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Statement of Mission
The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide 
for, operate and control a program of education 
and training for Christian leaders through awarding 
certificates and associate, baccalaureate and masters 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.

To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop 
those qualities in students that contribute to effective 
ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek 
to foster a desire for knowledge; develop cultural 
awareness by introducing students to a wide range 
of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, 
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal 
and social maturity.

For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for 
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist 
students in learning and living the Christian life. In 
terms of professional growth, students are enabled to 
gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for 
ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body 
of knowledge.

At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes 
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a 
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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A LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

As I look at the cover of this issue of Echoes, I wish that 
we had “scratch and sniff ” capability. Then we could get 
that clean aroma of the greenery that is so much a part 
of this really special season. It reminds us that although 
artificial greenery may look like the real thing, there is no 
substitute for the live trees, boughs and wreaths. During 
this season especially, I hope that we are reminded that 
our Lord came and lived a perfect life as a real man and 
all God. He did not bring a substitute “religion,” but He 
brought the only means of salvation. So as we smell the 
aromas, see the sights, and hear the sounds of this season, 
I pray that we will see beyond the substitutes and find the 
real message of real life in our Real Savior.

As you read this edition of Echoes, I hope that you can 
sense some of the excitement at your Baptist College of 
Florida as a new generation of Christian leaders is stepping 
up to the challenges that are before us and getting “hands 
on” experience to accompany their excellent classroom 
instruction. I am especially grateful for our students and 
faculty who are always ready to respond by going to the 
hardest hit areas when disaster strikes. I hope that we 
will remember that too many people live in the middle of 
disastrous situations every day.

I have never been more proud of our students, faculty, 
staff and alumni than I was during the 2015 meeting of 
the Florida Baptist State Convention that was held at the 
First Baptist Church of Panama City. From our front line 
students running the Registration booth, through our 
students who did a superb job leading in musical worship, 
through our students and staff who served long hours in 
our booth, to our alumni who served as Host Pastor and 
President of the Pastor’s Conference, The Baptist College of 
Florida family was literally everywhere. One of the favorite 
sayings among folks attending conventions during recent 
years has been, “The Red Shirts are coming” referring to 
our distinctive BCF red shirts. Well, the Red Shirts were 
out in force and doing a phenomenal job at the 2015 
Convention meeting. A great big “Thank You” to all.

During their recent meeting, our Trustees approved a 
plan for long range planning and development that will help 
to move us to reach more of Florida with the top quality 
educational programs that we have offered for over seven 
decades. I have long desired to see The Baptist College 
of Florida be far more than just the college supported by 
the Florida Baptist Convention. My heart’s desire is to see 
us become the Heart College of Florida Baptists. We are 
here to provide to all of Florida Baptists the very finest 
Christian education that is Christ Centered, Bible Based, 
and Affordable, all within a Family Atmosphere. The 
Baptist College of Florida loves Florida Baptists. We want 
to be worthy of your love and trust as the Heart College of 
Choice for all of your educational needs.

We are praying, planning and building for the future, 
because the future is right now! We have no time to waste 
or delay. So, let’s take a few moments to Celebrate the 
Season, and then let’s move forward Serving the Reason for 
All Seasons.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President

BCF Students register messengers, visitors, and exhibitors at the Florida 
Baptist State Convention.
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We have been flooded five times before this but this is the 
worst. I don’t know if we can keep going through this!” 

That was the sentiment The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
students were confronted with when they arrived at a home near 
Charleston, South Carolina to assist with disaster relief efforts. 
On Sunday, October 18, twelve students with excused absences 
in hand, one staff member and one professor loaded a bus to 
join other Florida Baptist volunteers already serving in the 
Summerville, SC area, just north of Charleston. Florida Baptist 
Disaster Relief (FBDR) had been asked to establish a command 
center and operate in that area of the extensive flooding in 
South Carolina as a result of Hurricane Joaquin. Once the call 
to respond was issued to all of FBDR volunteers, David Coggins, 
Associate Professor of Leadership and Christian Education at 
The Baptist College of Florida and the Region 1 Coordinator for 
Clean Up and Recovery, knew this was the opportunity to serve 
that he had been talking to students about in class and around 
campus. So with a solid list of volunteers and a brief training 
session conducted for students was completed, the collegiate 
group from Graceville was ready to respond.

For many of the BCF students, this was the first time to ever be 
involved in this type of ministry. For students who participated 
in the disaster relief training, this was the first time they were 
given the opportunity to use that training. Two of the students 
that were trained and were able to use their training, are part 
of a class being taught for the first time since being added to 
the college curriculum in disaster relief. “I am excited about 
this class and the opportunity for students to get the hands-on 

ministry experience. One thing about disaster relief training, 
once you receive the training you hope to get the opportunity 
to use, but then you know that if you do someone is hurting. 
I wasn’t expecting to get real ministry experience this quickly 
in the class, but I am glad that our students were prepared and 
ready when the call came,” stated Coggins referring to the new 
disaster relief class.

During the week of service, the students had the opportunity 
to serve alongside DR volunteers from all over Florida. There 
was nothing but praise for the hard work of the BCF students 
from FBDR volunteer blue hats that led the units’ work. During 
the unit leader meetings each night, Coggins heard glowing 
praise from other unit leaders about the work of BCF students. 
Coggins said he came away feeling that Florida Baptist Disaster 
Relief loves BCF college students, and for that he is very grateful. 
“This is a work in progress between the college and FBDR to 
get our students trained, credentialed appropriately, and then 
deployed to serve with a college unit or with other units in the 
state. We are making great steps toward building confidence 
among Florida Baptists that college students do have the desire 
and can be trusted to be given work assignments and ministry 
opportunities and will be faithful to complete those.” Delton 
Beall, State Director for Florida Baptist Disaster Relief said, 
“Disaster relief ministries is about making a difference in times 
of crisis and college students who get involved in disaster relief 
ministry learn life lessons that shape their hearts and minds for 
the rest of their life. Disaster relief gives a platform for students 
to engage their world in real life situations to extend the love of 

BCF DISASTER RELIEF TEAM 
TRAVELS TO S.C.

“
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On December 3, 2015, three BCF students, Jeremy 
Meetze, Alainna Davis, and Daniel Forester, 

completed the Disaster Relief course offered by David 
Coggins, BCF Associate Professor of Leadership and 
Christian Education. The semester long course is the 
first of it’s kind offered at BCF. The course introduces 
students to the work of Southern Baptist and Florida 
Baptist Disaster Relief Ministries. Along with in-depth 
class instruction, students recieved field instruction and 
hands on training. Having completed the course, these 
students have been credentialed in the Disaster Relief 
Ministry through the Florida Baptist Convention to 
serve as Disaster Relief Unit Volunteers.

God. I believe experiences in serving will shape their ministry 
mindset for the future and strengthen the local churches they 
serve. I am grateful for the leadership of The Baptist College 
of Florida in equipping and calling upon their students to be 
difference makers through the ministry of disaster relief.”

This response by the students from BCF is just the beginning 
of service through FBDR for the college. “I don’t want this to 
just be a one-time experience,” stated Coggins. “I want this to 
be the beginning of a lifetime of practical ministry involvement 
that takes students outside the walls of the church and into 
their communities and across the country and world to serve 
others. I want our students that have a heart for this kind of 
ministry to have an opportunity to receive training and then be 
ready to serve when the next opportunity comes. I am grateful 
for our BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen who responded 
with an affirming yes when asked if we could take students. 
This ministry does and will continue to make a difference in 
people’s lives across the country and I want our students to have 
an opportunity to be part of that. I am also thankful for Florida 
Baptists’ in their acceptance of our students and seeing them as 
vital and trusted members of a disaster response team.”

According to Coggins, students had the opportunity to get 
firsthand experience with disaster relief. BCF student Michelle 
Clamser said, “Tearing down cabinets, sheet rock and pulling 
out carpets takes a lot of energy. The smell of mold can be 
unbearable, but knowing you are helping someone, that’s 
priceless.” Student JR Southard also stated, “I was stretched and 
my heart was truly broken for the survivors of the flooding in 

South Carolina. I was shocked by the damage that water causes 
and broken by the trust that our homeowners had to allow us to 
come in and work in their homes. I enjoyed the fellowship with 
my peers as we ministered together and this trip really opened 
my eyes and heart to disaster relief. I cannot wait to play my 
part in serving people through disaster relief efforts in the near 
future.”

The students collectively helped 15 families get closer to 
recovery and back in their homes during the four days they 
were working. The group had the opportunity to answer the 
overreaching question, “Why are you here?” by sharing their 
faith and hope that is in Christ. The group was able to pray with 
homeowners and once the work was completed they left a Bible 
with each family signed by the volunteers as a reminder that 
God sent someone to help them in a time of need and shared 
Christ with them. “That is really what it is all about, hope!” 
stated Coggins. The group encountered a man whose home had 
been flooded five times. He had a sense of hopelessness and 
dread. “When the group left, in both he and his wife’s voice and 
demeanor, there was a sense of hope and hopefulness that maybe 
things would soon be back to normal,” noted Coggins. This 
is what the students at The Baptist College of Florida learned 
and will continue to contribute to the Florida and the Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief. There is hope and they will offer that in 
real and practical ways as they commit to a lifetime of service in 
this ministry and through their churches.

BCF STUDENTS COMPLETE
FIRST DISASTER RELIEF COURSE

Florida Baptist Disaster Relief Director, Delton Beall (left), welcomes 
BCF students, Jeremy Meetze, Alainna Davis, and Daniel Forester, to the 
DR team. Dr. David Coggins (right) taught the semester long course.
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Rows from Bottom to Top
First Row: Michelle Raffield, Jessica Brown, Erin Watson, Jenna Morris, Alainna Davis, Kimberly Yates, Rhonda Mullins, Heather Simmons
Second Row: Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, Korey Morrow, Ashton Rickman, Joshua Wilhoit, William Combs, Joshua Barkley, Jeffrey Basford, William Blount, 
Adam Toub, Peter Hennis, Daniel Rodabaugh, Leah Calhoun, Dr. Robin Jumper
Third Row: Kevin McGaffigan, M. Johnston Clement IV, Cameron Diamond, Jacob Wimberly, Calvin Booth, Justin Mason, Caleb Carmichael, Brian Pierce, 
Thomas Brown
Fourth Row: Kevin Greene, Justin Toffolio, Ryan Pickwick, Nicholas Bishop, Terry Mills, Justin Jackson, Robert Figley, Nigil Todd

Dr. Thomas Kinchen recognized BCF Senior 
(‘15) Justin Toffolio for winning the Presidential 
Excellence in Preaching Award for the fall semester. 
Toffolio was presented with a Minister’s Bible 
and given the opportunity to preach in chapel on 
Tuesday, December 1.

The day before rehearsal, graduating senior Andy Davis, accompanied 
by his wife Melodee, drove 6 hours to participate in graduation, but on the 
way experienced some health concerns and was hospitalized keeping him 
from fulfilling that dream of walking across the stage and receiving his 
degree. According to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, Davis worked 
way too hard and drove way too far to not have his dream become a reality.  
So with Davis’ diploma in hand and all of the rights and privileges afforded 
a college president, Kinchen traveled to the hospital and confirmed Davis’ 
degree immediately following the actual ceremony held on campus.  
Congratulations Andy! 

PRESIDENTIAL EXCELLENCE IN 
PREACHING AWARD

FULFILLING DREAMS DESPITE DIFFICULTIES

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2015!



7   WINTER 2015

baptistcollege.edu

Joshua Barkley
Winter Garden, FL

Ryan Pickwick
Bonifay, FL

Justin Toffolio
Chipley, FL

Caleb Carmichael
Alachua, FL

Peter Hennis
Titusville, FL

Jeffrey Basford
Greenwood, FL

Brian Pierce
Pensacola, FL

Adam Toub
Jacksonville, FL

M. Johnston Clement
Graceville, FL

Justin Jackson
Westville, FL

Nicholas Bishop
Tallahassee, FL

Michelle Raffield
Gulf Breeze, FL

Erin Watson
Graceville, FL

William Combs
High Springs, FL

Justin Mason
Graceville, FL

William Blount IV
Dothan, AL

Ashton Rickman
Graceville, FL

Joshua Wilhoit
Headland, AL

Alainna Davis
Highland Home, AL

Kevin McGaffigan
Winter Haven, FL

Calvin Booth
Hawthorne, FL

Daniel Rodabaugh
Middleburg, FL

Jacob Wimberly
Dothan, AL

Cameron Diamond
Marianna, FL

Andy Davis
Avon Park, FL

Terry Mills
Andalusia, AL

Jessica Brown
Headland, AL

Heather Simmons
Elba, AL

Kimberly Yates
Slocomb, AL

Robert Figley
Silver Springs, FL

Jenna Morris
Tallahassee, FL

Thomas Brown
Headland, AL

Nigil Todd
Chattanooga, TN

Not Pictured: Rocky Monk Jr.; Angela Conley; Cheryl Hall; Megan Guajardo

Kevin Greene
Bartow, FL

Rhonda Mullins
Enterprise, AL
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The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) President Thomas A. Kinchen 
extended a personal invitation to the entire community to attend 

the official Grand Opening Ceremony of the new state-of-the-art 
dining facility, the Deese Center, on November 17. The grand opening 
celebration included acknowledging the building completion and 
publicly announcing the facility as “open for business” during this time 
of reflection and giving thanks for all of the hard work poured into the 
elegant dining center.

The Deese Center is named in honor and memory of Ty Deese by 
his parents, George and Glenda Deese, who are not only generous but 
gracious supporters of The Baptist College of Florida. An intimate 
gathering of family and close friends was held on October 30, dedicating 
the Deese Center and recognizing the Deese family. At the dedication 
ceremony, Kinchen emphatically proclaimed, “We will feed the people 
in this place so that they will go out and feed the hearts in the little 
churches at the crossroads, and the great cathedrals in the cities...”

The completion of the Deese Center is one of several milestones 
reached in the college’s aggressive 20/20 Vision. In May 2013, the Board 
of Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida unanimously approved the 
president’s Master Plan for the redevelopment and expansion of the 
Graceville campus known as the 20/20 Vision. The plan for the campus 
will provide BCF with additional classrooms, new student housing, 
versatile meeting spaces, and technology centers supporting a growing 
and diverse student body.

Meals are available in the Deese Center, with selections ranging from 
chicken fingers to the best fine-dining options imaginable. Please make 
plans to tour the new facility including the banquet room which is the 
new home of the “Glory of God” art collection.

A large crowd gathered around Dr. & Mrs. Kinchen and 
Valley Representatives for the Deese Center ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

GRAND OPENING OF 
THE BCF DEESE CENTER
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What will be remembered is the legacy we leave behind for 
Christian generations to come.

There are many ways to make a lasting impact on The Baptist 
College of Florida campus and at the same time pay tribute to 
a family member, a deceased loved one, an influential Christian 
leader, a beloved professor, a military family member who paid 
the ultimate price in service of their country, or honor a special 
person in your life.

Naming opportunities available on campus at this time 
are almost too numerous to mention. They include future 
buildings, current classrooms, tiered lecture halls, laboratories, 
library rooms, athletic fields, gym rooms,  outdoor theater, 
administrative and faculty offices, benches, memorial trees, 
fountains, endowed chairs, departments, named professorships, 
endowed faculty positions, scholarships, dean’s chair, lecture 
series and Presidential scholarships.

Naming opportunities begin with $10,000 as a minimum and 
can be paid in lump sum or over an agreed period of time. The 
name proposed will be forwarded to the President of the college 
who will negotiate any unforeseen obstacles.  

For more information on naming opportunities, call Charles 
Parker at 800-328-2660, extension 469 or email crparker@
baptistcollege.edu.

Dr. Kinchen will be the first to tell you that he does not like 
to call it “The Kinchen Center,” except to honor Mrs. Ruth Ann. 
The future Teacher Education building has been dedicated to 
the Kinchen’s through a Resolution of Appreciation adopted by 
the BCF Trustees on May 14, 2015.

Memorial Bricks
The Memorial Bricks will line the walkway between the 

Student Monument and the Wellness Center.  Memorial 
bricks can be purchased to honor or remember those who 
have been special to us.  Bricks cost $100 with up to three 
lines available to honor names, dates, or text choice.  

To purchase bricks or for more information, call Jan 
Martin at 800-328-2660, ext 416.

The completion of the Deese Center marks another 
milestone toward the BCF 20/20 Vision. Our 
desire to provide students with top of the line 
facilities begins in the heart’s of God’s people. As we 
continue the pursuit of training the next greatest 
generation of Christian leaders, please pray how 
the Lord would have you to support our efforts in 
“Changing the World Through the Unchanging 
Word.®”

BUILDING PLANS FOR:
“THE KINCHEN CENTER”
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There were over five hundred people that attended The 
Baptist College of Florida’s (BCF) annual Holiday Heritage 

Festival held on Friday, November 20, where guests were greeted 
by melodious sounds and warm smiles ushering in the holiday 
season. Many festival guests enjoyed the annual Christmas 
Musical “A Festive Christmas” earlier in the day before strolling 
through the village admiring the decorations and the old-
fashioned surroundings. The historic buildings were filled 
with treasures as artisans came to display their handiwork and 
creative skills. Flawless sown quilts, intricately designed pottery, 
crafted wood carvings and paintings, detailed stone sculptures 
and fashioned candles, and the expertise of a true blacksmith 
added the perfect ambiance combined with buggy rides and the 
sweet smell of cane syrup brewing.

The award winning gospel duo Mercy Revealed performed 
several musical selections throughout the afternoon, as well as 
students from the BCF Music and Worship Division providing 

just the right amount of enjoyable entertainment. Students 
in the BCF Teacher Education Division escorted elementary 
school students through the village explaining the significance 
of the historic buildings and providing some fun activities just 
for them in the old log cabin.

Adding to the warmth of the traditional holiday gathering, 
containers of hot apple cider and galvanized tubs filled with 
bottled water were available throughout the village at no charge. 
The event was complete with delicious homemade chili, ham 
biscuits, hot dogs, chicken purlieu, and goodies baked by 
the faculty and staff wives raising over $1900 to go into the 
scholarship fund.

Special thanks to the BCF Development Office for coordinating 
the Heritage Festival and making sure village guests experience 
the significance of remembering the past and making memories 
for the future.

A BEAUTIFUL DAY MARKS BCF 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

BCF Student Josh Barkley serves free hot 
apple cider as the BCF Male Chorale performs 
in the background.

A crowd favorite, the BCF Jazz Band, plays 
some familiar Christmas classics at the 
Holiday Heritage Festival.

BCF Teacher Education students escorted groups of elementary 
students throughout the village, explaining the significance of 
the historic buildings. Below is a group of students following the 
instruction of  TEP Student Rebecca Talley.



11   WINTER 2015

baptistcollege.edu

On Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. and then again 
on Friday, November 20 at 9:30 a.m., the Music and 

Worship Division of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville presented their annual Christmas musical entitled 
“A Festive Christmas.” Directed and arranged by BCF Music 
and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis, the BCF College 
Choir and Orchestra, Guitar Ensemble, Women’s Ensemble, 
Male Chorale, College Singers, distinguished music faculty, 
and the technical team made the extraordinary program 
truly unforgettable.

This year’s performance was extremely exceptional as the 
Music and Worship Division showcased a variety of musical 
styles with performers and instrumentalists delighting the 
audience with traditional Christmas favorites and humorous 
holiday jingles. “A Festive Christmas” featured 18 different 
musical selections performed and narrated by BCF students 
and faculty, as well as an impressive rendition of “Christmas 
Song” performed by accomplished musician Bob Snyder 
and Guitar Professor Jay Erp. The festive music selections 
stretched throughout the Christmas genre including old-
fashioned masterpieces, foreign language compositions, 
and an original score entitled “The Meaning of Christmas” 
composed by BCF students Nigil Todd, Austin Brinkley, and 
Robert Fletcher.

The BCF Wellness Center was filled to capacity as The Music 
and Worship Division presented their annual Christmas 
musical. The performance was a wonderful reminder and 
celebration of the true meaning of Christmas as members 
of the community and the BCF family joined together to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.

1. Dr. Davis, Chair of the Music & Worship Division 
2. BCF Senior, Kevin Greene narrates, “‘Twas the Night 

Before Christmas” 
3. Women’s Ensember performs “A Canine Christmas 

Concerto”
4. The BCF College Choir
5. Guitar Ensemble II plays “A Christmas Medley.”

BCF PRESENTS
“A FESTIVE CHRISTMAS”

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

1. 2.

3.

4.

5.

WINTER 2015 11

The Administration, faculty, students, and staff of The 
Baptist College of Florida wish for you God’s richest 

blessings during the Christmas season.
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On November 8-10, representatives from The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville took part in the 

Florida Baptist Pastor’s Conference and the Florida Baptist State 
Convention held at the First Baptist Church in Panama City. 
The theme for this year’s annual meeting was “Moving Forward” 
with a strong focus on moving forward in faith, in unity, and in 
mission.

Messengers, exhibitors, and visitors attending the 2015 
convention were greeted by the smiling faces of the BCF 
students serving in the registration area as they verified 
credentials and registered those in attendance. BCF graduate 
Mike Orr, 2015 President of the Pastor’s Conference and Senior 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Chipley, presided over the 
Pastor’s Conference selecting powerful speakers and worship 
leaders encapsulating the theme mandate of being “Faithful 
To Be Fruitful.” BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen delivered 
one of the sermons in which he challenged those in attendance 
to embrace “Ministry in the Middle” as a pivotal role in a 
preoccupied society and perverse society. Students on the main 
campus in Graceville were able to hear Kinchen preach as the 
conference was streamed “live” in the R. G. Lee Chapel. Students 
also gathered in the chapel to pray for convention leaders and 
pastors attending the conference and BCF Praise Teams led 
worship during the Monday afternoon session.

Messengers and guests were led in worship during the 
Tuesday morning session by the BCF combined College Choir 
under the direction of Music and Worship Division Chair 
Bill Davis. After a brief video presentation entitled “Forward 
Focused” illustrating how The Baptist College of Florida is 
focused on moving forward by growing and equipping the next 

greatest generation of Christian leaders, Kinchen addressed 
the convention and provided the BCF report. The President 
emphasized the fact that “BCF is the college for all Florida 
Baptists who are focused on moving forward, unified to carry out 
our Lord’s Great Commission to the state which represents the 
greatest mission field in America. In BCF, Florida Baptists have 
a college that is Christ Centered, Bible Based, Unapologetically 
Evangelistic, Conscientiously Conservative, and steeped in a 
Family Atmosphere while remaining one of the most affordable 
Baptist colleges in America. The Baptist College of Florida is in 
the world but not of it, remembers its past in order to embrace 
its future, and retains its central focus of “Changing the World 
Through the Unchanging Word®.”

For BCF students and faculty, the convention was nothing less 
than a family reunion with the Lord as the focus and serving 
Him as the theme. Not only were BCF students registering 
messengers, manning the exhibit booth, and leading during 
several worship sessions, but BCF alumni occupied pivotal 
roles in hosting and leading the convention such as alumni 
Craig Conner and Mike Orr. BCF graduate Joel Breidenbaugh 
was elected to succeed Orr as the new President of the Pastor’s 
Conference and at the Chaplain’s Conference, BCF had twelve 
graduates serving as chaplains with alumnus Frank Keller 
honored as “Chaplain of the Year.”

Championing the cooperative spirit for Kingdom ministry, 
the entire convention was encouraging and exciting under the 
leadership of the new Executive Director-Treasurer Tommy 
Green. Strong convention leadership offered hope and support 
to the undeniable mission of The Baptist College of Florida of 
“Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®.”

BCF “FORWARD FOCUSED” AT
FLORIDA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION
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of Music/Education at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Church in Tuscaloosa, AL. His 
wife, Kathy, also retired as Director 
of Curriculum and Instruction for 
Tuscaloosa County Schools. They 
can be reached at 4820 Copper Loop 
Road, Northport, AL 35473; email: 
scott3113rd@gmail.com

Onarecker-Wood, Anita (’82) has 
finished writing the account of Dick 
Onarecker, pastor of Don Piper (“90 
Minutes in Heaven”), concerning 
his life and ministry. That book is 
entitled, “Divine Appointment: Our 
Journey to the Bridge”. She and her 
husband, Ed, can be reached at 22822 
Fritz Lane, Spring, TX 77389; email: 
awood95585@aol.com; ph: 281-350-
3773

Lampp, Kent (’85) resigned from 
Bethel Baptist Church in Poplar 
Springs, FL, after serving there for 
over 16 years. He now serves the same 
area of Holmes Baptist Association as 
their Director of Missions. He and his 
wife, Esther, can be reached at 1301 
Hwy 173, Graceville, FL 32440; email: 
kent.lampp@gmail.com; ph: 850-
263-7727

Hood, Gary (’86) has served as a 
Pastor and bible teacher for several 
years. He has just released his first 
book: Divorce Hurts, God Heals. 
He may be contacted by email: 
brogarylh60@gmail.com

Alain, Joe (’91) began 
his new position 
as Senior Pastor 

of Carrollwood Baptist Church in 
Tampa, FL, on November 8, 2015. 
Please keep the Alain family in your 
prayers. Recently they lost their son 
(21 yrs old) in a tragic work related 
accident. He leaves behind his wife 
and a newborn baby. Joe, and his 
wife, Rhonda, can be reached at 5407 
Ehrlich Road, Tampa, FL 33625; 
email: In2Grace@aol.com; ph: 225-
788-0167

Buckner, Clay (’06) 
is currently serving 
at Tahlequah First 

Indian Baptist Church as a Deacon 
and Assistant Discipleship Director 
with Pastor Steve Osage. He can 
be reached at 22734 S. 494 Road, 
Tahlequah, OK 74464; email: clay-
buckner@cherokee.org; ph: 918-414-
5047

McLure, Rebekah (’07) is currently 
the Worship Ministry Assistant under 
Pastor Steve Chambers at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Dothan, AL. She 
also teaches voice, piano, and violin. 
She and her husband, Brandon, can 
be reached at 105 Lawrenceburg 
Court, Dothan, AL 36305; email: 
rebekah.faircloth@yahoo.com; ph: 
334-790-5307

Minter, Jason 
(’11) is currently 
serving at Covenant 

Presbyterian Church in Sharon, PA, 
as their Pastor since 2014. He and his 
wife, Rachel, can be reached at 686 
Christy Road, Hermitage, PA 16148; 
email: minterj@gmail.com; ph: 724-
732-2533

Lain, John “JJ” (’13) and Ashley (’14) 
announce the birth of their son, 
John Keoni Lain. Keoni was born on 
November 9, at 11:15 am, weighing 
6 lbs. 13 oz. JJ is the guy who makes 
the Echoes look pretty and types in 
the alumni updates, among other 
Marketing things at BCF, but he is 
also serving as the Student Minister 
at Shiloh Baptist Church in Chipley, 
FL. Ashley has taken on the role of 
a stay-at-home mommy. They can 
be reached at 1157 Sanders Avenue 
Apt. 28, Graceville, FL 32440; email: 
jj.shiloh@gmail.com

Sheila McInnis passed away October 
2 in Navarre, FL, after a 3-year 
battle with cancer. Her husband, 
Dr. John McInnis, has been serving 
as Adjunct Professor in the area of 
Leadership and Christian Education 
since 2009.

Long, David (’58) 
wants Echoes readers 
to know that 57 years 

later he still firmly believes in the 
mission of The Baptist College of 
Florida. He has two ministries in 
separate locations. Previously, he lived 
in Bainbridge, GA, at Riverside Place 
Assisted Living. To this day, he calls 
to coordinate a worship service every 
Tuesday at 9:30 am. More recently, he 
moved to Savanah Court of Lakeland 
to be closer to family. There, he holds 
a spiritual service every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 10:30 am. He can be 
reached by calling 863-816-1155

Jackson, James (’63) 
and his wife, Linda 
(’63), are members 

of First Presbyterian Church in 
Spartanburg, SC. They can be reached 
at 612 Amesbury Lane, Spartansburg, 
SC 29301; email: jimjackson1941@
gmail.com; ph: 864-764-1240

Collins, Johnny (’77) 
became Pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church 

in Louisville, MS, after serving 22 
years as Pastor of Neshoba Baptist 
Church in Union, MS. He can 
be reached at 108 Tremont Way 
Madison, MS 39110; ph: 601-416-
3154

Hilliker, Scott (’82) 
recently retired after 
30 years as Minister 
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