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Statement of Mission
The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide 
for, operate and control a program of education 
and training for Christian leaders through awarding 
certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop 
those qualities in students that contribute to effective 
ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek 
to foster a desire for knowledge; develop cultural 
awareness by introducing students to a wide range of 
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal 
and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for 
ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body 
of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,
As I write to you, we have entered 

my favorite time of the year- the 
“ber and ary” months. Any month 
that ends in “ber” or “ary” is on my 
all-time greatest list. There is a great 
sense of excitement on the campus 
as we begin the new semester. New 
students are finding their way around 
classes, residence halls, the library, 
and especially the dining hall. At 
this particular time, we are keeping 
a watchful eye on Hurricane Irma. 
We are praying and planning, in that 
order.

As you read this issue of Echoes, you 
will see that the Fall Semester 2017 is 
packed with activities. As I review the 
list, I am delighted to note that the 
activities are focused on ministry and 
celebration. Students are preparing 
for Disaster Relief work, competing 
in the Campus Olympics, praying 
at the pole, celebrating our heritage, 
and participating in our Missions 
Conference. While these are not 
activities that gain national attention, 
they are priorities that change lives 
and ultimately change the world.

We have had a very successful 
summer season at our Blue Springs 
campus. Since this was our first 
summer for camps, we had no idea 
what to expect. I had said that we 
would not advertise this summer 
so that we could “ease into” the 
operation. Well, we failed at the “ease 
into” part. At the end of the summer, 
we had a total of 1,500 in attendance 
with 200 decisions for Christ. Many 
of those groups that attended are 

already booking times for 2018. I 
thank our Lord for this blessing and 
opportunity. Please pray for us with 
this additional program. Our staff 
and the faithful volunteers have 
responded wonderfully.

Currently we are promoting our 
dual enrollment program for high 
school juniors and seniors who attend 
private schools or are homeschooled. 
This program provides students 
and parents with the opportunity 
to receive college credit while they 
are finishing their high school 
requirements. We have introduced a 
Presidential Discount program that 
provides qualifying students with a 
tuition discount of approximately 
90%! If you know of someone who 
could benefit from this program, 
please contact us and them.

We are looking forward to seeing 
you at the Florida Baptist Convention 
meeting in Brandon. Please take the 
time to come by our booth so that we 
can have the chance to visit and share 
with you firsthand the many blessings 
that our Lord is providing for your 
Baptist College of Florida. We are very 
thankful to be a part of the family of 
the Florida Baptist Convention.
   On the front cover of this edition 
of Echoes, you will see the greatest 
reason for our renewed enthusiasm 
for the work that our Lord has given 

Praying for all of our Disaster Relief Teams

to us. As we welcome a new class 
to the College, I am reminded that 
only our Lord knows what He has 
in store for them and what they can 
do in changing the world. These 
folks represent what I am convinced 
is the Next Greatest Generation of 
Christian Leaders! Please pray for 
them and for us as they receive top 
quality training from a Godly faculty 
that is well qualified and experienced 
in God’s service. If your refrigerator 
is like mine, it has a gallery of very 
important people for whom we pray. 
Please make this Echoes cover a part 
of your refrigerator gallery.
    With the massive storm aiming for 
the southern and eastern parts of our 
state, many are seeking shelter in a safe 
place. We have opened the housing 
facilities at our Blue Springs Campus 
in Marianna for those needing shelter. 
We are getting a steady stream of calls 
for this housing. We are convinced 
that our Lord has provided us with 
this unique property for His service, 
so there is no cost for those folks who 
are seeking shelter.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President



ECHOES4   

BCF  Welcomes
New Students
    There was excitement all around on The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) campus as faculty and staff 
welcomed students back after the summer break. New 
and returning students began arriving on the Graceville 
campus with car and truck loads of dorm essentials as 
everything seemed to come back to life. After getting 
settled into the dorms, first time students participated 
in the two-day New Student Orientation and hit the 
ground running.
    New students began orientation early on Thursday 
morning with registration and breakfast provided in the 
Deese Center, where they will enjoy all of their meals as 
a student at The Baptist College of Florida. After a brief 
time of fellowship, they walked together to the R.G. 
Lee Chapel for a time of student led music and worship 
and a quick welcome and words of encouragement by 
Academic Dean Robin Jumper.
    Following the morning activities, several “goofy” 
videos of introduction were presented helping new 
students become acquainted with the caring faces they 
will encounter around campus. Students were then given 
the opportunity to enjoy lunch with their academic 
advisors as they planned out their class schedules and 
course options. In addition to the mounds of new 
student information received, students obtained their 
ID cards, registered their vehicles, and familiarized 
themselves with the BCF campus.
    In addition to the information received for student 
success, there were also several fun activities on the 

schedule for new and returning students. BCF 
students were invited to visit the Blue Springs Campus 
for a time of swimming, canoeing, volleyball, food, and 
fellowship. Also on Thursday evening at the Blue Springs 
Campus, students were greeted by representatives 
from local churches providing information about their 
worship service and ministry opportunities for students 
to get involved.
    On the final day of orientation, students started the 
day with delicious coffee and pastries provided by the 
BCF “King’s Cup” coffee shop. Shortly after, students 
were given a safety and security brief in the Student 
Center by Campus Safety Director Olan Strickland. New 
students were then introduced to some of the valuable 
resources found on campus, such as the writing center 
and computer lab.
    The dorm Resident Directors (RDs) coordinated 
a scavenger hunt across the campus that was created 
to help new students become familiar with where 
all of the buildings and resources could be found to 
foster academic success. The activity also created an 
opportunity for students to begin building relationships 
and connecting with other students preparing to 
serve in similar areas of ministry and leadership. New 
Student Orientation concluded in the Wellness Center 
as students finished the scavenger hunt and begin their 
next adventure, college life!
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FCA Football Camps at BCF
Blue Springs Campus

158 Decisions for Christ
    During the hot days of July 2017, the Blue Springs 
Campus of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) was 
the scene of football camps for the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA). Teams from fifteen schools 
located in Northwest Florida spent their days in drills, 
scrimmages, and rigorously preparing for the upcoming 
football season. When they were not practicing, they 
were engaged in much more important activities 
preparing them for the coming seasons of their lives.
    At the end of the two sessions of camp, muscles were 
sore, strategies were evolving, but most importantly, 
there were 130 new members of God’s family. In 
addition to the 130 professions of faith, there were 26 
rededications recorded among the football players. 
According to Shawn Aland, Area Director for the 
Northwestern Zone of North Florida FCA, “The most 
decisions that we have ever had in one session was 
in the mid-40s, but this session was unlike any other, 

with over one third of the campers making first time 
decisions for Christ. This was the kind of week that 
encourages you in ministry and gets you through the 
ups and downs of the year. I can tell you that there were 
some excited FCA Staff and Coaches rejoicing at the 
party in Marianna, Florida, while in Heaven the angels 
rejoiced.”
    “Since this was our first camp with FCA, we really did 
not know what to expect,” stated Thomas A. Kinchen, 
President of The Baptist College of Florida. “It was 
definitely a learning experience. The greatest reminder 
that we received is that all of the preparations of food 
and facilities are merely the prelude to the great work 
that our Lord wants to do in the lives of young people. 
I am absolutely overjoyed at the outcome of the camps 
in 2017, and we are already looking forward to a great 
summer in 2018.”

Football teams from fifteen schools located in Northwest Florida spent 
their days drilling at The Baptist College of Florida Blue Springs Campus.
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BCF Welcomes
New BCM Director

BCM Night of Worship
“Sing to Him, sing praise to Him; tell all about His wonderful works!” 

Psalm 105:2 (CSB)
    The Baptist Collegiate Ministries (BCM) Night of Worship 
held Thursday, August 24, at The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) was well attended and offered a unique “under the stars” 
worship experience. BCF students began taking their places 
near the gazebo at 7:00 p.m. for a casual time of praise and 
worship hosted by BCM Director Amanda Carnley. After a 
brief time of introduction and welcome, the first BCM event 
of the semester began with the band, Of All Nations, leading 
students in songs of praise and worship. According to new BCF 
student Emily Fredryk, “It was an absolutely beautiful evening 
as voices filled the courtyard and students were lost in worship 
under the stars.”
    Micah Moore, the lead singer from Of All Nations and a third 
year BCF student, said his favorite thing about leading worship 
for the event was being able to come together with the rest of his 
bandmates and use their talents to bring glory to God. He, along 
with many other BCF students, hopes that the Night of Worship 
will become a regular event on campus. “I was excited to see 
so many of our students come together and worship,” stated 
Carnley. “The plan is to have many more nights of worship as 
we grow closer together as the body of Christ.” BCF Junior Amanda Carnley

English Major

The Baptist College of Florida students enjoy a Night of 
Worship for their first BCM event on campus.

  The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) is thrilled to welcome Amanda 
Carnley as the new Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries Director. Carnley is excited 
about connecting with students and 
tailoring events to fit their interests. 
She hopes to give students many 
opportunities to have fun and grow 
closer with each other as they grow in 
their relationship with Christ.
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BCF Ranked   
      Nationally

     The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) has been 
recognized many times for its exceptional ranking in 
affordability and educational excellence. In recent weeks, 
BCF was named one of the 50 Most Affordable Online 
Universities in the Nation by OnlineCourseReport.
com as well as one of the best Bible Colleges by 
AffordableColleges.com 
  These special recognitions validate and recognize 
the dedication that BCF puts into providing a quality 
Christian education experience for students at an 
affordable cost.  According to OnlineCourseReport.com, BCF qualified for the ranking because the school offers affordable 
and quality online undergraduate and graduate degree programs.
    In addition to the national ranking by the OnlineCourseReport, BCF has been recognized and evaluated by multiple 
agencies across the nation highlighting the continued growth in BCF’s online programs and the exceptional quality in 
academics. 
    As BCF continues to be recognized for the excellent education programs that are accessible at an affordable price, the 
honor of equipping the next generation of Christian leaders is at the forefront of the faculty and staff.

BCF Family Gives
Blood and Saves Lives

    Each year, faculty, staff and students at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) eagerly 
board OneBlood’s “Big Red Bus” to participate in donating blood that may improve 
the lives of  sick or injured patients within the community. This semester, on August 
28 and 30, members of the BCF family took part in the life saving event. 
    A representative from OneBlood enthusiastically reported that a grand total of 
27 units of blood (5 with double red cells and 22 whole blood) were donated during 
the two-day event held on the BCF campus. According to OneBlood Account 
Representative Richard Register, based on the amount of blood given, approximately 
76 blood products will be available for transfusion to sick and injured patients in our 
local hospitals. 

    The biannual blood drive held at BCF is one of the ways in which the students, staff, and faculty strive to give back to 
the community; in this case, by meeting the physical needs rather than the spiritual needs. 
    The “Big Red Bus” will return to the BCF campus on Monday, February 12, and Wednesday, February 14. Participation 
is encouraged and open to public!

BCF President presented with the Top Private Colleges and Universities plaque for 2017.

BCF Sophomore Laurence Mann gives blood to help 
save lives.
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BCF Conducts Third 
“Elevate” Worship Arts Camp

    The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) hosted the third 
annual “Elevate” Worship Arts Camp July 10-14 on the 
BCF Blue Springs Campus in Marianna, Fla. Forty-one 
motivated campers from across the state participated in 
this year’s camp designed specifically for students sixth 
grade through the twelfth grade. The campers engaged 
in multiple worship experiences to “elevate” or increase 
their abilities to lead and participate in worship through 
singing and playing instruments, as well as through other 
creative expressions such as sign language, drama, puppets, 
and photography. The BCF Music and Worship Division 
Faculty, accompanied by other talented clinicians from 
throughout the state, provided instruction during the 
break-out sessions and encouraged students to reach the 
next level in their areas of interest.
    “It is thrilling to see teenagers express a desire to worship 
the Lord and to improve their skills to do so,” stated BCF 
Music and Worship Division Chair and Camp Coordinator 
Bill Davis. “Their enthusiasm and joy is contagious. I deeply 
appreciate our BCF faculty, students, and guest faculty for 
their willingness to pour their experience and knowledge 
into the next generation of worship leaders.”
    Back for the third year, BCF Alumnus and Senior Worship 
Pastor at the First Baptist Church of Leesburg, Fla., Stephen 
Wolgamott, served as the camp worship pastor. Rev. Ryan 
Shipp, Pastor of Worship and Missions at Mandarin Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., served as the camp pastor. 
Both men exhibited strong Godly leadership and a genuine 
heart for worship.
    The overall camp experience provided participants with 
opportunities for spiritual development through Bible 
study, youth-oriented worship services, and daily devotional 
times. Students were shown the importance of their God-
given gifts and abilities, and the joy of using those talents 

to honor the One who created them. “Our schedule was 
jam-packed with amazing activities,” stated Katelyn, one 
of the campers. “But if I had to pick a favorite, I would 
have to choose the worship leadership class. Elevate is the 
best way to elevate a teenager’s spiritual gift of music.”
    Elevate was filled with enjoyable activities. According 
to Davis, each day featured recreational opportunities 
around the BCF Blue Springs Campus including 
swimming in the Olympic-sized pool, paddle boats and 
canoeing on the lake, a cardboard and duct tape boat 
race, blob-jumping and numerous fun-filled games led 
by BCF Alumnus and Camp Activities Director Buddy 
Goodman.
  Two returning campers had much to say about the 
activities this year. “I’ve been to Elevate for three years 
now,” stated Sarah. “My favorite part this year was the 
family group skits and cardboard boat race. I can’t wait to 
come back next year.” Antonio said, “This was my second 
year going, and I liked it! The counselors have been great 
- they’re very nice, kind, and good people to talk to when 
you needed something.” Many of the students shared 
that they thoroughly enjoyed the comfortable motel-type 
accommodations, the beautiful chapel/worship center, 
large classrooms for break-out sessions, and the delicious 
meals in the dining hall provided by Valley Services.
  In addition to the inspirational worship experiences, 
class instruction, and fun activities, the campers enjoyed 
the fellowship of getting to know other Christians their 
age from around the state. The camp concluded with a 
combined choir concert and presentations from the 
various worship classes. Graduating seniors received 
a $1000 scholarship to attend The Baptist College of 
Florida and continue studying worship arts or one of the 
other degree fields where the Lord may be leading them.

2017 Elevate! Worship Arts Campers!
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Through the doors of the Blue Springs Campus of The 
Baptist College of Florida pass generations, some of 
whom have lived long and fruitful lives of service and 
others who are just beginning their exciting journey with 
our Lord.

The Lodge at the Blue Springs Campus has ninety-six 
guest rooms. Since the facility is almost forty years old, it 
is in need of some tender loving care.

I want to ask you to remember a special person, group, 
or church while you help to provide Christian training 
facilities for future generations. We are planning to name 
each of the guest rooms in the Lodge as a tribute to those 
who have helped to shape our lives and the history of our 
churches.

For a Gift of $1,000, you can honor special individuals, 
groups, or churches. We will place a lovely nameplate 

on the door of each room that is named. The nameplate 
will bear the name of the room as well as the name of the 
donor. If the donor wishes to be anonymous, that will be 
fine as well.

All of the gifts that are received will be utilized for the 
upgrading of the Lodge facilities of the Blue Springs 
Campus of The Baptist College of Florida.

This is a wonderful opportunity to honor those whom 
honor is due and to provide an open door for the future 
training of our Lord’s people. Please give prayerful 
consideration to this opportunity and join us in this 
journey for future generations

For further information on this program, please contact 
the Development Office at The Baptist College of Florida 
at 800.328.2660 ext. 416 or 850.263.3261 ext. 416 or email:  
jsmartin@baptistcollege.edu.

To Whom Honor is Due - An Open Door For The Future
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   Buford Cox, Professor of Music at The Baptist College 
of Florida (BCF), was recently presented with the John 
Lynn Bartlow Music Award from the Graceville Arts 
League (GAL). The award, named for Professor Lynn 
Bartlow (music professor at BCF, formerly Florida Baptist 
Theological College and Baptist Bible Institute, from 1960-
1982), is presented annually to an accomplished musician 
who was either born, educated, or worked in Graceville.
    Deservedly, Cox has served as a distinguished Professor of 
Music at BCF for 25 years, currently teaching music theory, 
music technology, graduate courses in music technology 
and conducting, as well as conducting the elite choral 
group, the Women’s Ensemble. Under his direction, the 
Women’s Ensemble has performed in countless churches, 
schools, and for many campus and community events. Cox 
regularly performs on the piano during faculty recitals held 
at BCF and has led music or accompanied church services 
in many of the local churches.

BCF Professor Receives 
GAL Award

BCF Professor Publishes
Article in Biblical    

Illustrator
     Professors at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
are not only known for the huge investments they make 
in the lives of students, but also for the contributions 
in academia, primarily in the form of published works. 
Many BCF professors author textbooks, publish book 
reviews, and are often requested to offer a commentary 
or contribution in professional journals and periodicals. 
      Recently, BCF Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew 
James Newell was invited to write an article for the Biblical 
Illustrator quarterly magazine. Eager to accept the request, Newell is no stranger 
to writing articles and commentary for the prestigious magazine as he has many 
works that have been featured in past Illustrators.
     Newell’s most recent article, Sorcery, Witchcraft, and Divination, references Deuteronomy 18:9-18. He consulted 
commentaries and referenced scripture to provide various accounts of sorcery, witchcraft, and divination that intrigued 
those that were within the nation of Israel. Newell also explained some of the repercussions that were faced as a 
result of the sins regarding these topics. The very insightful article is published in the Fall 2017 Edition of the Biblical 
Illustrator by Lifeway.

BCF Professor of Music Buford Cox awarded the 2017 
Graceville Arts League (GAL) prestigious Bartlow 
Music Award.

BCF Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew
 James Newell publishes article for the Biblical Illustrator.
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ALUMNI UPDATES |
Freeman, Fred (‘73) is a retired 
minister serving on the deacon 
board for Oak Grove Baptist 

Church in Bluffton, SC. He and his wife 
Shirley can be reached at P. O. Box 2359, 
Bluffton, SC, 29910; ph: 843-304-1794; 
email: brofred@hargray.com

Thomas, John (‘88), Thomas, 
Cindy (‘88) John has been 
serving as the Director of 

Missions for the Columbia Baptist 
Association in Dothan, AL, since 
February 2017. His wife Cindy is 
currently serving as a part-time Director 
of Children’s Ministry at Southside 
in Dothan, AL, and as a Childhood 
Specialist for the Alabama State Board 
of Missions and mission trips to Central 
America, Africa, and Southeast Asia. 
They can be reached at 101 Glory Ln, 
Dothan, AL; ph: 256-454-0304; email: 
cyberjohn1@me.com

Vosbrink, Michael (‘93) is 
serving as the Bivocational 

Pastor of FBC Deerpoint Lake in 
Panama City, FL. He and his wife Pam 
can be reached at 323 N. Cove Blvd, 
Panama City, FL; home ph: 850-267-
7469; cell ph: 850-260-9615; email: 
mike.vosbrink@gmail.com

Powell, Charles (‘99) and his wife 
Emilia are employed at the University 
of Notre Dame. Emilia is a Professor 
of Political Science and Law and 
Charles is a Program Manager, Student 
Entrepreneurship Engagement. They 
can be reached at 226 S Hawthorne Dr. 
South Bend, IN, 46617; ph: 912-481-
8444; email: spowell@nd.edu

Majure, Trey (‘09) has 
celebrated one year of service 
as the Associate Pastor of the 

First Baptist Church of Vass, NC and 

eight years as an Officer in the United 
States Army. He and his wife Katie can 
be reached at email: dorn.majure@
gmail.com

Salmeron, Rebecca (‘12) 
is currently working as an 
ESOL Resource Facilitator for 
Marion County Public Schools 

in Ocala. She has also begun working 
on her Doctorate in Education at the 
University of West Florida. She can be 
reached at ph: 850-272-7687; email: 
rebe.salmeron@gmail.com

Hatcher, Susan (‘13) has been called 
as Pastor at Christ United Methodist 
Church in Forsyth, GA. She can be 
reached at P.O. Box 162, Forsyth, GA 
31029; ph: 478-994-1232; email: susan.
hatcher@ngumc.net

Blais, Corey (‘14) has been serving as 
the Pastor of Second Baptist Church in 
Ranger since October, 2015. He is also 
serving as the BSM Director for Ranger 
College (main campus). In addition to 

Deepest Condolences to the 
Family of:

Pastor Ronald Wagner went home 
to be with the Lord Sunday morning 
June 18, in Panama City Hospice 
Care Unit. He attended what was BBI 
from 1976-1979. Pastor Ron pastored 
with the International Mission Board 
in Spain and Germany, as well as 
many churches in the Panhandle 
of Florida. He will be buried in the 
Veterans Cemetery in Pensacola, Fl. 
Ron is survived by his wife Shirley, 
two daughters Debby Morris and 
Sheryl Register, and three sons, James, 
Roland, and Bryan.
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that, he leads the Bible studies at Ranger 
Care Center (nursing home), and serves 
as one of the Chaplains at Eastland 
Memorial Hospital in Eastland, TX. He 
and his wife Angela can be reached at 208 
Brown St. Ranger, TX, 76470; ph: 386-
864-0501; email: corey.blais@icloud.com




