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Statement of Mission

The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training 
for Christian leaders through awarding certificates and 
associate, baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-
educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by 
introducing students to a wide range of knowledge; 
nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use 
information; and promote personal and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist students 
in learning and living the Christian life. In terms of 
professional growth, students are enabled to gain the 
credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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of the name of our beloved institution. 
And I knew that we were a college and 
not a seminary. Finally, I received one 
of the unwelcome admonitions in a 
multiagency meeting. At that point, 
I shared what had been in my heart 
for sometime by telling the group, 
“From this time forward, our College 
will never be defined by what we are 
not, but we will be defined by what 
we are as shown in what we do.” For 
almost three decades, that has been my 
mantra.

 One of the highlights of our 
75th Anniversary celebration has 
been the response to the scholarship 
fundraising campaign. We set a goal 
of $75,000 and gave folks the chance 
to participate. Once again, our Lord 
blessed abundantly, and His people 
displayed overwhelming generosity. 
At the Anniversary Banquet, we 
announced a total gift of over $138,000 
in the $75,000 campaign. At the time 
that I am writing this letter, we have 
received over $140,000. All of these 
funds will go directly to students who 
are experiencing particular economic 
needs.

 I could talk about our Lord’s 
blessings for this whole issue of Echoes. 
Please take the time to read the articles 
that are here. I am convinced that we 
have our greatest days as an institution 
ahead of us. Indeed, these are trying 
times in Christian higher education. 
Our God is Able. Our God is Faithful. 
Our God is Loving, Merciful and 
Gracious. Remembering all of this, 
your Baptist College of Florida is 
launching excitedly into the next 
epoch of our history.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Dear BCF Family,

 Sending the Fall 2018 Echoes 
to you is a profound pleasure for me. 
As I have reviewed the articles and 
pictures, I have been impressed and 
challenged by the commitment of 
the men and women who have served 
so faithfully for seventy-five years. 
Trustees, administrators, faculty, staff 
and students have all worked together 
in shaping and supporting this unique 
ministry of “Changing the World 
through the Unchanging Word.” 

 I am impressed by the changing 
look of the campus as it was moved 
from Lakeland to Graceville. During 
the last sixty-five years, we have seen 
the campus developed from open fields 
and pasture to a beautiful setting for 
study, reflection, and growth in service 
to our Lord. The R.G. Lee Chapel 
stands as a majestic reminder of our 
reason for being in business here. The 
campus now has a total of 340 acres 
in Graceville and Marianna. With the 
renovation of existing buildings and 
the construction of new ones as well 
as the purchase of additional land, the 
only constant over the last thirty years 
has been change. I often tell guests 
that if you stand in the same place 

for too long on our campus you risk 
being trimmed, remodeled or, at least, 
painted.

 The academic programs of the 
College are under ongoing review. The 
principles on which these programs are 
based are unchanging, but the delivery 
systems and applications are always 
being formed to meet the needs of the 
current and future generations. These 
top quality programs are delivered by 
a faculty that is as fine as one will find 
anywhere. They are called by God, well 
trained, and seasoned in service. I am 
continually amazed at how our Lord 
has brought together such a wonderful 
group in this place. I am honored to 
serve with them.

 In the early years of my service 
at The Baptist College of Florida, I 
would often hear folks tell me that I 
needed to remember what we were 
not. They would say something like, 
“Remember, you are not a seminary.” 
Or they might say, “Now you need 
to remember that this school is just 
Poor Old BBI.” These admonitions 
grated on the very core of my being. I 
assumed that they were being delivered 
by well-meaning folks. However, I also 
knew that “Poor Old” was not a part 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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FROM FBI TO BCF: OUR HISTORY
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) is a 

private, Level III institution (Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges), 
located in Graceville, Florida, 90 miles northwest 
of Tallahassee, 60 miles north of Panama City, and 
25 miles south of Dothan, Alabama. The Baptist 
College of Florida is a cooperating ministry of the 
Florida Baptist State Convention and operates under 
the authority of the convention appointed Board of 
Trustees. It is the only institution of higher learning 
supported by the Florida Baptist Convention.

BCF, founded by a group of pastors on September 
7, 1943, held its first classes in a Sunday school room 
at First Baptist Church of Lakeland, Florida. The 
educational institution, then named Florida Baptist 
Institute (FBI), was purposed to provide training 
for “God-called” men and women who needed 
seminary-type training, but lacked college degrees. 
At that time in Baptist life, seminary training was 
available primarily to students who had earned four-
year college degrees. While “special classes” for “the 
non-college graduate” were offered at New Orleans 

Baptist Theological Seminary, then known as Baptist 
Bible Institute, (Annual of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, 1946, p. 98), Florida ministers would 
have to relocate to take advantage of the course 
offerings. Therefore, individuals who felt “called” 
to the ministry and needed seminary training, 
particularly those of nontraditional college age 
who lacked a four-year college degree, had limited 
opportunities, particularly in Florida, to receive 
ministerial training of substantial scope and value 
resembling seminary education.

Some of the first students to enroll in FBI were 
WWII veterans and six Seminole Indians (Minutes 
of Board of Trustees, 1945, October 24). One of 
the Seminole Indians was Billie Osceola, a “great-
grandson of Chief Osceola of Seminole War fame” 
(Richards,1993, p. 30).

Because the college maintained an “open 
enrollment” policy and both Baptists and non-
Baptists could attend, the institution grew. Two 
years after beginning classes in some of the Sunday 
School rooms at First Baptist Church, Lakeland, the 
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college acquired seven acres to develop as a campus 
(Bennett, 1973, p. 95). A total of twelve buildings, 
ten of them surplus military property purchased 
from a Drane Field, a U. S. Army Corps facility seven 
miles southeast of Lakeland were moved to the new 
campus (Bennett, p. 129).

With the increase in government support of 
the GED and the emphasis on adult education 
proliferating across the country (Cohen & Brawer, 
1996; Deegan & Tillery, 1985), FBI needed to refocus 
its attention on ministerial training. Rev. William 
Smith, who became Dean of FBI on March 7, 1947, 
helped the institute move closer to becoming a 
college. Smith helped the institution redirect its efforts 
toward a Bible focused curriculum (Walker, 1959, p. 
3). “The change to a college-oriented program took 
two years to effect, but he [Smith] tapped the feeling 
of the trustees and others that the institute had to 
be brought back to a Bible-centered curriculum” 
(Richards, p. 44). A “Doctrinal Statement,” titled 
“Abstract of Principles,” was adopted for the institute 
and first appeared in the FBI Catalog, 1948-1949. 

The statement pointed to the refocused position of 
the school—to be church-related and to function 
along theological guidelines (Richards, pp. 44-45). 
The current catalog carries a revision of the original 
statement. In 1947, the name of the institution was 
changed to “Baptist Bible Institute of Florida.” The 
new name was chosen to better represent the nature 
and mission of the institution. Two years later, the 
trustees changed the name to “Baptist Bible Institute” 
(BBI) (Richards, p. 13).

The next few years were difficult ones for BBI. 
Finances were tight, as they often had been, and 
two of the founding leaders of the Institute left the 
state to accept other positions. Some influential 
people in the state wanted to close the school and 
others wanted to move the school to the tri-state 
area (Alabama, Florida, Georgia) of northwest 
Florida. Under the leadership of President Arthur 
Stainback (1952-1957), BBI moved to Graceville, 
Florida. The new campus of 160 acres was secured 
for $15,000 (Richards, pp. 49-56). During the 
next several years, BBI developed and expanded its 
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academic program as well as its facilities, faculty and 
staff. Three-year diploma programs were offered and 
included emphases in theology, music, and Christian 
education.

As recorded in the Minutes of the Board of 
Trustees, April 7, 1975, Dr. James Southerland, 
president from 1957 to 1977, addressed the faculty 
about moving to a degree-based curriculum. His 
paper, “A Case for a Degree Program at Baptist Bible 
Institute,” was received favorably by the faculty. 
Degree programs were begun in 1976 by adding a 
fourth year of study to the existing three-year diploma 
programs. In 1981, the Commission on Colleges of 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
accredited the degree programs.

Associate degree programs were added in 1988. 
Diploma programs declined in popularity and were 

phased out of the curriculum a few years later. Also in 
1988, the name of the institution, BBI, was changed 
to “Florida Baptist Theological College.”

Curriculum and facilities expanded during 
the 1990s under President Thomas A. Kinchen. 
Additional student housing and an assembly center 
were added as well as new degree programs in 
elementary education, Christian counseling, and 
leadership. Initially the education degree was offered 
in combination with Christian education. Later, 
elementary education was offered as a separate, 
single-focused degree. In 2000, to reflect the 
broadening scope of the college, but still focused on 
theologically-based Christian higher education, the 
name of the college was changed to “The Baptist 
College of Florida.” Additional degrees have been 
added to include business leadership, English, 

The top picture shows the Baptist Bible Institute (BBI) in the 
1960s before additional construction began on campus. 
That name changed to Florida Baptist Theological College 
(FBTC) in 1988. In 2000, the name was changed to The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF).

FROM DREAM TO REALITY
"TELLING THE STORY OF JESUS..."
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history and social studies, secondary education, 
missions with a concentration in aviation, and 
two graduate degrees (Master of Arts in Christian 
Studies and Master of Arts in Music and Worship 
Leadership). Under Kinchen’s visionary leadership, 
BCF continues to grow, adding innovative programs, 
athletics, and enhanced facilities.

REFERENCE:
Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention.(1946). Nashville, TN: 

Convention Press.

Bennett, H. D., Jr. (1973). The foundation of Baptist Bible Institute: 
A study of the background and early history of the school. 
Unpublished master’s thesis. Florida State University, Tallahassee.

Cohen, A. M., & Brawer, F. B. (1996). The American community 
college. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Deegan, W. L., & Tillery, D. (Eds.). (1985). Renewing the American 
community college: Priorities and strategies for effective leadership. 
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Minutes of the Board of Trustees. (1945, October 24). The Baptist 
College of Florida, Graceville.

Richards, W. W. (1993). Telling the story of Jesus: The golden 
anniversary of Florida Baptist Theological College, 1943-1993. 
Graceville, FL: Hargrave Press.

Walker, N. K. (1959). History of Baptist Bible Institute. Unpublished 
manuscript. Graceville, FL.

These three aerial views show the BCF campus through 
the years. The top picture was taken from an airplane in the 
1960's while the pictures underneath and to the right were 
taken in August 2018.



|  ECHOES8   

Maturity No 
Starting a new career and an 

entirely different lire is difficult 
at any age. For J. B. Gardner, 
who was nearing 50 and had been 
an iron worker in construction 
work most of his life, the idea 
was staggering. 

Suddenly, while sitting in 
church one Sunday morning, he 
had an overwhelming compul
sion to go back to school and to 
become a pastor. Having been 
converted some years ago, he 
was already a religious man and 
had served in various positions 
in small Baptist missions in the 
Miami area. But becoming a 
pastor meant he must have more 
training. 

Where could a man of his age 
with only a high school educa
tion go? 

Luckily for him and others 
like him Florida has the Baptist 
Bible Institute. It was founded 
to provide religious 'training to 
those mature in years or who, 
for one reason or another, are 
unable to complete a regular 
seven-year course. 

V V v 
FIRST ESTABLISHED in 

Lakeland in 1943, the institute 
was moved in 1953 to Graceville, 
a small north Florida town five 
miles south of the state line and 
22 miles south of Dothan, Ala. 
The Florida Baptist State Con
vention accepted the school in 
1957 and now underwrites most 
of its expenses. 

The institute has a large cam
pus of 145 acres, which includes 
an eight-acre, fresh water lake 
and a farm. There are seven 
principal buildings, inclu:Jing a 
handsome chapel. Two new 
structures, administration and 
classroom buildings are now un
der construction and are expect
ed to be completed this year. 

Dr. James E. Southerland, ge
nial president of the school, 
heads a faculty of 14, each of 
whom holds several degrees and 
half of whom have their doc
torates. At present, 232 students 
are enrolled. 

When J. B. Gardner deeded 
to attend the institute, he al
ready had heard about its pro
gram through his own church 
and long acquaintance with Dr. 
Southerland, who comes from 
the same home town - Wau
chula. He knew that the school 
offers a three-year course, re
quiring 100 semester hours, and 
prepares its students for full
time work in either preaching, 
religious education, or music ad
ministration. 

Although the institute has a 

very nominal tuition and other 
costs in comparison to similar 
schools (tuition, fees, room, 
board, books and supplies cost 
less than $800 a year), Gardner 
had to be able to provide for 
himself and his wife, Elizabeth, 
during the three years. He de
cided to sell his home in Mi
ami. 

"Seems as though the Lord 
was on our side," he relates, in 
recounting his experience. "Al
though our home was a frame 
structure and the market was 
for concrete block, our house 
was sold right away." 

Then, after the G a r d n e r  s 
moved to Graceville, his wife 
assisted in the library; and, 
when a vacancy occurred, be
came acting librarian. "Even 
my eyesight has improved," he 
continued. "When I first came 
here, I couldn't see beyond an 
arm's length, but now I can see 
well." 

After three years, J. B. will 
be graduated in May. Like most 
of the students, he has a pas
torate, having served at Hick
ory Hill Baptist Church in West
ville while attending school. 
Even though he maintains that 
he has had to study hard, spend
ing two hours of study for ev
ery hour of the 17 he has in 
class, he has an inner content
ment that he has never had be
fore. 

V v v 
EACH OF THE institute's stu

dents probably could tell a sim
ilar story of why he is attend
ing the school. For most, it en
tails much sacrifice and self
discipline. In order to attend, 
many have to hold down jobs or 
be assisted by their wives who 
take jobs to help out. Then, in 
addition, most have regular 
pastorates which they serve 
Sunday and, in many instances, 
must travel a distance to reach. 

Recognizing the special prob
lems of its student body, the 
Baptist Bible Institute tries to 
build its program around the 
students' needs. Special $200 
work scholarships are provided 
for work in the school offices, 
classrooms, chapel, library, 
dining room, and campus main
tenance. Student labor is used 
in constructing the new build
ings and in looking after the 
prize bogs and Santa Gertrudis 
and Hereford cattle. 

The school also arranges its 
curriculum so that most classes 
are held during the morning 
hours, leaving the afternoons 
free for outside work. In defer
ence to working pastors, Monday 
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Largo, Florida 
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Thursday Night 7:30 p,m. Evangelistic Service 7:00 p.m 
Roy W. Carroll, Pastor 525-3370 Wednesday _Prayer Mtg. 7:30 p.m 

Kenneth Squires, Pastor Ph. 342-2091 
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Handicap At Institute 

Baptist Bible Institute At Graceville 
An aerial view of Baptist Bible Justitute's 145-acre campus shows the seven main buildings and the eight-a.ere fresh water lake. Not shown are two buildings now under construction. 

classes are postponed until the 
afternoon. 

Low-cost housing is available 
at the men's dormitory and also 
aparhnents for families. At 
present the institute bas a 12-
apartment unit, with rentals 
starting at $32.50 a. month. It 
also has several on-campus and 
off-campus houses for rent. 
Dormitory rooms, double occu
pancy, are $54 each semester. 
Future plans call for a wom
en's donnitory and more apart
ment buildings. 

Wives of students are allowed 
to attend classes without pay
ing tuition, although they pay 
all other fees. To free wives for 
work or classes, a well-staffed 
nursery and playground are 
maintained. 

Conscious of the importance 
of its spiritual climate, Bap
tist Institute has a 30-minute 
chapel four days a week. It also 
has a week of spiritual emphas
is, an annual rural church con
ference and musical programs. 

v v v 
THE SCHOOL is especially 

proud of its music department 
and the special programs of the 
choir directed by Prof. J. Lynn 
Bartlow, who has three de
grees in music and 14 years as 
a minister of music. Although 
many of the students cannot 
even read music when they join 
the choir, the professor soon has 
them reading and performing 
the most intricate cantatas. Be
ing paralyzed from the hips 
down by polio when young has 
not daunted the teacher's zest 

ST. ANDREW 
Russ. Serb. Gr. 

Orth. Church 
4668 - 15 Ave. So. 

Phone 347-5490 
Father Nichols Kas-hnikov 

Evening Vespers Sat. 6:00 P.M. 
High Mass Sunday 10:00 A.M. 

Worship Services 

t 
GOSPEL TABERNACLE 

70 I-4th St. So. 

9:30 A.M. 

REV. CROSS 
Sunday School 

10:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 

7:30 P.M. 
Evangelistic Service 

St. Petersburg Times 

to bring out the best in each 
student. 

Another of the school's out
standing features is its library. 
Located at present in the main 
classroom building, the library 
has grown from 5,000 to more 
than 12,000 volumes and utilizes 
the Dewey Decimal Library 
System. Future plans call for a 
larger library plant. 

V V V 
SINCE LOCATING in Grace

ville, the institute has become 
an integral part of the commu
nity. Townspeople have whole
heartedly accepted the students 
and their wives into their civic 
affairs and organizations. Al
though it has a population of 
only about 2,000, Graceville is 
a thriving trade center for the 
rich farms in and about it. Its 
principal industries are Gold 
Kist Peanut Growers, the larg
est peanut processing firm in 
the nation, Rex Lumber Com
pany, producers of hard-wood 
floors and panel woods and Dad
dy Buck's Syrup Company. 

Because Baptist Institute is 
small, it is a friendly school and 
the faculty and students come 
to know each other well. When 
some student is having a par
ticularly difficult time - an ill
ness or financial reverse - both 
students and faculty pitch in to 
help. 

"Not that we encourage de
pendence on others," Dr. South
erland explains. "But, if the 
person is worthy and his need 
great, we all try to help. We 
have an emergency fund that 

we sometimes use for such as
sistance." 

v v V 
The president, who holds de

grees from Stetson University, 
Southern Seminary and New Or
leans Seminary, came to Bap
tist Bible Institute in Decem
ber 1957 after serving as pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Oxford, Mississippi. He is ada
mant about the need for Bible 
institutes. "They fill a gap in 
our theological education pro
gram," be maintains. 

Since most seminaries require 
their students to be college 
g r  a d u a t e s, Dr. Souther
land feels that without Bible in
stitutes, many would-be pastors 
and church staff personnel 
would have no place to go. 

"We take students on their 
own level and give them an edu
cation that just about parallels 
the three-year course of semi
naries except that we do not 
have as many electives and do 
not offer Hebrew or Greek," he 
explains. 

That Baptist Bible Institute is 
doing an outstanding job is evi
denced in the church communi
ties being helped throughout the
tri-state area of Florida, Ala
bama and Georgia. Students 
from 14 other states and one 
foreign country also have sought 
out the institute for their train
ing this year. 

Each year there are more de
mands for graduates to serve 
as pastors and ministers of mu
sic than the institute can 
ply. Baptist Bible Institute is 
doing its utmost to improve the 
quality of church workers going 
out to serve. 

LEALMAN CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 55th Ave. & 35th Way No. - Rev. Virgil H few, Pastor Preaching 11 am 7:30 pm, Sun. school 10 am, N.Y.P.S. 6:45 pm, Wed. 7:30 pm 

Hec1r "Frank 

DAWN BIBLE STUDENTS 
Craft Village 2710 4th Street North Sur.day Services: 10:00 A.M. & 11:15 A.M. 

& Earnest" every Sun. 9·30 A.M. Radio Sta. WFLA 

PINE CREST BAPTIST CHURCH 
FUNDAMENTAL INDEPENDENT 

38th St. at 3rd Ave. North - Phone 825-8462 

SERVICES ON SUNDAY 
11 :00 A.M. Rev. Clarence Burger 

7:00 P.M. Musical Program 
Sunday School Classes for all ages 9:45 a.m. 

Training Unions 6 P.M. 

W.?dnesday 7:30 p.m. Prayer Service & Choir Practice 

AIR CONDITIONED • SUPERVISED NURSERY 

News of Religion Saturday, Moy 23, 1964 3 

The news article below is from page 3 of the St. Petersburg Times News of Religion dated 
Saturday, May 23, 1964. The cover page, to the left, features the caption, "Baptist Bible Institute 
of Graceville offers seminary training for those who get the call to the ministry late in life, and 
those who can't afford the traditional theological school." Since 1964, our mission to train men 
and women to change the world has remained rock solid.

• First Established - 1943
• Moved to Graceville - 1953
• "Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®"- 2018

Upcoming Events...
Prayer Conference   October 8-10, 2018
  Dr. Jerry Oswalt | BCF Vice President of Academic Affairs Emeritus
Missions Conference   October 22-24, 2018
  Dr. Tommy Green | Executive Director-Treasurer, Florida Baptist Convention

  
Dr. Billy Young | Next Generation Ministries - Lead Catalyst, Florida Baptist Convention
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My first visit to FBTC as a part of the exploration of career change came on a hot, dusty summer afternoon 
when seemingly everyone was in the process of moving farm equipment. Peering through the dust, I had to ask, 
“What am I thinking?” Did I really want to leave the West Virginia mountains with their beautiful streams and 
cool breezes? I came to realize very quickly that it was not about mountains and breezes or dust and heat. The 
overriding force for my decision was people and their need to have someone trained to tell them about Jesus Christ. 
Where could I do that best while having the greatest impact?

As I contemplated accepting the offer to become the President of the Florida Baptist Theological College, I 
had some areas of reassurance and one area of fear. The ideas of supervising faculty and staff, designing programs 
for students, building buildings, envisioning new pursuits, and working with trustees were all areas in which I 
had worked and in which I was very comfortable. My one great fear was the prospect of fundraising! The fear 
of fundraising can be a terminal disease for a Baptist college president. I found the idea of asking folks to give 
their money for my visions was daunting. I am delighted to report that I was totally cured from that fear by the 
realization that I am not asking folks for their money for my visions. Rather, I am asking folks to turn loose of 
God’s money to build His kingdom. The rest has been history.

Early in my presidency, I found the recurring theme of defining the College by what it was not. Most often, I 
heard statements like, “You must remember that you are not Stetson.” I was convinced that I understood what they 
meant, but I was offended anyway. I knew what we were not, and I was growing to realize what we were and could 
become. Therefore, I developed the position statement by which I still operate, “As long as I have the privilege of 
being its President, this College will never be defined by what it is not. Rather it will be defined as ‘The College of 
Choice for those individuals who are serious about surrendering themselves totally to the service of our Master.’”

Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen
1990-Present

Dr. J. E. 
Southerland
1957-1977

J. P. DuBose
1977-1990

L. M. Gambrell
1946-1952

G. H. Gay (interim)
Aug. 1, 1957-Dec. 1, 
1957

A. H. Stainback
1952-1957

T. S. Boehm 
(Acting)
1943-1945, 1946

J. C. Owen
1945-1946

THOUGHTS   
ABOUT THE 

JOURNEY...
PRESIDENT

KINCHEN

PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP
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SOME MOMENTS FROM THEN TO NOW
• March 9, 1990 Florida Baptist Theological College 

(FBTC) Trustees elect Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen to 
succeed Dr. Joseph P. DuBose as President.

• June 1, 1990 Kinchen assumes Presidency.
• October 8, 1990 construction on Smith Hall, a 

male dormatory is completed.
• October 20, 1990 Kinchen inaugurated as FBTC's 

sixth President.
• Summer 1991 construction begins on Ezell Street 

townhouse; blueprints are made for the expansion 
of the Ida J. McMillian library.

• Spring 1994 the ECHOES gets its first color cover 
featuring the new stained glass windows donated to 
the R.G. Lee Chapel.

• Summer 1994 sees the Dedication of Daniel Plaza, 
the gazebo in the center of the campus.

• Fall 1995 groundbreaking ceremonies are held for 
Heritage Village.

• Fall 1996 ground is broken on the Student Life 
Assembly Center.

• Fall 1997 FBTC is inducted into the National 
Association of Schools of Music.

• Fall 1999 FBTC adds online classes.
• Fall 2000 a vote by the Florida Baptist Convention 

State Board of Missions officially changes the school's 
name to "The Baptist College of Florida" (BCF).

• Spring 2001 interior renovations on R.G. Lee 
Chapel are completed.

• Spring 2003 BCF's radio station, WFBU, is 
announced and broadcasts begin; construction 
begins on the Shepherds' Cottages.

• Summer 2004 extensive renovation to the exterior 
of R.G. Lee Chapel commence; demolition plans 
made for Ray Hall.

• Spring 2006 R.G. Lee Chapel renovations are 
completed; BCF announces partnership with 
LINC-UP Ministries, allowing Leadership 
Certificates to be earned by students in Cururupu, 
Brazil.

• Spring 2007 construction begins on new 
administration building.

• Winter 2007 construction begins on the prayer 
chapel.

• Fall 2010 construction begins on the Mills Center 
for Missions & Evangelism; BCF First Lady Ruth 
Ann Kinchen is honored with the Clyde Maguire 
Minister's Wife Award at the Florida Baptist 
Convention.

• Fall 2016 Dedication of the Deese Center.
• Spring 2018 Dedication of the Kinchen Center.
• Fall 2018 75th Anniversary Celebration.
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The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville has been successful in training and 
equipping students for the task of “Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word®” for a 
total of 75 years. In celebration of the recent 75th 
Anniversary of the institution, students, staff, and 
faculty spent the past week reflecting on the rich 
history of the school and the positive changes that 
have occurred over the years. Despite the revisions 
in name, buildings, degrees, leadership, and so much 
more, the heart and soul of BCF has remained solid 
and the desire to “Tell the Story of Jesus” is stronger 
than ever.

On Thursday, September 13, the BCF Board 
of Trustees joined the faculty and staff for a 75th 
Anniversary Dinner in the Deese Center located 
on campus. After a time of fellowship and light 
appetizers, BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen took 
the podium as those gathered quickly found their 
seats. “The future looks even brighter than the past,” 
stated Kinchen. “After 75 years, we are still telling the 

story of Jesus. The school has gone through several 
different levels and looks, yet the purpose has not 
changed. Practices may have changed, but principles 
have not.” Following a brief welcome and heart felt 
prayer by Kinchen; the guests enjoyed a delicious 
dinner and celebrated with their fellow BCF family 
members. 

In addition to celebrating the amazing blessings 
of the past seventy-five years and sharing historical 
events around the dinner table, there was also a 
special time of recognition for five retiring trustees 
who have been crucial to the success of the college. 
Chris Coram, Bill Flannigan, Dianne Lovett, Charles 
Warren, and Tim Williams were all presented with 
plaques for their faithful service.

The formal evening included moving tributes and 
remarks made by the Executive Director-Treasurer of 
the Florida Baptist Convention Tommy Green and 
BCF Trustee Chair Tim Maynard. After sharing his 
heart and continued vision, Kinchen was presented 

BCF CELEBRATES 75 YEARS!
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with a commemorative copy of the 75th Anniversary 
(Diamond) edition of BCF’s History, “Still Telling 
the Story of Jesus,” by author and The John Sullivan 
Chair of Baptist History and Curator for the Florida 
Baptist Archives Roger Richards.   

One of the highlights of the anniversary 
celebration was the establishment of the 75th 
Anniversary Scholarship fund.  A target amount of 
$75,000.00 was set to represent the lifespan of the 
college thus far. At the celebration, Kinchen noted 
that there was bad news and good news.  The bad 
news was “we didn’t hit the $75,000.00 mark.”  The 
good news was “we blew past the goal and have raised 
$138,210.00 at this time.”  

Anniversary festivities continued thru chapel 
on Monday, September 17. During an exciting 
patriotic Praise and Worship Service held in honor 
of Constitution Day, the amount for the 75th 
Anniversary Scholarship fund was unveiled for BCF 
students, emphasizing that the scholarship would be 

Dr. Roger Richards presents President Thomas A. Kinchen with Still 
Telling the Story of Jesus: The Diamond Anniversary of The Baptist 
College of Florida. This work serves as a continuation of a previous 
work written by Richards' father, Dr. W. Wiley Richards, during 
BCF's 50th Anniversary.

used exclusively to train the next greatest generation 
of Christian leaders. Immediately following chapel, 
Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann met with  faculty, 
staff, students, alumni, and friends of the college for 
the official cake-cutting celebration at the gazebo.

During the lifespan of The Baptist College of 
Florida, students have been prepared to boldly fulfill 
the role that the Lord has called them, whether in 
Graceville, throughout the state of Florida, all over 
the United States, and overseas. From 1943 to 2018, 
BCF has faithfully crossed the t’s, dotted the i’s, and 
taught the best of the best! Anticipation is high as to 
what the Lord has in store for the next 75 years!
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$138, 210.00 RAISED
DURING 75th ANNIVERSARY SCHOLARSHIP INITIATIVE

Prior to the 75th Anniversary Celebration, BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen sent a letter to alumni and dear 
friends of the college requesting support for a special 75th Anniversary Scholarship just for students. He stated, “If it is 
a birthday, somebody ought to get a present. Faculty and staff should not receive the gift; the students ought to get it. 
We need to raise it all and give it all so that folks can obtain the training that they need.” Kinchen eagerly set the goal 
of reaching $75,000.00, confident that the Lord would provide. The Baptist College of Florida is thrilled to announce 
that the total funds raised far exceeds the amount that was prayed for. When the scholarship amount was unveiled to 
students, $138,210.00 had been contributed. Since then, the total has grown to nearly $140,000.00 and additional 
funds are being added each day. Kinchen has faith that the Lord will provide double the amount of the original goal.
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Kennicott, Nicholas ('08) has been the pastor 
of Redeemer Baptist Church since 2007. In 
2013, they founded the Institute of Pastoral and 
Theological Training in Nigeria. Kennicott is 
currently a PhD student at Faulkner University 
studying humanities. He and his wife, Felicia, 
can be reached at 536 Dresler Road, Rincon, 
GA; ph: 912-655-0421; email: nickpastor@
gmail.com

Wright, Emily ('09) is the Administrative 
Assistant to the Senior Pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Leesburg, Florida. She can be 
reached at 352-217-0906; email: emilywright@
fbcleesburg.org

Kirby, Gerald ('12) finished 
writing his first book entitled, 
“The Accountable Christian”. 

The release date for his book is September 2018. 
Gerald can be reached at 305 Greve Road, 
Pensacola, FL; ph: 229-202-0621; email: pastor.
gkirby@gmail.com 

Lain, JJ ('13) accepted the position of Content 
Strategist and Development Assistant at 
Missionary Flights International in Fort Pierce, 
FL. He continues to be a bivocational pastor 
serving at Driftwood Church at the Beach. He 
and his wife, Ashley ('14), can be reached at 
2505 Tamarind Drive Apt C, Fort Pierce, FL 
34949; Instagram: @jj_lain or @_ashleylain_; 
email: saltymissions@gmail.com

Condolences to the Families of:

Nancy Rogers, wife of Denny Rogers, went to 
be with the Lord in August of this year. She and 
Denny would have been married 54 years in 
October. 

Shoffner, Frederick graduated from The Baptist 
College of Florida in the 70’s. January 2018, he 
went to be with the Lord.

Butler, Ric ('80) will no longer 
be at Eden Fellowship Church 
as of August 5, 2018. He will 

now be available for supply, Interim, revivals, and 
some pastoral work. Ric and his wife, Alice, can 
be contacted at 21739 Hubert Road, Opp, AL; 
email: drric1104@aol.com 

Aaron, Lee Devon ('80) retired from almost 
fourteen years of music ministry on April 
1, 2018. Aaron and his wife Peggy can be 
reached at 340 Beaverdam Road, Aiken, SC; 
ph: 803-745-1464; email: daaron@bellsouth.net

Rogers, Denny Ray ('82) has served in six 
Southern Baptist churches as well as supplied 
in Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. 
Rogers can be reached at 3171 County Road 515, 
Verbena, AL

Boudria, Bruce ('84) and his wife Charlotte 
are serving God through lay ministry. They 
can be reached at 3305 Hambletonian 
Drive, Florissant, MO; ph: 314-560-7382; 
email: bruceboudria@att.net

Bedsole, Timothy ('86) retired from the U.S. 
Army Chaplaincy in September of this year. 
Timothy resides in the Slocomb, AL community. 
He can be reached at timkb57@hotmail.com

Longo, Keith ('91) and his wife 
JoAnne are currently serving 
at First Baptist Church of 

Soldotna, AK. They can be reached at 129 W Little 
Ave, Soldotna, AK; ph: 913-909-0440; email: 
keith.e.longo@gmail.com

Chambers, Mark ('93) and his wife Alana have 
been on staff with Z88.3 Radio—Christian Radio 
for 17 and 16 years. Mark is the chief engineer and 
Alana is part of the air staff and serves as ministry 
coordinator. Mark and Alana can be reached at 
541 Bison Circle, Apopka, FL; ph: 407-782-1246; 
email: mark.chambers@zradio.org 

Small, Scott ('98) and his wife Velda can be 
reached at 6841 Ferris Hill Street, Milton, FL; ph: 
850-712-5893; email: sdsmall58@yahoo.com

to update your alumni information or to have a packet of 
promotional information sent to you, please contact us 
at 800.328.2660 ext. 513 or alumni@baptistcollege.eduALUMNI UPDATES |

Wells, Trey ('00) and his wife, 
Laura, can be reached at 16615 
Buffalo Road, Wendell, NC; ph: 

919-906-3086; email: plantertrey@gmail.com

Adams, Brant ('03) has been blessed with a family 
of five children. He serves in assisting small groups 
at his church. Brant and his wife, Crystal, can be 
reached at 308 E Emma Street, Tampa, FL; ph: 
813-526-2808; email: brant.adams@gmail.com

Robinson, Jeff ('03) graduated with a BA in 
Theology from The Baptist College of Florida 
in 2003. Jeff serves as the Lead Pastor of Grace 
Fellowship Church, West Palm Beach, FL. He and 
his wife, Jenn, recently celebrated the birth of their 
second son. Jeff can be reached at jeff_robinson@
gogracefellowship.org 

Robinson, Josh ('06) graduated with a BA in 
Christian Education from The Baptist College of 
Florida in 2006. Josh serves as the Pastor of Chets 
Creek Church North Campus in Jacksonville, 
Florida. He and his wife, Cassidy, have three 
children: Micah (5), Hannah (4), and Chloe (7 
months). Josh can be reached at josh@chetscreek.
com

Flowers, Tim ('07) graduated with a BA in 
Theology from The Baptist College of Florida in 
2007. Tim serves as the Executive Pastor of Grace 
Fellowship Church, West Palm Beach, FL. Tim and 
his wife, Emily, can be reached at tim_flowers@
gogracefellowship.org

Frazier, April ('07) can be reached at 1109 E 
Whirl Away Circle, Inverness, FL; ph: 352-345-
1417; email: aafrazier1982@yahoo.com

Russo, John ('07) graduated with a BA in Ministry 
from The Baptist College of Florida in 2007. John 
has been serving as senior pastor at First Baptist 
Church Fort Sumner, NM for the past five years, 
but will begin pastoring in Tucson, AZ at Sabino 
Road Baptist Church August 12, 2018. He and his 
wife are expecting their third child in November. 
John can be reached at preacherman2122@gmail.
com 
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