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Statement of Mission
The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide 
for, operate and control a program of education 
and training for Christian leaders through awarding 
certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop 
those qualities in students that contribute to effective 
ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek 
to foster a desire for knowledge; develop cultural 
awareness by introducing students to a wide range of 
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal 
and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for 
ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body 
of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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Dear Friends,
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
The Christmas season is always a time 
of reflection. Of course, we pause to 
reflect on that greatest gift when the 
Word became flesh as the Baby of 
Bethlehem. From such apparently 
humble beginnings, history was 
redefined; and God revealed Himself 
so brilliantly. 
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE!  
When we reflect on events that 
have occurred far more recently, 
we celebrate the fact that, in 1943, 
faithful Christians in central Florida 
founded the Florida Baptist Institute. 
During the upcoming year, we will 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of that 
great event.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
On Friday, December 8, 2017, we 
conducted our Fall Graduation 
Exercises and sent out an outstanding 
group of well-trained Christian 
leaders. At that event, we had the 
honor of awarding the degree of 
Doctor of Christian Letters to Fran 
Carlton. Fran is a longtime friend and 
supporter of the College as well as a 
member of our Board of Trustees.
       During this year, The Baptist College 
of Florida has been recognized as one 
of the Safest and Most Affordable 
colleges in Florida and the nation.

THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
One of our recent graduates was just 
recognized as Rookie Teacher of the 
Year at one of our area schools.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
We have announced a Presidential 
Discount in our Dual-Enrolled 
Program for high school juniors 
and seniors in private schools and 
homeschool groups. We have had 
an outstanding response to this new 
initiative.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
We are nearing completion of the 
construction of the new Teacher 
Education Center on the campus in 
Graceville. The official name is The 
Kinchen Center, but everyone on 
campus knows that I haven’t gotten 
totally comfortable saying that.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
We have recently hired a new Public 
Services Librarian, and we are in the 
process of hiring a new Assistant 
Professor of English. We welcome 
these fine young folks to the BCF 
family.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
Florida Baptists have prayed for 
and financially supported BCF in a 
tremendous way during 2017, and for 
that we are very grateful.

THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
Our Blue Springs Campus hosted 
over 1,500 guests this year. More 
importantly, over 200 decisions for 
Christ were recorded among our 
guests.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
We have completed another year of 
faithful stewardship of the resources 
that our Lord has put in our trust. We 
received the highest possible rating 
on our annual audit and completed 
another year of operating “in the 
black.”
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
We are thankful to our Lord for that 
which has been accomplished, and 
we anticipate with great eagerness 
that which lies ahead.
THIS IS A TIME TO CELEBRATE! 
We celebrate the great honor of being 
a member of the Family of Florida 
Baptists and pledge to our Lord and 
you our very best efforts in “Changing 
the World through the Unchanging 
Word. ®”

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President

Mrs. Ruth Ann and Dr. Kinchen

A Letter From Our President
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       The Music and Worship Division of The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville received 
standing ovations after the three performances of the 
annual Christmas musical.  “The Light Still Shines” 
was a collection of beautiful, heartwarming Christmas 
arrangements and exquisite narration presented by the 
BCF College Choir, Male Chorale, Women’s Ensemble, 
Guitar Ensemble and Orchestra. Highlighting the 
miraculous Christmas story and true meaning of 
Christmas through music, the smooth sounds and tight 
harmonies of the Music and Worship Division presented 
the perfect beginning to the Christmas season.
    Following the musical performance on Friday, 
November 17, guests gathered in Heritage Village for 
the annual Holiday Heritage Festival. The sidewalks and 
historic buildings were filled with treasures as artisans 
came to display their handiwork and creative skills 
while enjoying the sweet aroma of sugar cane brewing; 
providing the perfect ambience. The talented Plath 
Family performed musical selections throughout the 
afternoon and BCF students in the Teacher Education 
Division were dressed in age appropriate attire greeting 

elementary school students explaining the significance of 
maintaining their heritage, understanding the historic value 
of yesteryears, and lessons learned from the past. The event 
was complete with delicious homemade chili, chicken perlu, 
hotdogs, and goodies baked by the faculty and staff wives 
raising over $1600 for the scholarship fund. 

It's Christmas
BCF College Choir and Orchestra

BCF Women's Ensemble

BCF Choir and Orchestra
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Holiday Hertiage
Festival

The Plath Family

BCF Education Majors Share with Elementary Students   

Sugar Cane Grinding

Guests Enjoy the Nostalgic Atmosphere
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Fall 2017 Graduation

    In spite of the inclement weather, December 8, was an 
exciting day for graduating seniors at The Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville. They joined their family, 
friends, faculty, and staff in the BCF Wellness Center to 
celebrate years of hard work and intense study fulfilling all 
of the requirements for their college degree. 
   The forty-six graduating seniors preceded down the 
center aisle with great excitement as the BCF College 
Winds played “Pomp and Circumstance” under the 
direction of Professor Ron Branning. Following the 
traditional processional, BCF Trustee Dianne Lovett 
humbly articulated the invocation asking the Lord’s 
blessings on the occasion and everyone attending. After 
the hymn favorite “How Great Thou Art” led by BCF Music 
and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis, President Thomas 
A. Kinchen provided a warm welcome and expressed his 
deepest gratitude for the tremendous support offered to 
the graduating class.
   Kinchen turned the audience’s attention briefly to an 
amazing woman joining him on the platform sharing a 
list of  her many accomplishments over the years. A dear 
friend, a trustee of The Baptist College of Florida, and 
a strong woman of tremendous faith, distinction, and 
devotion, Ms. Fran Stewart Carlton. One of the highest 
honors a college can bestow upon an individual is the 
honorary doctorate and in recognition of her many years 
of devoted service, Kinchen presented the Honorary 
Doctorate of Christian Letters to Carlton with all of the 
rights, privileges and responsibilities that come with the 
high honor.
   Following the powerful rendition of “Order My Steps” by 
the BCF Women’s Ensemble under the direction Professor 
Buford Cox, Kinchen addressed the graduates, sharing 

personal experiences and referring to scripture in Psalm 
121. Kinchen explained, “We live in a world characterized 
by fear,” and encouraged the graduates to lift their eyes 
from the obstacles causing them to fear and look to Christ.
   After confirmation by the registrar and affirmation of 
the faculty came the presentation of the graduating class 
by BCF Academic Dean Robin Jumper. Final approval was 
then granted by Kinchen as seniors eagerly walked across 
the stage and accepted their diplomas. Family and friends 
cheered as the new college graduates received their hard-
earned credentials. The 2017 fall graduating class included 
one student who received her associate degree, another 
earning an associate of divinity, forty-one earning their 
bachelor's degrees, two masters degree recipients, and 
one doctorate in Christian letters, making it an eventful 
day of celebration for the entire class. Graduates were 
then instructed to move their tassels from right to left, 
symbolizing the final official act of graduation.
  After an enthusiastic round of applause for the new 
graduates, the audience joined the faculty, staff, and 
graduates in singing the BCF college hymn, “Tell Me the 
Story of Jesus” followed by the benediction given by BCF 
trustee and newly hooded, Dr. Fran Carlton.
   Graduates exited the building with great anticipation 
for the future, complete with their diplomas, and began 
to take pictures with their family, friends, and professors. 
It was a particularly exciting day for the Smith family, as 
brothers Caleb and Zachary graduated side by side. Many 
of the graduates of The Baptist College of Florida will 
continue their education or begin working and serving in 
their degree fields. One thing is certain, BCF graduates are 
trained, equipped and prepared to set the example as the 
next generation of Christian leaders as they are “Changing 
the World Through the Unchanging Word.®”

Dr. Davis leads in praise and worship  Dr. Kinchen speaks to graduates



7   WINTER 2017

baptistcollege.edu

Students Win Awards for QEP 

Presidential Excellence
in Preaching Award

   The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville works diligently to 
encourage and engage students during 
their academic careers. One essential 
element to that continuum is the Quality 
Enhancement Plan (QEP), a focused plan 
aimed specifically at enhancing student 
learning. Careful research and campus-
wide input led to our newest effort,          
"F.Y. I." BCF's "First Year Initiative."
  Business Leadership Chair Chantel 
Oney eloquently explained the QEP, 
slated for implementation in the fall of 
2018. "The overarching purpose of the 
Quality Enhancement Plan is improving 
and enriching student learning," she 
stated. "Student learning improvement 
can certainly vary by institution. For 
BCF, improving learning is centered on 
the challenges that first-year students 
confront. The QEP, aptly named First 
Year Initiative - F.Y.I. for short - is 
targeting student success in three key 

areas: personal, academic, and spiritual."
   To encourage broad participation within the marketing strategy, BCF held 
a contest among students in search of the best QEP logo, slogan, and tagline, 
offering an Institutional Scholarship to be awarded by President Thomas A. 
Kinchen for the winning selection(s). BCF student Cole Jackson designed 
the captivating logo and slogan that were chosen and received a scholarship 
for $300. Noah Wagner was responsible for the winning tagline, "Enhance. 
Engage. Excel." and was presented with a scholarship of $150.

   Each semester, seniors have the opportunity to preach for BCF Graduate 
Division Chair and Preaching Professor Ed Scott in hopes of being selected 
to preach before their peers and faculty during chapel. This semester, 
the prestigious award went to Josh Woodcock, who will graduate on 
December 8, 2017.
  After words of appreciation and thanksgiving, Woodcock shared from 
Ephesians 5:15-20, focusing on the importance of living a spirit-filled life. 
He offered a personal testimony of the life he lived before coming to know 
the Lord, how he accepted Christ but was still searching, and ultimately 
how God used his internship at his home church to lead to a more spirit-
filled life. Woodcock went on to explain, "The only way to experience the 
joy and peace written in the Bible is through daily surrender to Christ." 
He challenged the faculty and peers to evaluate where they stand in their 
relationship with God and encouraged them to live a life visibly filled with 
the Spirit.
     Preaching winner Josh Woodcock did an outstanding job proclaiming 
what the Lord put on his heart and raised the bar for future student 
preaching competitors. After graduation, Woodcock plans to attend 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary beginning fall 2018.

Joshua Woodcock receives Presidential 
Excellence in Preaching Award

Prof. Chantel Oney, James Noah Wagner, Cole Jackson, and BCF President Kinchen
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Charles Adkins
Altha, FL 

Leah Alligood
Graceville, FL

Anna Desgalier
Graceville, FL

Alan Bennett
Fort White, FL

Caleb Duncan
Graceville, FL

Matthew Carey
Graceville, FL

Megan Brezina
Newton, AL

Cindy Chirico
Graceville, FL

Alexander Gentili
Lynn Haven, FL

Mark Hafner
Graceville, FL

Scottie Hatcher
Cowarts, AL

Johnathan Hoffman
Graceville, FL

Cole Jackson
Graceville, FL

James Fletcher
Lee, FL

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2017!

Front Row (L to R): Anna Desgalier, Coutney Ratliff, Megan Brezina, Cindy Chirico, Macey Smith, Lauralyn Jernigan, Lauren Walls, Nicole 
Krehbiel, Casey Ranalli, Leah Alligood
Second Row (L to R): President Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, Marshall Heather Bass, Julian Strickland, Cole Jackson, Caleb Smith, Hunter Johnson, 
James Fletcher, Trot Williams, James Powell, Zachary Smith, Lloyd Kadlec, Phillip Soloman, Wyatt Lewis, Marshall Natalie Fernandez, Dr. G. 
Robin Jumper
Back Row (L to R):Mark Hafner, Jordan Johnson, Jonathan Hoffman, Joshua Woodcock, Alexander Gentili, Chalres Adkins, Jason Scott, Scottie 
Hatcher, Alan Bennett, Caleb Duncan
Not Pictured: Evens Chery, Eric Diaz, Loren Dyke, Brodie Ellis, Philip Gagliano, Kristy Logan, Rebekah Shutt, Brittany Wimberly
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Hunter Johnson
Florence, SC

Phillip Solomon
Ashford, AL

Jordan Johnson
Pensacola, FL

Casey Ranalli
Graceville, FL

Lloyd Kadlec
Panama City, FL

Courtney Ratliff
Graceville, FL

Jason Stanland
St. Johns, FL

Nicole Krehbiel
Graceville, FL

Michael Sellers
Homeland, FL

Jason Scott
Ponce de Leon, FL

Julian Strickland
Old Town, FL

Wyatt Lewis
Dothan, AL

Caleb Smith
Graceville, FL

Lauren Walls
Graceville, FL

Macey Smith
Panama City Beach, FL

Lauralyn Jernigan
Graceville, FL

Zachary Smith
Graceville, FL

Josh Woodcock
Dothan, AL

James Powell
Milton, FL

Trot Williams
Midland City, AL

Fran Carlton Receives Honorary Doctorate
   In addition to currently serving as a BCF Trustee, Carlton served 
in the Florida House of  Representatives from 1976 -1988 and was 
instrumental in beginning prayer groups in the House. She was 
the first woman president of  the National Alumni Association of  
the University of  Florida and was elected as Clerk of  the Court for 
Orange County in Orlando, Fla. Carlton holds many honors and 
awards as a Florida leader, and is known for her tremendous faith 
and devoted service to the Lord.

Stanland and Powell 
Receive Masters

Not Pictured: Evens Chery, Eric Diaz, Loren Dyke, Brodie Ellis, Philip Gagliano, Kristy Logan, Rebekah Shutt, Brittany Wimberly

Graduate Caleb Duncan Celebrates with Friends
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     One of the most exciting days for faculty, staff and 
students at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville is the open house event known as Preview Day. 
Over 100 guests visited the campus on Friday, October 
20, for the Fall Preview Day as they search for the college 
where God would have them continue their education.
    Upon arrival, prospective students and their families 
gathered in the BCF Wellness Center where they 
registered for the day's events and received bags filled with 
information on campus life and degree opportunities. Once 
they were registered, campus guests were able to visit over 
20 exhibit displays designed to provide information on 
BCF's Collegiate Disaster Relief, campus housing, financial 
aid, student life activities, intramural sports, mission 
opportunities, and specifics on degree requirements. 
There were booths that provided information on campus 
resources available to students such as the library, writing 
center, internet, and the computer lab. Guests were also 
encouraged to take a picture at the photo booth to capture 
the moment and serve as a reminder of the memories 
made at Preview Day.
    Together with Director of Student Life and Marketing 
Sandra Richards, BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen 
formally welcomed guests. Kinchen began the day 
by awarding $500 scholarships to a couple that were 
attending Preview Day who would be getting married the 
next day, Jacob Meeks and Hannah Priest (Meeks). Next, 
prospective students were given the chance to preview what 
academic life feels like at BCF by visiting a class that they 
chose during the registration process. The class choices 
included psychology, missions and theology, music, and 
education. They also had the option of attending briefs 
on dual enrollment or financial aid. The classroom visits 
were intended to provide detailed information on specific 
areas of academic interest while getting to know future 
professors, and gain information on financial assistance.
   After the classroom visits, guests made their way to 
the R.G. Lee Chapel for a time of praise and worship, 
followed by a powerful message of encouragement by 
Kinchen. The chapel service featured the music groups 
on campus highlighting the orchestra, college choir, and 
all of the college ensembles available for students to join 
while attending BCF. Regular chapel services are held on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday during the week, and 

provide opportunities for the students to grow spiritually 
and be encouraged.
    Following chapel, lunch was provided by BCF in the 
dining facility, the Deese Center. During lunch, guests had 
the opportunity to interact with current students and eat 
delicious food while enjoying the smooth sounds of the BCF 
Jazz Band. After lunch, visitors had the opportunity to take 
a tour of the campus with the BCF Admissions Counselors, 
or tour campus housing (dorms) with the BCF Resident 
Directors (RDs). As guests walked through the dorms, 
current students were thrilled to answer any questions 
that prospects had about campus life or living on campus. 
Prospective student Haylee Patton noted that "everyone 
seemed to love and support each other" and, because of that, 
BCF has a home feeling that other colleges may not offer.
   Concluding activities in the BCF Wellness Center involved 
the BCF Intramural Volleyball Champions, the "Grey Walk-
Ons", competing against the faculty and staff challenge 
team. Though both teams left the building as winners, a 
little help from the referees provided the faculty team with 
the victory. Afterwards, a BCF filled gift basket was won by 
Kayln Hardin and three more scholarships were awarded, 
Phalaine Montinard, Sarah Rhoades and Bryan Collins. BCF 
Admissions Counselor Krissy Scott concluded Fall Preview 
Day with a brief word of prayer. As prospective students and 
their families left the campus, they were encouraged to take 
advantage of the waived application fee and apply to The 
Baptist College of Florida where students are changing the 
world.

BCF Enjoys Successful
Fall Preview Day...

BCF Choir and Orchestra Lead Praise and Worship



11   WINTER 2017

baptistcollege.edu

     There were several "firsts" recorded at this year's annual 
Missions Conference at The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville. Held each fall, the event welcomes 
guest speakers, missionaries, and missions agency 
representatives to the Graceville campus to interact with 
students, recruit for mission projects, and remind believers 
of opportunities - as well as the obligation - to carry the 
gospel around the world.
     For the first time, afternoon sessions were added as guest 
speakers were streamed in live via video conferencing. On 
day one, Kevin Ezell, President of the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC), addressed students, faculty, and guests about the 
challenges of reaching the bigger cities in North America 
with the gospel. David Platt, President of the International 
Mission Board of the SBC, joined the conversation on 
day two, as the discussion centered on innovative ways to 
place missionaries in strategic places around the world. In 
addition, Tommy Green, Executive Director-Treasurer of 
the Florida Baptist State Convention, and James Peoples, 
NAMB SEND City Missionary to South Florida brought 
thought-provoking and motivating chapel messages each 
day.
    For the first time, the number of missions and ministry 
representatives exceeded thirty. "We have seen excitement 
and continual growth of this conference over the last ten 
years," explained Rich Elligson, BCF Theology Division 
Chair, Missions Professor and Conference Coordinator. 
This reflects the growing diversity of missions work 
going on around the world, but it also indicates the close 
connections BCF has made with like-minded missions 

agencies and their representatives. "Set-up time in our 
Wellness Center is like a homecoming," Elligson added. 
"We greet old friends and make some new ones." Even 
the agency representatives look forward to renewing 
friendships with co-laborers in ministry. They swap 
contact information, catch up on news, and discuss the 
latest victories and challenges encountered on the field.
However, the real winners are the BCF students. "I love 
this week," said BCF Senior Missions Major Hannah 
VanLandingham. "Between the displays, the Tuesday night 
roundtable discussion, chapel services, and incredible 
guest speakers, there really is something for everyone."
   "There is no doubt that this event is one of the highlights 
of the year for the entire BCF family," Elligson said. 
"Everybody contributes, everybody participates, everybody 
is challenged, and everyone walks away blessed."

Fall Missions Conference Records 
"Firsts" as Highlights

Dr. Tommy Green interviews Dr. David Platt via Video Conference Missionaries praying before the meet and greet

Students meet with Missionaires
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    A collection of students, faculty, and staff members from 
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville left bright 
and early November 11 to represent the college at the annual 
Florida Baptist State Convention and Pastor's Conference 
held November 12 through 14 at Bell Shoals Baptist Church 
in Brandon, Fla.
 While in Brandon, BCF representatives provided 
information at the exhibit booth, reconnected with alumni 
and friends of the college, registered Florida Baptist 
messengers, and supported the BCF College Choir and 
Orchestra as they led worship during one of the convention 
sessions. Convention exhibitors, visitors, and messengers 
attending the convention were all greeted by the smiling 
faces of BCF students serving in the registration area 
verifying credentials and registering those in attendance. 
According to the registration team, they registered more 
than 1,000 individuals, many of which were BCF alumni or 
familiar faces that had preached in the R. G. Lee Chapel on 
campus.
   It was on Tuesday morning that the BCF College Choir 
and Orchestra commenced the session with a praise and 
worship performance under the direction of BCF Music 
and Worship Division Chair William Davis. They began 
with a favorite anthem among BCF students, "Our God is 
Awesome," featuring soloist Al Johnson Jr. In conjunction 
with the praise team from Bells Shoals Baptist Church, the 
BCF College Choir continued to lead the congregation in 
worship followed by the annual report to the convention 
presented by BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. 

Additionally, BCF highlights from the convention 
included the election of several new members to the BCF 
Board of Trustees, and a special recognition honoring the 
late Dr. Wiley Richards for his contributions writing for 
the Florida Baptist Witness.
   The entire convention was an uplifting and exciting time 
under the leadership of Executive Director-Treasurer 
Tommy Green and Convention President Stephen 
Rummage. Strong convention leadership offered hope and 
continued support to the mission of The Baptist College of 
Florida of "Changing the World, Through the Unchanging 
Word®." BCF is a proud cooperating ministry of the Florida 
Baptist Convention.

2017 Florida Baptist State Convention
Marketing Team BCF President Reports to Convention

BCF College Choir & Orchestra Leads Convention Worship
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BCF Adds Rich History with Dedication 
of New Hertiage Center

      It was a historic day in the life of The Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville on October 12, as BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen, Florida Baptist Convention 
Executive Director-Treasurer Tommy Green, and the BCF 
Trustees dedicated the John Sullivan Chair of Baptist History 
and the new Florida Baptist History and Heritage Center. 
Strategically located on the Graceville campus across from 
Heritage Village, the new center is now home to the Florida 
Baptist Archives and the entire historic collection available to 
students, professors, and researchers for many years to come.
      The dedication ceremony began at the beautiful Clark House 
where years of memorabilia from the former Florida Baptist 
Convention Executive Director-Treasurer John Sullivan are 
now prominently displayed. After Kinchen welcomed guests 
to the dedication, Sullivan and Green were presented with 
signed resolutions officially establishing the endowed John 
Sullivan Chair of Baptist History and dedicating the new 
Florida Baptist History and Heritage Center. Kinchen voiced 
his great appreciation to the leadership of the Florida Baptist 
State Convention for the way they have continued to pray 
and support The Baptist College of Florida. Guests were 
encouraged to tour the remodeled facility, paying special 
attention to the Sullivan Room.
    Following a brief tour of the facility, guests moved across 
Sanders Avenue for the special dedication of the new History 
and Heritage Center. Chair of the BCF Music and Worship 
Division Dr. Bill Davis and Psychology Professor Tonya 
Gardner led participants in a time of musical worship and 
thanksgiving. BCF Trustee Chair Tim Maynard offered 
remarks, stating that his hope for establishing the Florida 
Baptist History and Heritage Center is that it becomes a 
place where "you can learn where we have been as Baptists 
and where we are going." Roger Richards, BCF Professor 

of History and Christian Studies, was named the John 
Sullivan Chair of Baptist History and Curator for the 
Florida Baptist Archives. As he assumed this new role, he 
stated that he does so with immense pride and excitement 
because, for him, "It is a dream come true to preserve 
the great history of Southern Baptists, Florida Baptists, 
and The Baptist College of Florida." After a brief time of 
commemoration by Kinchen, BCF Academic Dean Robin 
Jumper ended the dedication ceremony with a word of 
prayer. Kinchen invited everyone to look through the 
inside of the Florida Baptist History and Heritage Center 
after unveiling the sign in front of the building.
        Establishing the endowed John Sullivan Chair of Baptist 
History and dedicating the new Florida Baptist History 
and Heritage Center on the BCF campus is more than just 
a historic event. Learning from the past and preserving the 
future is paramount for the next generation of Christian 
leaders. The archives and historical collections continue 
to tell the story of Florida Baptists and their faithfulness. 
BCF is committed to maintaining Florida Baptists heritage 
and hope.

BCF Florida Baptist History and Heritage Center

Dr. Tommy Green, Dr. John Sullivan, Dr. Thomas Kinchen
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Allen, James Roy (’69) can be 
reached at 8241 Dixon Drive, 
Montgomery, AL; ph: 334-558-

8804; email: jamesallen4074@charter.
net

Woodward, Roger ('85)
recently retired from full time 
pastorate. He and his wife, 

June, are now members of Campers on 
Mission, traveling through the United 
States, serving God on the mission field. 
They can be reached at P.O. Box 315, 
Wedowee, AL; ph: 256-276-4506; email: 
wkf4pbh@yahoo.com

Fries, Paul (’94) is currently 
serving as the Director of 
Missions for the Salem Baptist 

Association in Liberty, TN. He and his 
wife, Cheryl can be reached at 616 Maple 
Lane, Smithville, TN; ph: 608-475-1629; 
email: pr.fries@gmail.com
Fox, Michael (’95) is now serving 
as pastor at First Baptist Church of 
Archer, FL. He and his wife, Tammy, 
can be reached at 16370 SW 139th 
Avenue, Archer, FL; cell ph: 305-304-
0711; home ph: 352-623-7030; email: 
mikefoxathome@aol.com
McLeod, Jeff (’96) has retired from 
pastoring after forty years of serving the 
Lord. He can be reached at 288 Susan 
Lane #2, Martinsburg, WV; ph: 304-
433-4650; jeffmcleodinwv@yahoo.com

Odum, Joe (‘00) is currently 
the Minister of Music at Shiloh 
Baptist Church in Chipley, FL. 

He and his wife, Leila, can be reached 
at 1140 Whittington Road, Chipley, FL; 
ph: 614-961-2550; email: joeodum@
hotmail.com
Clavel, Meagan (’07), Clavel, Joe 
(’17) has moved to Kentucky and will 
be teaching middle school students 
at Evangel Christian School this year. 
Meagan and her husband, Joe, can be 
reached at 6468 Woodridge Ferry Road, 
Elizabethtown, KY; ph: 850-736-9590; 
email: moviemeagan@yahoo.com
Halstead, Aaron (’09) expects to 
graduate from Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in December of 
2017 with an M.Div. He has plans to 
pursue a Ph.D. in preaching. Halstead 
currently serves as a small group leader 
and Men’s Life Group intern at Hulen’s 
Street Church. He is employed by 
Southwestern as the Editorial Assistant 
of the Southwestern Journal of Theology 
and Assistant to the Director of the 
Oxford Study Program. Aaron and 
his wife, Morgan, can be reached at 
1701 JT Luther Drive Apartment 632, 
Fort Worth, TX; ph: 850-774-6971; 
ashalstead19@gmail.com

Coleman, James “Red” (’13) is 
currently the Executive Director 
of Crossover Ministry in Opp, 

AL. Coleman has been involved with 
Crossover since 2005. “Red” enjoys 
working with men and women who are 
recovering from drug addiction. He and 
his wife, Vicki, can be reached at 20643 
Rags Road, Andalusia, AL; ph: 334-435-
3225; email: redvicki@gmail.com
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BCF Celebrates the Life of Former
Music Chair Donald R. Odom

Dean of The Winters School of Music and Ministry Studies at 
William Carey University and former Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) Music Division Chair Donald R. Odom, 61, of Hattiesburg, 
MS went home to be with the Lord on Tuesday, November 7, 
2017. As social media outlets continue to be inundated with 
words of deep sympathy, recollection of treasured memories, 
and accolades from students, colleagues, and friends, BCF 
joins the celebration recognizing an amazing man who made 
an immeasurable difference in so many lives for now and for 
eternity.  

    “Don Odom brought music to many,” stated BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. “He 
brought friendship, joy, excitement and brotherhood to me. He and I were ‘foodies’ who 
enjoyed countless times of fun and fillings. He is missed but will be enjoyed again.” 
    Odom grew up in Pascagoula and Vancleave, Mississippi. He was a graduate of 
Vancleave High School (’73), Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College (’75), William 
Carey University (’78) (‘80), and earned his doctorate from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary (‘91). 
    Odom began his career as Minister of Music and Youth at several churches in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida. He served First Baptist Church, Bayou 
La Batre, AL; First Baptist Church, Sumrall, MS; First Baptist Church, Houston, MS; 
Lakeview Baptist Church, New Orleans, LA, and led worship events all around the 
world.

Dr. Don Odom

Condolences
     Joyce Yvonne 
Bilbo Lee went 
home to be with the 
Lord on September 
13, 2017. Mrs. Lee 
ministered alongside 
her husband, Dr. J.W. 
Lee, in numerous 
area churches 
and at The Baptist 
College of Florida. She continued to bless 
and serve others after Dr. Lee went home 
to be with the Lord twelve years ago. She 
was a member of First Baptist Church of 
Graceville, FL. Mrs. Lee is survived by her 
three children, Jerolyn Barnhart (Tom), 
Jody Lee, and Jerry Lee (Peggy); five beloved 
grandchildren, Robert Barnhart, Lindsay 
Barnhart, Jarrod Lee, and Jonnie Katherine 
Lee; and one great-grandchild, Ava Waller. 
Lee was preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, Dr. J.W. Lee, and her parents, 
Matthew Lindsey Bilbo and Jonnie Megehee 
Bilbo.    

Mrs. Joyce Lee




