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Statement of Mission
The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide 
for, operate and control a program of education 
and training for Christian leaders through awarding 
certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop 
those qualities in students that contribute to effective 
ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek 
to foster a desire for knowledge; develop cultural 
awareness by introducing students to a wide range of 
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal 
and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for 
ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body 
of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
Welcome to a new format for Echoes! 

I know that all of  us love change and just 
cannot wait for the next new thing. Actually, 
that is probably an overstatement. This 
issue of  Echoes is being sent electronically 
to most of  our folks. As with most of  the 
field of  print media, we are experiencing 
rapidly rising costs of  production and 
distribution. Therefore, we are moving 
from our old format of  four paper issues 
per year to two paper issues and two that 
are published electronically. You will get 
the same information that you have always 
received, but it will arrive more quickly; 
and you will not even have to go to the 
mailbox.

Just a few days ago, we conferred 
degrees on fifty-two graduates. These 
folks represent some of  our Lord’s finest 
servants. They are going out into a world 
that desperately needs the Good News 
of  the Gospel. The psalmist reminds us 
that the nations are in chaos, but we know 
that our Lord brings peace and hope even 
in tumultuous times. Please pray for our 
graduates as they begin a new phase in 
their walk with our Lord.

As we see graduates leaving, we are 
anticipating the arrival of  the new 
students who will become a part of  the 
BCF family. We certainly want to pray for 
them at this most important time in their 

lives. God continues to call out His people 
and they continue to respond. We at your 
Baptist College of  Florida are committed 
to providing the very best in Christian 
education to those whom God sends our 
way.

One of  the really exciting times in any 
semester is the Senior Honors Day. At that 
time, we have the opportunity to recognize 
all of  our graduating seniors and present 
special awards to some of  those who 
have excelled in their fields. I am amazed 
at the level of  talent, commitment, and 
achievement that is demonstrated by our 
students. I marvel at the development of  
our students as they mature and excel in 
their fields of  study and their walk with 
our Lord. The BCF faculty and staff  
are blessed indeed to be a part of  God’s 
great work of  preparing the next greatest 
generation of  Christian leaders.

In their recent meeting, our Trustees 
approved the 2017-2018 Operating Budget 
for the college. The amount of  the budget 
is $6,785,000 which is the same amount as 
the 2016-2017 Operating Budget. These 
are financially challenging times in higher 
education. These challenges are affecting 
all institutions: large and small, secular and 
Christian, public and private. Please pray 
for our faculty and staff  as we seek to be 
outstanding stewards of  the resources 
that our Lord has placed in our hands

In this issue of  Echoes, you will see that 
BCF hosted the West Florida Evangelism 
Conference and is sending summer 
missionaries to North American and 
International fields. Please note that these 
two activities represent the heartbeat of  
The Baptist College of  Florida. Sharing 
the transforming power of  the Gospel 
and carrying it to all points on the globe 
are still the hallmarks of  our existence. 
All of  the other things that we teach 
and learn are to be used as tools for the 
accomplishment of  these two overarching 
goals.

The Spring Concert presented by the 
Music and Worship Division and the 
performance of  The Tempest presented 
by the English Department afforded our 

students showcase opportunities for their 
gifts and talents. When our highly skilled 
and dedicated faculty join with our greatly 
gifted students, magic happens. We are 
so grateful to those who bring a song to 
our hearts and challenge our imagination 
through the stories that they bring to life.

Recently, many of  our students enjoyed 
a formal dinner at the annual Evening of  
Class. I am delighted that our students 
take the time for the voluntary activity 
of  learning etiquette and generally good 
behavior in a society that does not seem to 
give these areas much value. The evening 
which served as the culmination of  this 
activity provided a great speaker and 
fellowship. Perhaps the most outstanding 
aspect of  the evening was our faculty and 
staff  members volunteered to provide 
table service for our students on this 
special night. These great folks teach by 
example, and I am so very grateful.

As time moves along, we have changes 
in the landscape of  our BCF family. I want 
to issue a special note of  congratulations 
to Dr. Buford Cox and his lovely wife, 
Judy, on the twenty-fifth anniversary of  
his service on our faculty. Buford and Judy 
are dear friends and great colleagues. 

On a completely different note, we 
recognize the passing of  one of  the 
real giants in the history of  The Baptist 
College of  Florida. Dr. Wiley Richards 
went home to be with our Lord on April 
15, 2017. He was my friend, my colleague, 
and my brother. As I told him before his 
passing, “Your feet do not walk the halls 
of  BCF any longer, but your footprints are 
there and in the lives of  countless servants 
of  our Lord.”

These are good and exciting times in 
the life of  The Baptist College of  Florida. 
Please pray for us. Please recommend that 
prospective students come to the campus 
for a visit. Our Lord has given us a great 
opportunity for training and service. Let 
us be found faithful.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President
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BCF Trustees Adopt Operating 
Budget and New Business Hours

and adopted unanimously a recommendation to adopt a 
new Business Hours Schedule for the college. The Monday 
through Thursday schedule will remain the same as it has 
been, but the institution will close at noon on Fridays. This 
will provide the same salary and benefits for employees with 
a 9.3% reduction in the number of hours in the work week.
    In other matters, Trustees received reports on the 
renovation and upgrading of facilities at the Blue Springs 
campus of the college. Through the efforts of Campers on 
Mission, Disaster Relief Volunteers, an area construction 
company, and college staff, buildings have been cleaned, 
repaired and repainted. Also, the athletic field has been 
expanded to accommodate several football camps that have 
been scheduled by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
Several camps and conferences are scheduled for the 
summer and fall at The Baptist College of Florida Blue 
Springs Campus.
     On the Graceville campus, construction is proceeding 
on the Kinchen Center for Teacher Education. Renovation 
is continuing on the building that will house the Florida 
Baptist Historical Collection and Archives. The storm 
shelters that were approved at the last meeting of the Board 
of Trustees have been installed. Several volunteer groups 
are scheduled for work during the summer. Kinchen noted, 
“We live and die by the work of our volunteers as they help 
us to accomplish tasks that we could not afford otherwise.”

     The Board of Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida met 
for their annual meeting in Graceville on May 18-19, 2017. 
Board members received reports on all areas of operation 
of the college and acted on recommendations in strategic 
areas of institutional life. In presenting his recommendation 
for the 2017-2018 Operating Budget for the college, Dr. 
Thomas A. Kinchen, BCF President, noted that, “These are 
challenging times in higher education. We are constantly 
receiving news of schools closing, merging with other 
institutions, or cutting out large portions of their programs 
due to insufficient funding. Thankfully we do not face those 
situations. While we are facing financial challenges, they are 
not questions of whether we survive but whether we thrive. 
We have always operated in a most frugal manner, and that 
continues in this recommendation.” 
    Kinchen then presented the 2017-2018 Operating Budget 
recommendation in the amount of $6,785,000.  That amount 
was the same as the total of the 2016-2017 Operating Budget. 
In presenting the budget proposal, the BCF President noted 
that the college faculty and staff had not received salary 
increases in several years. In addressing this situation, 
Kinchen stated, “I have not received any complaints 
from any of our folks concerning salary increases. They 
continue to serve diligently as a service to our Lord, Florida 
Baptists, and the college. While we cannot print money, I 
am proposing that we change time.” Trustees then received 

We are extremely grateful for the Godly men and women who serve as Trustees 
at The Baptist College of Florida!  Their heart and commitment to changing the 

world is evident at every meeting...

Trustees enjoy a time of fellowship at Dr. and Mrs. Kinchen’s home Trustee meeting held in the Gallery located in the Deese Center
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BCF Collegiate Disaster Relief Team

BCF President Bestows Highest Honors
on Kenric R. Conway

    According to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, the highest honor that 
any academic institution can present to an individual is the doctoral degree. 
“That degree is held very close, very dear, and is given extremely sparingly,” 
stated Kinchen during the Spring 2017 Graduation Ceremony. “It is 
reserved for those folks who, through a life of dedicated service, exemplary 
faithfulness, and in the case of The Baptist College of Florida, only those 
with a passion for the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ have earned this 
appropriate recognition. Today, we have the privilege of honoring a man 

who has a distinguished military 
career, a distinguished career in 
government service, distinguished career in the pastorate and in service to his 
community while serving as the pastor of the Family of God Baptist Church in 
Panama City, Fla.”  Kinchen noted that he was the go to guy, when local officials 
needed help to bring some decency and order into a community that sometimes 
lost its’ way. He also served with distinction as a member of the Board of Trustees 
of The Baptist College of Florida, and was elected chairman of that board and was 
the first African American to serve as the chair of the board of any of the agencies of 

The Florida Baptist Convention. “Most importantly, he’s my brother and I love him,” 
stated Kinchen, “And so I want to call Kenric R. Conway to come and join me at the podium please.” 

The Diploma Reads:  The Baptist College of Florida in Graceville, Florida.   In 
recognition of the fulfillment of all requirements and upon recommendation of the 
Faculty, The Baptist College of Florida hereby confers upon Kenric R. Conway the 
Degree of Doctor of Christian Letters with all the rights, honors, privileges, and 
responsibilities appertaining thereto. In testimony whereof this degree is conferred this 
twelfth day of May in the year of our Lord two thousand and seventeen, the seventy-
fourth year of the College.                                                                                                  
Signed by Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Kenric Conway recieves Honorary Doctorate.

Dr. Kinchen and Dr. Conway

   Thankful for the work by 
Dr. Coggins and the entire 
BCF Collegiate Disaster 
Relief Team. This year they 
established their own fully 
equiped trailer and have 
been able to respond, train, 
and answer the calls for 
help!
For more information or 
to reach our Disaster Relief  
Team contact Dr. David 
Coggins at jdcoggins@
baptistcollege.edu.
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David Coggins .....................Portugal
Connie Coggins ...................Portugal
Jeremy Meetze (alum) .........Portugal
Rachel Miller (alum) ............Portugal
Melody Barney (alum) ........Portugal

Ponce de Leon, FL
Lauralyn Jernigan ................Portugal
Collin Dollar .................Student Life
Ryam Edwards ..............Student Life
Hunter Higgins ............... Mississippi  

College
Rebekah Vanlandingham.....Georgia
Elizabeth Roberts ..................... Santa

Rosa Beach, FL
Caleb Boss ................................. Santa

Rosa Beach, FL

Casey Ranalli .................. Macon, MS
Matthew Carey .................Macon, MS
Amy Barber ..........................Abidjan,

Ivory Coast
Deanna Wells .......................... Jordan 

Bonifay, FL
Callie Melvin .....................Nicaragua
Hannah VanLandingham  ......North

Carolina 
Alan Bennett ................ Lake City, FL
Noemia Poole .......... Homestead, FL
Kindsey Norman ................Wyoming
Rich Elligson ....................Macon, MS
Kristy Ford .......................Macon, MS
Brodie Ellis .......................Macon, MS

Whitney Smallridge .........Macon, MS
Mary Casey .......................Macon, MS
Jennifer Duncan ..............Macon, MS
Cole Jackson .....................Macon, MS
Ashlynn Cogley ................Macon, MS
Cindy Chirico ...................Macon, MS
Tyler Hand ........................Macon, MS
Yvonne Mestre ................Macon, MS
Rebecca Ray .....................Macon, MS
Shawna Hatcher ........................ Baton

Rouge, LA

6   

And Many, Many More...
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     On April 10, more than 175 church leaders, students, 
and aspiring evangelists filed into the R. G. Lee Chapel 
on the campus of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville to attend the West Florida Evangelism 
Conference. The event, sponsored by the Florida Baptist 
Convention (FBC) and coordinated by Regional Catalysts 
Lewis Miller and Wayne Briant, featured keynote speakers 
Executive Director-Treasurer of the FBC Tommy Green 
and Senior Pastor of Olive Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla., 
Ted Traylor.
   The theme for the exciting one-day evangelism event 
was “Partnering to Reach the Lost.” Traylor and Green 
powerfully proclaimed the gospel at each session and shared 
experiences relating to personal evangelism, successful 
revivals, church planting, and a lifestyle of reaching the 
lost. In addition to being fed spiritually, attendees were also 
fed physically as they enjoyed a free steak dinner between 
sessions.

  “The Evangelism Conference was an absolute blessing 
to me,” stated BCF student Mike Baker. “I am so excited 
that I had the opportunity to learn more about how to 
make personal evangelism a priority and lifestyle choice.” 
According to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, evangelism 
is at the very heart of what BCF is all about as the college 
is training and preparing the next greatest generation of 
Christian leaders to share the Gospel and change the world.

BCF Hosts West Florida Evangelism Conference

BCF President Welcomes Guests to The Baptist College of Florida

Keynote Speaker:  Dr. Tommy Green, Executive Director-Treasurer of The 
Florida Baptist Convention

BCF Students love getting “free” evangelism materials.

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Ted Traylor, Senior Pastor, Olive Baptist Church, 
Pensacola, FL
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Jonathan Ketner
Jacksonville, NC

Richard Manning
Titusville, FL

Abel Albritton
Lynn Haven, FL

Hannah Knight
Thomasville, GA

Glen Baer
Sanford, FL

Matthew Denson
Geneva, FL

Stevie Kuhn
Geneva, FL

Melody Barney
Westville, FL

Jennifer Duncan
Cottondale, FL

Clinton Logan
Panama City, FL

Cameron McNabb
Fort Rucker, AL

Marcia Bell
Dothan, AL

DeLando Dyer
Panama City, FL

Jacqueline Long
Southport, FL

Rachel Miller
Live Oak, FL

Rebeka Brown
Defuniak Springs, FL

Colt Hudson
Eufaula, AL

Jariel Lopez
Ocala, FL

Valeria Montero
Immokalee, FL

Breanna Clark
Pensacola, FL

Haden Keough
Colorodo Springs, CO

Front Row (L to R): Stevie Kuhn, Kathryn Taylor, Rachel Miller, Kimberly Stull, Hannah Knight, Rebeka Brown, Jacqueline Long, Melody Barney, Rebecca Talley, Darby Thompson.
Second Row (L to R): President Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, Cole Coggburn (Marshal), Hollis Prange, Brittany Sammons, Roselyn Zaiter, Kristina Scott, Valeria Montero, Breanna Clark, 
Jennifer Duncan, Samantha Raney, Anne Marie Sapp, Kristen Waller, Marcia Bell, Hunter Johnson (Marshal), Academic Dean Dr. Robin Jumper.
Third Row (L to R): Jariel Lopez, Abel Albritton, Matthew Denson, Glen Baer, Gregory Pruitt, James Oney Jr., Colt Hudson, Robert Young, Corban Stone, Jonah Powers,
Clinton Logan.
Back Row (L to R): Anthony Williams, Cameron McNabb, DeLando Dyer, Bige Wade, Haden Keough, Nathanael Vargo, Jonathan Ketner, Richard Manning.
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Darby Thompson
Lee, FL

Nathan Nowell
Auburn, AL

Kristen Waller
Port Richey, FL

James Oney Jr.
Lynn Haven, FL

Kristina Scott
Live Oak, FL

Bige Wade
Inglis, FL

Donnie Williams
Graceville, FL

Jonah Powers
Edgewater, FL

Corban Stone
Apopka, FL

Greg Pruitt
Haines City, FL

Hollis Prange
Live Oak, FL

Brittany Sammons
Crestview, FL

Samantha Raney
Chipley, FL

Kimberly Stull
Middleburg, FL

Rebecca Talley
Rehobeth, AL

Robert Young
Ocoee, FL

Anne Sapp
Marianna, FL

Kathryn Taylor
Gainesville, FL

Roselyn Zaiter
St. Johns, FL

Memories like sweet smelling flowers.

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2017!

A fond farewell among friends. Masters Graduate, James Oney and his wife Professor Chantel Oney

Not Pictured: Mary Baucum, Meagan Clavel, Devan Dale, Matthew Jones, Robert Loven, Kelly McCall, 
Wesley McDougald, Cameron Sandel, Adam Stevens, Quincy Stratford
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     Each semester, one graduating senior is singled out by 
BCF Preaching Professor Ed Scott earning the right to 
preach before his peers in the R. G. Lee Chapel, earning 
The Presidential Excellence in Preaching Award. This 
semester’s recipient was BCF Senior Colt Hudson, from 
Eufala, Alabama and Pastor of Mt. Enon Baptist Church in 
Midland City, Ala.
     Hudson was presented with the Pastors Study Bible from 
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen and First Lady, Ms. Ruth 
Ann, during Senior Honors Day. Twenty-seven graduating 
seniors were recognized on Honors Day as well as those 
identified as Who’s Who among the graduating class.

BCF SENIOR COLT HUDSON 
WINNER OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 

EXCELLENCE IN PREACHING AWARD

BCF Spring 2017 Honor Graduates

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen and Colt Hudson

BCF Senior Colt Hudson and Preaching Professor Ed Scott

On Tuesday, May 9, the English Department of  The 
Baptist College of  Florida (BCF) presented their fourth 
annual spring play, Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.” It was a 
delightful theatrical rendition co-directed by BCF Students 
Corban Stone and Abigail Wiggins, with island adventures 
and romantic connections.

Sponsored and steered by BCF English Professor Geoffrey 
Reiter, the lead actors included Calvin Booth, Melody 
Barney, Anna Batton, Greg Pruitt and Matthew Butler.  With 
thrilling dramatic interpretation, the phenomenal supporting 
cast and musical accompaniment was exceptional bringing 
the audience to the very edge of  their seats and on their feet 
in final applause. 

The BCF English Department 
presents  The Tempest

The cast of The Tempest
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On Thursday, April 27, students at The Baptist College of 
Florida (BCF) could be seen gathered around the gazebo taking 
photographs in their formal attire in preparation for the third 
annual “Evening of Class” formal dinner. The dinner was held 
in the BCF Wellness Center which was transformed into a 
formal banquet hall arrayed in white table linens, crystal vases 
with white roses and baby’s breath, and votive candles elegantly 
arranged on the tables. 

This year, over 130 students and guests were in attendance 
for the highly anticipated formal evening. Students and those 
accompanying them entered the Wellness Center retrieving 
their place cards and arranging them on the tables, while 
providing broad smiles as the camera captured memories at 
the photo booth. The evening began with a word of welcome 
by BCF Dean of Students Roger Richards and the invocation 
and blessing from retired United States Navy Captain and BCF 
Vice President for Development Charles Parker. Students were 
served each course by faculty and staff members who were 
formally trained, dressed as waiters, and volunteered their 
time to serve for the event. Following completion of the main 
course, students enjoyed a warm greeting from BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen who introduced the special guest speaker, 
Tommy Bowden, former head coach of Clemson University. 
The Wellness Center was filled with appropriate laughter as 
Bowden shared his story as a coach, an evangelical Christian, 
and encouraged students to pursue individuality and dedication 
in living out their faith in every area of their lives.

“I am genuinely thrilled about the outcome of the formal,” 
stated Event Coordinator and Baptist Collegiate Ministries 

(BCM) Director Jonah Powers. “I am thankful that students took 
the time to learn and implement the proper formal etiquette 
protocols, as these skills will be beneficial in their future. And 
I was extremely excited to have Coach Tommy Bowden for the 
evening.”

As students look forward to next year’s formal and the 
etiquette classes leading up to the event, there is little doubt 
that the formal dinners are a huge success with the students. 
According to several students, the skills learned from the formal 
evening and the etiquette classes have already proven useful in 
their personal lives and within multiple areas of ministry and 
service.

Coach Tommy Bowden former Clemson Head Coach

An Evening of Class

A HUGE Thank You to our Faculty and Staff for Serving during the Formal
 An Evening of Class.
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    During the Music and Worship Division Spring Concert, BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen recognized and congratulated Dr. Buford Cox and  
his wife, Judy, on 25 years of extraordinary service and faithfulness 
teaching at The Baptist College of Florida. Cox not only serves as the 
Music Theory and Piano Professor, but conducts the exquisite sounding 
Women’s Ensemble, and has accompanied multiple groups including, 
the Male Chorale and the BCF College Choir. He has taught courses in 
audiovisual, conducting, theory, and piano. He is always a crowd favorite 
during the Annual Faculty Recital.    

25 Years of  Faithful Service

The Baptist College of Florida
Bachelor of Arts in Music

Bachelor of Music Worship Leadership
Bachelor of Music Education

Master of Arts in Music and Worship Leadership

*An Accredited Institutional Member of the National Association of Schools of Music

Dr. Kinchen, Ms. Ruth Ann, Ms. Judy, and Dr. Cox
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On Thursday, May 4, The Baptist College of  Florida (BCF), 
touring ensembles, combined choir, and orchestra presented their 
annual Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. in the R. G. Lee Chapel. Open 
to the public, this year’s performance showcased each musical 
group’s unique sound and expertise.

The evening began with a welcome from BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen. Following Kinchen’s greeting, the BCF 
Guitar Ensemble, led by Prof. Jonathan Erp, delighted the 
audience with an arrangement by Andrew Forrest of  Mozart’s 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik. The BCF Women’s Ensemble, led by 
Prof. Buford Cox and accompanied by Ms. Lea Scott, provided 
a rousing performance of  A Choral Flourish by Linda Spevacek 
followed by the more somber Da Pacem by Charles Gounod. The 
Women’s Ensemble also captured the hearts of  the audience with 
their performances of  God of  Wonders by Joseph M. Martin and 
The Word Was God by Rosephanye Powell.

Following the Women’s Ensemble, the BCF Male Chorale, led 
by BCF Music and Worship Chair Bill Davis and accompanied by 
Ms. Kathryn Taylor, pleased the audience with their performance 
of  Glory Bound by Matt Maher with solos by Dillon Rykard and Asa 
Sellers. The Chorale continued with Joseph Linn’s arrangement of  
Just a Little Talk with Jesus by Clevant Derricks, Tune Our Hearts to Sing 
by Robert Robinson and Mary McDonald, and Camp Kirkland’s 
arrangement of  Because He Lives by Bill and Gloria Gaither. 

 After a brief  intermission, the BCF combined College Choir, 
led by Davis and accompanied by Piano Professor Angela Glover, 
dazzled the audience with their performance of  None Other Lamb 
by Jane M. Marshall with Caleb Hernandez on the cello, Prof. 
Bill Knowles directed Pie Jesu by Joseph M. Martin with James 
Clemmons on the flute and Kaitlyn Lawhorn as the Soprano 

soloist, and Cox directed A Canticle of  Blessing by David Danner, 
followed by the BCF Orchestra, Conductor Ron Branning 
accompanied by Ms. Catherine Bugg, performing the lively Danzon 
No. 2, composed by Arturo Marquez. 

Davis offered the benediction followed by the Women’s 
Ensemble choral blessing, The Lord Bless You and Keep You by John 
Rutter.

Music and Worship Division Spring Concert

Professor Jonathan Erp and the Guitar Ensemble

The Women’s Ensemble led by Dr. Buford Cox
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   The BCF Development Office is excited to announce that 
Kyle and Beverly Ellison  of Huntsville, Ala., have named 
the first classroom in the new Kinchen Center which is 
under construction (see below) in the center of the campus. 
The Kinchen Center will be the home of the BCF Teacher 
Education Division. The first named classroom will be the 
Mabel Evans Memorial Classroom. Mr. and Mrs. Ellison 
(pictured right) have visited the college numerous times 
and have elected to name the classroom in honor of Mrs. 
Ellison’s mother, Mrs. Mabel Evans, who was a long time 
financial supporter of the college.
   The Kinchen Center should be completed and ready 
for use by the 2018 Spring Semester. According to BCF 
Vice President for Development Charles Parker (far right) 
memorial plaques will be placed on the doors of every 
classroom that supporters of the college have named.

The First Classroom in the Kinchen Center  has been Named...

The Kinchen Center - Future Home of Tomorrow’s Teachers
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promotional information sent to you, please contact us at 
800.328.2660 ext. 552 or alumni@baptistcollege.edu

ALUMNI UPDATES |
Cheevers, Matt (‘89) is 
currently serving at Hodges 
Baptist Church in Hawley, TX 

and has been for the past 7 years. He and 
his wife Carolyn can be reached at 3995 
fm 605 Hawley, TX, 79525; home ph: 
325-537-4640; cell ph: 325-338-4640; 
email: matt.hbc@taylortel.net

Sheriff, Buddy (‘94) planted 
Journey Fellowship Church in 
August of 2015 in Carriere, 

MS. He and his wife, Ginger, can be 
reached at 13046 Windcrest Lane, 
Gulfport, MS 39503; ph: 601-896-
8619; email: s.buddy@gmail.com

Hill, Jim (‘99) after serving as pastor of 
Ridgecrest Baptist in Ozark, Alabama 
since September 1998, he has been called 
as the Director of Missions of the Dale 
Baptist Association. He and his wife, 
Robin, can be contacted at 237 Bradford 
Dr. Ozark, AL 36360; ph: 334-701-
1437; email: jim4robinhill@gmail.com

McGlothlin, James (‘98) has recently 
published a book: The Logiphro 
Dilemma: An Examination of the 
Relationship between God and Logic 
(Wipf & Stock, 2017). The book is 
dedicated to The Baptist College of 

Florida retired professor W. Wiley 
Richards. McGlothlin is currently 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy and 
Theology at Bethlehem College & 
Seminary in Minneapolis, MN and can 
be reached at james.mcglothlin@bcsmn.
edu

Griffin, Phyllis (‘00) was 
recently recognized for 15 years 
of service to the citizens of 

Tallahassee as a Legal Secretary in the 
City Attorney’s Office.

Brown, Mike (‘02) has served in various 
capacities in several local churches and 
even found outreach opportunities 
through the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes roots as a teacher and coach in 
Alabama and Florida. He and his wife, 
Connie, have recently retired and moved 
to Georgia. He has begun writing books, 
and Southern Fiction stories.

Diekman, Bethany (‘13) and 
her husband Matt are getting 
ready for a move to Burbank, 

CA. They can be reached at 8559 SE 
Lyons Rd Hobe Sound, FL 33455; ph: 
850-570-8867; email: bethdiekman@
gmail.com

   Flags lowered to half-staff, classes 
dismissed, administrative offices closed, 
and standing room only as family, 
friends, faculty, staff, students, and 
former church members honored Dr. 
Wiley Richards during the homecoming 
service held in the R. G. Lee Chapel at 
The Baptist College of Florida. For over 
34 years, Richards poured into the lives 
of students while he was a professor 
teaching everything from English to 
Theology and Philosophy. He loved the 
students, faculty, and staff at BBI, FBTC 
and BCF.
  Dr. Richards served as pastor 
of churches in Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, and served as 
interim pastor 51 times. One of the last 

conversations that he had was “Get me 
my shoes, I need to get up and go greet 
the congregation.” His greatest joy was 
leading people to faith in Christ, which 
he did scores of times. He married his 
high school sweetheart, the love of his 
life, Betty May Hargrave, and together 
they served the Lord faithfully for over 
64 years.
   He was never one to brag, even though 
he published five books, earned two 
PhD’s, wrote weekly Sunday School 
lessons for the Florida Baptist Witness 
for 27 years, and upon his retirement at 
BCF was awarded the title of Professor 
Emeritus which brought him great 
joy. Deeply loved, he will be forever 
missed…  

Deepest Condolences to the 
Families of:

Anne Hudspeth, passed away on 
April 30, 2017. She was 78 years old.

Michael James Wiese, passed away 
on April 9, 2017. He graduated from 
The Baptist College of Florida in 
1984.

Rev. Fred Gillis, passed away on 
October 17, 2016, after a 17-month 
battle with brain cancer. He 
graduated with his BA in Theology 
in 1997 from FBTC. He went on to 
earn two Master’s Degrees and one 
post-graduate degree from Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, 
KY. He served churches in Florida, 
Alabama, Michigan, and Kentucky, 
and was working on research for a 
lay-leaders book when he became ill. 
He is survived by his wife of 30 years, 
Desiree, and two children, Kristin 
and Jacob.
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Dr. Walter Wiley “Sweetness” Richards
June 25, 1932 - April 15, 2017

Dr. Wiley Richards Goes Home




