He 
lives in Fort White, FL. Tim can 
be reached at 352-317-3881; 
77tharris@gmail.com 
Hearn, Paul (’97) is the Vice 
President of the Kingdom Kruisers 
of the Christian Motorcyclists 
Association. He and his wife 
Shirley live in Pampa, TX. They 
can be reached at 806-486-7550; 
pehearn@gmail.com 

Ellison, Scott (’01) 
serves at Morning 
Star Church in 

Rockford, IL. He and his wife 
Tami live in Rockford, IL. They 

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us 
at 800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.eduALUMNI UPDATES |

can be reached at 919-986-2650; 
scott@morningstarrockford.org
Robinson, Jr., Michael (’02) is 
the Children’s Pastor at Church at 
the Mall in Lakeland, FL. He and 
his wife Tasha live in Lakeland 
and can be reached at 863-
682-0163; michael.robinson@
churchatthemall.com 
Wiggins, Patricia (’03) has 
recently accepted a position at 
Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College in Rome, GA, where 
she serves as Coordinator of 
Recruitment and Student Life. She 
can be reached at 865-253-3468; 
patriciawiggins78@gmail.com
Phillips, Brandon (’05) and his 
wife Jenna are living in Lynn 
Haven, FL. They can be reached at 
850-867-5729; brandonrphillips@
gmail.com 
Knight, Jared (’07) has been 
serving as the Worship Pastor 
of Leoma Baptist Church since 
February of 2018. He and his wife 
Christie live in Leoma, TN. They 
can be reached at 864-441-2740; 
j_knight-03@yahoo.com
Woodall, Christopher (’07) has 
published his first book entitled, 
“The Great I AM: Jesus, a Portrait 
of God” which can be purchased 

at amazon.com. Chris is currently 
serving as pastor at Pinckard 
Baptist Church in Pinckard, AL. 
He can be reached at 334-983-1125

Linton, John Paul 
(’11) has served as 
Minister of Music 

and Families at Seminole Baptist 
Church since 2013. He and his 
wife Sara live in Tallahassee, FL 
32303 and can be reached at 850-
345-8349; jpsing2theking@
gmail.com 
Ryan, Terry (’18) and his wife, 
Sybil are serving at their church, 
Penia Baptist Church in Cordele, 
GA. They can be reached at 104 
Listonia Road, Cordele, GA; 229-
322-6480; gabaptistpastor@
gmail.com

Condolences to the Families of:
Dr. Earl Carroll passed away 
in early May. Dr. Carroll taught 
English at The Baptist College 
of Florida for several years. His 
funeral and visitation were on 
May 15, 2019 at Cypress Baptist 
Church in Grand Ridge, FL. Please 
pray for the Carroll family through 
this time.
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