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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training 
for Christian leaders through awarding certifi cates and 
associate, baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-
educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfi ll its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by 
introducing students to a wide range of knowledge; 
nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use 
information; and promote personal and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist students 
in learning and living the Christian life. In terms of 
professional growth, students are enabled to gain the 
credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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the roofi ng and interior of our library. On the 
Blue Springs site, we will replace roofs, repair 
a great deal of interior damage, and clean up 
literally thousands of trees that were destroyed. 
As bad as the devastation is on the campus, we 
were blessed in comparison to so many of our 
brothers and sisters in the area. No one on our 
campus was injured, so all that we have to do 
is to repair stuff . Believe me, there is a lot of 
stuff  to be fi xed; but we can do that with God’s 
guidance and your support.

 Recently, someone asked me about the 
post hurricane conditions that we are facing. 
Th e best analogy that I can think of relates to 
the many trees that were damaged or destroyed. 
Immediately after the storm, many of the trees 
were completely broken apart while many 
others were uprooted. When someone saw 
these trees, there was no doubt that they would 
not survive. However, other trees seemed to 
have been left completely intact. Th eir canopies 
were green, and there was no visible damage. 
However, after a few weeks, many of the trees 
that had seemed unscathed had large brown 
patches in their canopies with broken limbs 
protruding. Th e damage had been there all of 
the time, but it taken a while before it could 
be seen. Th is has been the case in many lives as 
individuals are seeking to deal with the stresses 
that were brought into play by the storm. All 
of need to pray for those who are hurting and 
struggling. Whether our hurts are visible and 
our losses are monumental or they are not very 
visible, we know the One who can bear all of 
our burdens and meet all of our needs. We 
who serve at your Baptist College of Florida 
are seeking to be the agents through whom He 
works in this time of need.

As we celebrate this most special season, I 
pray that the grace, mercy and peace of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ will rest and abide upon each 
of you.

God Bless You,

Th omas A. Kinchen, President

Dear Friends,

We have just completed the Fall 
2018 Semester and conducted an exciting 
graduation ceremony. I am delighted to 
know that we have a new group of young 
Christian leaders who are going out to 
serve our Lord. Only our Lord knows 
what an impact they will have in the years 
that lie ahead. What I do know is that they 
have been trained by the fi nest Christian 
faculty that I have ever known. Th ese men 
and women have the credentials to teach, 
the hearts to lead, and the compassion to 
invest in the lives of their students. I am so 
proud of the folks who work and serve at 
Th e Baptist College of Florida. Please pray 
for our graduates as they begin this new 
time in their lives of service.

Th e Baptist College of Florida 
is accredited through the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). 
On December 11, 2018, the College 
Delegate Assembly of SACSCOC voted to 
Reaffi  rm the Accreditation of BCF for ten 
years with no follow-up reporting. Th is is 
the fi nest rating that we can receive in the 
accreditation of the College. Our trustees, 
faculty, staff  and students have worked 
hard for several years in the preparation 

of materials and site visits that are all a 
part of this process. I praise our Lord for 
His blessings and thank our folks for their 
hard work and faithfulness.

You will see in this edition of Echoes 
that Hurricane Michael visited our campus 
as an Uninvited Guest on October 10, 
2018. I hope that you will take the time 
to read the article as a refl ection of what 
our life was like for a few days in that time 
period. Since the time of the storm, we 
have gone about the work of digging out 
of some of the damage. We have hosted 
several families who are still living on the 
campus. We processed law enforcement 
personnel through our facilities, housed 
other governmental agencies, worked 
with disaster relief agencies of all types; 
and we are still hosting FEMA offi  ces 
and our Sheriff ’s Department offi  ces in 
our Blue Springs facilities. Life has been 
quite diff erent, and I am still not willing 
to accept the current status as the “new 
normal.” We are doing what we need to 
do in order to take care of as many of 
the needs as we can. Today we met with 
architects and engineers, and tomorrow we 
will meet with contractors. Th e largest jobs 
that we have facing us on the Graceville 
campus are roofs and the reconstruction of 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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MICHAEL: AN UNINVITED GUEST
October 10, 2018, began under literal and fi gurative clouds of 
anticipation and dread. Over the last few days, a tropical disturbance 
off  of the Yucatan Peninsula had evolved into a dangerous tropical 
storm that was well on the way to becoming the strongest hurricane 
to ever hit the northwestern Gulf coast of Florida. Since many at 
Th e Baptist College of Florida (BCF) had little to no experience 
with hurricanes, there was a great deal of free-fl oating anxiety that 
soon became very focused. Th e general cloud cover soon took on 
the intermittent periods of strong gusts with lashing rain mixed 
with an eerie calm. As the day progressed, the eff ects of the storm 
became more pronounced and constant.

Th e College had been closed on October 9, 2018, at 1:00 p.m., 
and only about fi fty students remained on campus. Most of the 
faculty and staff  had been busy preparing their own homes for 
the approaching storm or heading further north. Finally, after 
making a few wobbles, Michael hit the Florida coast centered 
just to the east of Panama City. With the College's location being 
approximately fi fty miles inland, there was no way to tell what 
the real impact might be, but when Michael came ashore at 155 
miles per hour, there was no doubt the College would receive a 
powerful visit from this Uninvited Guest. All of the preparations 
that could be anticipated had been made, and the leadership staff  
of BCF had met to make sure that everyone was in place and all 
students were accounted for. When asked about the approaching 
storm, BCF President, Th omas A. Kinchen, said, "Michael is on 
the way, but the good news is that our Lord is already here." He 
quickly explained that the statement was not an example of pie in 

the sky optimism but rather that it was a statement of Practical 
Christianity 101.

When Michael began to unleash his full fury on the Graceville 
community and the BCF campus, it became very clear that the 
students needed to take shelter in stronger buildings than their 
residence halls. A couple of years ago, during a period of deadly 
tornadoes in the area of the College, fi ve storm shelters were 
installed for the protection of the BCF family. Th ese state-of-the-
art shelters are rated at 400 mph wind load and 200 mph projectile 
load. Students, faculty and staff  spent about two hours in the 
shelters during the height of the storm. Th ey emerged to a campus 
without electricity, and since it was dark, they could not see the 
extent of the damage.

When the sun rose on the morning of October 11, 2018, Graceville 
and the BCF campus had been radically changed. Th ankfully, the 
damage on the campus had been moderate. Many of the beautiful 
trees are gone. Almost every roof has sustained some damage. 
In many cases, the roof damage has led to water inside of the 
buildings. Th e greatest damage to buildings came at Carlton Hall 
which houses the Ida J. McMillan Library. Th ree huge poplar 
trees had stood at the north end of the building off ering abundant 
shade in the summer and a beautiful splash of fall color. All of 
the poplars were uprooted by Michael. While one of them lay 
on the ground in front of Carlton Hall, the other two massive 
trunks and canopies crashed into the building. While assessment 
of damage is still being conducted, several holes have been found 

� e Ida J. McMillan Library.
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in the roof; and water damage inside 
of the building is signifi cant. Th e list 
of damages to property could go on, 
but the most important news is that 
there were no injuries and no loss of 
life on the campus or in Graceville.

Th e Graceville community was 
damaged more severely than the 
BCF campus. Within just a couple 
of blocks of the College, some of the 
community's most beautiful homes 
were crushed under the weight of 
towering pine trees and majestic oaks as they were uprooted or 
broken off  several feet above the ground. Th e community was 
in shock with absolute disbelief at the severity of the damage. 
However, it was soon clear that the Graceville community had 
been spared much of the destruction that was suff ered in Marianna 
just a few miles to the east. Th e Baptist College of Florida has its 
Blue Springs site at Marianna. Th is ninety-acre facility provides 
a 600 bed conference and camping center. In the fi rst pictures 
of Blue Springs, the facility was almost unrecognizable. Broken 
and twisted trees blocked roadways and covered buildings. What 
had been heavily wooded areas are now scenes of almost total 
devastation. Massive trees are now twisted stumps and ragged 
reminders of the force of Michael.

Immediately after Michael had passed, recovery eff orts began. 
Search and rescue eff orts were the fi rst order of business in areas 
nearer to the coast. Within the fi rst few hours, calls came streaming 
in as relief organizations and state agencies sought shelter for their 
staff  members who would be serving in the area. Th e Baptist 
College of Florida hosted approximately 100 offi  cers of the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission as well as a Disaster Relief 
group of Texas Baptist Men. Arrangements were made to house 
approximately 70 offi  cers from the Florida Highway Patrol. With 
all of the groups in the College's facilities, the level of activity on 
the campus was unbelievable. Since the fi rst hours after Michael 
passed, faculty, staff  and students of BCF fanned out across the 
community serving to cut trees, rake yards, haul limbs and serve 
meals to those who needed a kind hand and a quick smile.

With almost everyone in the BCF and Graceville community 
experiencing some level of damage, pastors of several of the churches 
met to plan a joint community service for Sunday, October 14, 
2018. As the time for the service approached, people began to 

come from all directions and assembled at the gazebo in the 
middle of the campus. Folks from across the spectrum of the 
community sang and prayed together and heard a message of 
renewed hope and assurance in the ongoing presence of our 
Lord. In the same place where dangerous winds and torrential 
rains had been experienced only a few hours before, there was 
a gentle breeze and cool temperatures accompanied by the 
beautiful songs of the birds in the trees. God's peace reigned 
at that moment when 
hearts needed it most. 
For that special time, 
despair was replaced 
with hope and the deep 

sense of loss was supplanted 
by peace.

Th ere is much work yet to 
be done. Many people are 
suff ering the loss of family 
members and friends as well 
as their worldly possessions. 
Michael was truly an Uninvited Guest that cut a path of destruction 
through the landscape of this portion of northwest Florida. What 
he could not destroy has been strengthened as the bonds between 
people have grown stronger and our dependence on the provision 
of our Lord has become deeper. Th e last of the story has not been 
told. It will be unfolding for months and years. But when the story 
is fi nished, one thing will remain true, "Michael came and went, 
but our Lord was here and stayed."

� e Graceville community at Daniel Plaza 
Gazebo on the BCF campus for a collective 

worship service.

Damaged ceiling in the Ida J. McMillan 
Library.

Students work within the community and on 
campus to clear trees and assist in disaster 

relief e� orts.

Fallen ceiling on couch in the Ida J. 
McMillan Library Break Room.
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A HELPING HAND...
SERVANT 

VOLUNTEERS
in the Ida J. McMillan Library

6   |  ECHOES

BCF Student Gracie McLean and volunteers of the PILOT Committee Christina 
Black and Ashley McCallum packing books to preserve them from the elements.

Volunteers Chelsea Diaz and Harold Aguire of the PILOT Committee 
repairing bookshelfs to move the library contents.

BCF Students joined by Keller Williams Realty volunteers packing and transporting books in the Ida J. McMillian Library to protect them from the 
inside devastation caused by Hurricane Michael.

Chairman of the BCF Board of Trustees Tim Maynard and voulnteers from 
Fruit Cove Baptist Church, Jacksonvile, Fla. labored in the library.

� e PILOT volunteers represented the Crestview Area 
Chamber of Commerce PILOT Committee. PILOT 
stands for professional inspired leaders of tomorrow. 
� ey packed over 300 boxes in one day.
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Th ough the chilly morning of December 7 was just a regular day 
for many people, it was a memorable one for graduating seniors 
at Th e Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville. Together 
with their family, friends, and their BCF family, seniors gathered 
in the BCF Wellness Center to celebrate the completion of degree 
requirements and acknowledge years of sacrifi ce and diligent study.

Th e ceremony began with thirty-eight excited graduating seniors 
marching down the center aisle as the BCF College Winds played 
"Pomp and Circumstance" under the direction of Professor Ron 
Branning. Following the traditional processional, Campus Minister 
and Assistant Professor of Christian Ministry Lance Beauchamp 
off ered the invocation, asking God to bless this time and that it 
would be for His glory alone. BCF Music and Worship Division 
Chair Bill Davis then led the congregation in the classic hymn, “In 
Christ Alone.” 

After recognizing the essential role that the support and prayers of 
family and friends has on the academic career of every graduate, 
BCF President Th omas A. Kinchen expressed his deepest gratitude 
and provided a warm welcome. During the moving time of 
recognition, new Professor Hannah Strickland was asked to 
join Kinchen to sign the “Articles of Faith” book signifying her 
commitment to the Lord, the institution, and to training the next 
generation of students that will attend BCF.  

Th e audience's attention was then directed towards the BCF 
College Singers as they performed an awe-inspiring rendition of 

"Let Your Light Shine" under the leadership of Professor Buford 
Cox. Kinchen took the podium once again to address the graduates. 
He referred to scripture in 2 Corinthians 4, reminding graduates 
that, though they will face opposition, accusers, and many who 
will misjudge their motives, they carry the very treasure of God 
with them and are to be "faithful, proactive witnesses to the life 
changing power of Jesus Christ in a dark and hurting world." 

BCF Academic Dean Robin Jumper offi  cially presented the 
graduating class following confi rmation by the registrar and 
affi  rmation of the faculty. Final approval was then given by Kinchen 
as seniors walked across the stage and accepted their diplomas. 
Family and friends cheered as the new college graduates received 
their well-earned credentials and fi nally saw all of their hard work 
come to fruition. Th e 2018 fall graduating class included three 
students who received associate degrees, thirty-three earning their 
bachelor's degrees, and two master’s degree recipients, making it a 
momentous day for the entire class. 

It was an especially meaningful occasion for two families, as they 
watched not one, but two graduates cross the stage. Husband and 
wife team Ryan and Kayla Gant, who met, were married, and had 
a child during their time at BCF, celebrated the completion of 
their education programs together. Sisters Ariel Wade and Stacey 
Andongo came in together as roommates in the fall 2014 semester 
and now fi nish together, both with degrees in Business Leadership. 
It was also a particularly unique graduation ceremony for Kinchen, 
as he proudly handed his grandson, Neal Potter, his degree with a 
big hug and great joy. Another special moment of recognition came 
to one graduate, Yvonne Mestre, as she watched the ceremony on 
Facebook Live from her hospital bed.  

Graduates were directed to turn their tassels from right to left, 
representing the fi nal act of graduation. After an enthusiastic and 
merited round of applause for the new graduates, the audience 
joined the faculty, staff , and new alumni in singing the BCF college 
hymn, "Tell Me the Story of Jesus" followed by the benediction 
given by BCF alumnus and Professor of Education Hannah 
Strickland.

Accompanied by the BCF College Winds, graduates departed the 
Wellness Center with diplomas in hand and eager anticipation 
for the future that lies ahead of them. Th ough the ceremony was 
meant for celebrating and acknowledging how far the graduates 
have come, the fall 2018 class has so much potential as they 
embark on the new adventure of "Changing the World Th rough 
the Unchanging Word®" that awaits them. Many of Th e Baptist 
College of Florida graduates will continue their education by 
attending seminary or graduate school while others have already 
begun working and serving in their respective degree fi elds.

BCF HOLDS FALL 2018
COMMENCEMENT

CEREMONY

President � omas A. Kinchen addressing the graduates.
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Cameron Adams
Graceville, FL

Michelle Goodwin 
Grand Ridge, FL

Front Row: Dr. Thomas Kinchen, Marshall Amanda Carnley, Kindsey Norman, Elizabeth Boss, Kayla Gant, Kristina Jones, Lindsay Hammond, Shannon Harmon, 
Alexandria Carter, Angela Schneckloth, Ariel Wade, Stacey Andongo, Michelle Goodwin, Leah Fernandez, Patricia Lally, Marshall Will Toumey, Dr. Robin Jumper
Second Row: Ryan West, Roland Youmans, Michael Hilliard, Lance Bourne, Dillion Rykard, John McCrillis, James Spears, Cameron Adams, 
Back Row: Jared Buchanan, Micaiah Johnston, Bradley Price, Kyle Kilpatrick, Ronald Neal Potter, Austin Lay, Ryan Gant
Not Pictured: Rebekah Erskine, Rachel Robinson, Baylee Scott, Matthew Fredryk, Lindsey Thompson, Len Woods, Abigail Richards, Laura Crews, Yvonne Mestre

Stacey Andongo
Jacksonville, FL

Lindsay Hammond
Graceville, FL

Elizabeth Boss
Pensacola, FL

Shannon Harmon
Graceville, FL

Lance Bourne
Avon Park, FL

Michael Hilliard
Graceville, FL

Alexandria Carter
High Springs, FL

Micaiah Johnston
Williston, FL

Leah Fernandez
Graceville, FL

Kristina Jones
Trenton, FL

Kayla Gant
Graceville, FL

Kyle Kilpatrick
Lake Wales, FL

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2018!
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Angela Schneckloth
Cottondale, FL

Patricia Lally
Newberry, FL

James Spears
Graceville, FL

Austin Lay
Graceville, FL

Ariel Wade
Jacksonville, FL

John McCrillis
Interlachen, FL

Ryan West
Graceville, FL

Kindsey Norman
Raiford, FL

Roland Youmans
Cottondale, FL

Ronald Neal Potter 
Graceville, FL

Jared Buchanan
Sliver Springs, FL

Ryan Gant
Graceville, FL

Prof. Hannah Strickland signing the Articles of Faith.

Bradley Price
Graceville, FL

Dillion Rykard
Madison, FL

Not Pictured:
• Rebekah Erskine
• Rachel Robinson
• Baylee Scott
• Matthew Fredryk
• Lindsey 
Th ompson

Married Couple Ryan and Kayla Gant graduate 
together. 

Sisters Stacey Andongo and Ariel Wade 
graduate together.

Graduates walking in to Graduation.

• Len Woods
• Abigail Richards
• Laura Crews
• Yvonne Mestre
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For many students, the concluding weeks of each semester 
are stressful as fi nal projects, papers, presentations, and 
exams are due. At Th e Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville, students can rest assured that they have 
been appropriately equipped to complete all of their 
assignments, which is just one-step closer to reaching 
their educational goals. On Monday, November 26, 
Senior Honors Day was held to celebrate the academic 
achievements of the thirty-eight students who graduated 
on December 7.

Before meeting in the BCF Wellness Center for the 
traditional Honors Day luncheon, friends and family 
members of the graduates gathered in the R.G. Lee Chapel 
for a special worship and recognition service. Activities 
included an inspirational time of praise and worship led 
by the seniors, recognition of those who had earned high 
GPA honors, the presentation of the senior class project, 
and a challenging message delivered by BCF President 
Th omas A. Kinchen. "Th e honor that is meaningful for 
a child of God comes from the hand of God and is given 
back to God," stated Kinchen preaching from 1 Peter 5.

Th e fi nal award of the day was the Presidential Excellence 
in Preaching Award presented by Dr. and Mrs. Th omas 
A. Kinchen. Each semester, seniors work diligently on a 

message in the preaching class in hopes of being selected 
as the recipient of the preaching award and the chance 
to preach in the R. G. Lee Chapel before their peers and 
faculty. Commended for his undeniable gift of preaching 
the Word of God, graduating senior Kyle Kilpatrick was 
given the prestigious honor this semester.

During chapel the following day, Kilpatrick shared from 
Colossians 1:9-12, focusing on "the marks of a maturing 
Christian," which he described as being fruitful in every 
good work, increasing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened by God's power, and giving thanks to God 
in all things. Kilpatrick raised the standard for future 
student preaching competitors and did an outstanding job 
proclaiming what the Lord put on his heart. Kilpatrick 
has accepted a fulltime position as the youth pastor at the 
Church on the Hill in Dundee, Fla.

BCF HOLDS HONORS DAY & ANNOUNCES
STUDENT PREACHING AWARD

Student Preacher Kyle Kilpatrick preaching at the R. G. Lee Chapel.

Student Preacher Kyle Kilpatrick receiving Preaching Bible.

Student Preacher Kyle Kilpatrick receiving Excellence in Preaching 
Award.

Dr. Robin Jumper, Senior Honors students, and President � omas A. 
Kinchen.
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BCF WELCOMES THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

Th e Music and Worship Division of Th e Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville brought the Christmas 
season to a resounding start with the fi rst performance of 
their annual Christmas musical on Friday, November 16. 
"Christmas: Th en and Now" featured a collection of holiday 
favorites from years past, as well as some contemporary 
arrangements presented by choral ensembles, the guitar 
ensemble, soloist, hand bell choir, and the combined 
orchestra and choir of seventy-fi ve striking voices. As the 
audience was reminded of past Christmas traditions and 
music, gazing forward to consider how celebrations of the 
Nativity of Christ might infl uence future generations, 
the Music and Worship Division's musical performance 
provided the perfect reason for celebrating Christmas.

Following the musical performance, campus visitors were 
invited to continue ushering in the Christmas season by 
participating in the annual Holiday Heritage Festival 
taking place in the historic Heritage Village. Accompanied 
by the favorite sounds of Christmas throughout the village, 
skilled artisans demonstrated their time-honored crafts 
and had their trade items available for purchase. While 
strolling through the picturesque village, local elementary 
school students were greeted by BCF Teacher Education 
Division students dressed in time appropriate attire who 

explained the signifi cance of maintaining their heritage 
and understanding the historic value of the past.

Visitors were also encouraged to enjoy a time of fellowship 
with some warm apple cider and the mouth-watering 
menu of homemade chili, hot dogs, and chicken purleu 
prepared by the wives of BCF faculty and staff  members. 
In years past, all of the funds raised from the sale of 
the delicious food items were given directly to the BCF 
scholarship fund, making it possible for a large number 
of students to continue making progress towards degrees 
in the fi elds of leadership, psychology, education, music, 
business, and ministry. Th is year, however, an anonymous 
donor paid for all of the meals purchased, noting that the 
community has suff ered enough over the past few weeks 
with the storm. Th is kind and thoughtful gesture was 
just another way of sharing the love of Christ during the 
Christmas season with an entire community.

Local Artisans at the Holiday Heritage Festival.

BCF's Choir and Orchestra performing.
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Jokes and stories about preachers' kids are a staple item 
in almost any church. Usually these stories emphasize the 
mischievous behavior of preachers' kids in general and a few 
in particular. Contrary to some of these stories, Th e Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) believes that preachers' kids are a very 
unique and special group. Th ey represent homes where Christ 
is honored and proclaimed. Th ey also represent churches where 
they see their parent's serve as both church leaders and church 
members. Th is role has many blessings, but sometimes involves 
extra challenges and sacrifi ces for the preachers' kids.

Recently, BCF President Th omas A. Kinchen and Dr. Tommy 
Green, Executive Director of the Florida Baptist Convention, 
initiated a partnership to honor Florida Baptist ministers and 
the preachers' kids who come from their homes. Th e convention 
and the college joined in presenting a gift of $500 to each of the 
students who is a Florida Baptist preachers' kid and attends Th e 
Baptist College of Florida. Each gift comes as a deposit in the 
student's account to be used for tuition at the college.

According to Kinchen, "Dr. Green and I are committed to 
providing the very fi nest in Bible based, Christ centered higher 
education for all of our students. However, in this case, we want 
to say a special 'Th ank You' to our Florida Baptist ministers 
and their families. We hope that this will be a demonstration of 
our appreciation for their sacrifi ce and service." Kinchen noted 
further, "While this fi rst gift is a one-time occasion, we hope 
that we will be able to continue this type of action in the future. 
We hope that this type of expression will encourage students 
who are preachers' kids and their families."

Th e Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees of Th e 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) held a special called meeting 
on October 25, 2018. According to BCF President Th omas A. 
Kinchen, "Th e meeting was called so that we could discuss, vote 
on, and begin preparation for some exciting projects that needed 
to be in place before the Spring 2019 Academic Semester and 
before the next regular meeting of the Board." Kinchen noted 
that he had been praying over and working on the idea for two 
scholarships that would encourage students in their educational 
pursuits and promote the residential programs off ered on the 
Graceville campus.

Th e Executive Committee approved a "Scholars in Residence 
Program" which provides special incentives for students who 
pursue their program of study on the Graceville campus, 
maintain a designated grade point average, complete their 
program of study on schedule, and receive recommendations 
from the Academic Division in which they are studying. 
According to Kinchen, "Th is program will promote a high level 
of scholarship, involvement in campus life, and a consistent 
program of study." Th e "Scholars in Residence Program" is 
scheduled to begin in the Spring 2019 Academic Semester.

Trustees also approved a "Merit Scholarship Program." Th is 
program is designed to provide incentive for students to remain 
enrolled in their program of study on an uninterrupted basis 
while maintaining a designated grade point average. Th e 
program design calls for students to receive an increasing level 
of grants during their sophomore, junior, and senior years. Th is 
format focuses on increasing student retention while decreasing 
the "out of pocket" costs for students as they advance through 
their program of study. Kinchen noted, "We want to reward 
academic achievement and consistency in the pursuit of degree 
programs. We hope to see students graduate on time with a 
decreasing fi nancial burden." Th e "Merit Scholarship Program" 
should begin in the Fall 2019 Academic Semester..

PREACHERS' KIDS RECEIVE
UNEXPECTED GIFT AT BCF

BCF TRUSTEES APPROVE 
NEW SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAMS

President � omas A. Kinchen holding Preachers' Kid Award.

should begin in the Fall 2019 Academic Semester..should begin in the Fall 2019 Academic Semester..
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BREAKING NEWS!
ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2018

 THE COLLEGE DELEGATE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES 

AND SCHOOLS COMMISSION ON COLLEGES 
(SACSCOC) VOTED TO REAFFIRM THE 

ACCREDITATION OF THE BAPTIST COLLEGE OF 
FLORIDA FOR A PERIOD OF TEN YEARS WITH 

NO FOLLO-UP REPORTING REQUIRED! 
THIS IS THE HIGHST RATING THAT WE CAN 

RECEIVE FROM OUR REGIONAL ACCREDITOR, 
AND WE ARE TRULY GRATEUFUL.
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A collection of students, faculty, and staff  members from Th e 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville left November 
9 to represent the college and serve messengers at the annual 
Florida Baptist State Convention and Pastor's Conference 
held November 11-13 at Wayside Baptist Church in Miami, 
Fla.

Having experienced the unexpected with bouts of stormy 
weather, sunburns in November, detours in major cities, and 
two blowouts on the trailer, BCF representatives "Chose Joy" 
as their theme and represented the Lord, BCF, and Florida 
Baptists well. Representatives provided information at the 
BCF exhibit booth, reconnected with alumni and friends 
of the college, registered Florida Baptist messengers, parked 
cars and directed traffi  c, and supported the BCF College 
Choir and Orchestra as they led worship during one of the 
convention sessions. Convention staff , exhibitors, visitors, 
and messengers attending the convention were all greeted by 
the helpful and smiling faces of BCF students as they served 
in the registration area and directing traffi  c. According to the 
registration team, they registered more than 1000 individuals, 
many of which were BCF alumni or familiar faces that had 
preached in the R. G. Lee Chapel on campus.

On Tuesday afternoon, the BCF College Choir and Orchestra 
led the session with a praise and worship performance under 
the direction of BCF Music and Worship Division Chair 
William Davis, followed by the annual video and report to the 

convention presented by BCF President Th omas A. Kinchen. 
BCF students that were at the convention were proud and 
moved by their president as he addressed the messengers, 
and spoke of the recent devastation in our communities, 
acknowledging the fi rm commitment of support, prayer, and 
thankfulness to Florida Baptists for their assistance.

"Th is year the theme of the Annual Convention meeting was 
'Faithful,' " stated Kinchen. "At BCF, we are extremely grateful 
for the faithful support of our Lord and of Florida Baptists. 
As we complete the celebration of our 75th Anniversary, we 
anticipate that the greatest times in the life of this great school 
are ahead of us. Sharing with the messengers in Miami, I 
am reminded that we are part of a family much larger than 
ourselves that share in our commitment to 'Change the World 
Th rough the Unchanging Word.®' "

Additional BCF highlights from the convention included the 
election of several new members to the BCF Board of Trustees 
and the excitement of seeing so many graduates in leadership 
positions serving throughout the convention.

Th e convention was an uplifting and exciting time under the 
leadership of Executive Director-Treasurer Tommy Green 
off ering hope and continued support to the mission of Th e 
Baptist College of Florida of changing the world. BCF is 
a proud cooperating ministry of the Florida Baptist State 
Convention.

AT THE 2018 FLORIDA BAPTIST CONVENTION
Students and Sta�  serving at the Florida Baptist Convention.
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resigned from Faith 
Baptist Church in 

Madison Florida and has taken a new 
job as Youth Pastor at Corinth Baptist 
Church in Jasper, Florida. Bryan 
can be reached at phillips.bryan87@
gmail.com
Johnson, Leah (’18) was selected 
as the "Rookie Teacher of the Year" 
at Graceville High School (GHS) in 
Graceville, Florida. She stated that, 
the award is "confi rmation that the 
Lord is not only with [her], but He has 
[her] exactly where He wants [her]."
Sammons, Brittany ('17) and her 
husband, JonSeth, began fostering 
children and will soon be adopting 
a child. Th ey have been involved in 

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us 
at 800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.eduALUMNI UPDATES |

their local church in Bonifay, Florida 
with the goal to reach the people of 
Bonifay.
Sammons, JonSeth ('18) has been 
serving as the College Director of 
Grace Church. He has been working 
as a dental assistant in Bonifay, Florida 
to reach the people in Bonifay.
Ranalli, Casey ('17) has moved 
to Bronson, Florida and has been 
working as a substitue teacher at her 
local high school. She is active at First 
Baptist Church of Bronson and is 
volunteering with the youth group.
Ratli� , Courtney ('17) is currently 
attending Columbia International 
University and is pursuing a masters 
in Clincal Mental Health Counseling.

'10 Lay, Austin ('18) is currently 
serving as the youth pastor and 
contemporary worship leader at 
First Baptist Church of Bainbridge 
in Bainbridge, Georgia.

Condolences to the Families of:

Keisha Nelson, wife of Chris 
Nelson ('02). Keisha went home 
to be with the Lord on November 
25, 2018. Chris is the Student and 
Family Minister at First Baptist 
Church of Bonifay in Bonifay, 
Florida.
We will miss one of our brighest 
points of lights at BCF as Ms. 
Grace Glaze went home to be 
with the Lord.




