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Statement of Mission
  The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the context of 
a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, operate and control 
a program of education and training for Christian leaders through 
awarding certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.
  To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities 
in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area of 
personal growth, we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; develop 
cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide range of 
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and 
use information; and promote personal and social maturity.
  For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining biblical 
and religious data; we also assist students in learning and living the 
Christian life. In terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge. 
  At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward ministry 
and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the Southern 
Baptist heritage.

From the 
           President...

Dear Friends,
 As I write to you we are experiencing an absolutely marvelous week 
on campus at The Baptist College of Florida. It is the first week of a new 
semester.  New students are arriving and getting settled in for the first time 
while the “old timers” are settling back into their routine.  There is an ex-
citement on campus that is contagious.  I truly wish that each of you could 
be here to experience it.  This is a very special semester in that it is the be-
ginning of our 70th Academic Session which we are calling our Platinum 
Jubilee.  When I look around today, I cannot help but think about those 
five other presidents, hundreds of faculty and thousands of students who 
have begun the first 69 sessions. They were different folks with the same 
purpose of preparing new generations of leaders for “Changing the World 
through the Unchanging Word.®”
 Our folks have been busy on the mission field and in the classroom. 
As you read this edition of Echoes you will note the priority on missions 
remains in the forefront of our work. Please pay special attention to the 
special events in this issue. Let me extend to you a personal invitation to 
join us for any or all of these. You are always welcome at BCF! 
 I am truly excited to announce the approval of our new Master of Arts 
in Music and Worship Leadership. For decades we have trained outstand-
ing worship leaders and other musicians.  This new degree will afford them 
the opportunity to receive the same top quality education at the graduate 
level.
 Work is progressing on the Wellness Center on campus. When com-
pleted, this center will afford the BCF community an outstanding place for 
exercise, recreation and competition.
 Our Lord continues to bless The Baptist College of Florida in fantastic 
ways. Please pray for us, come to see us, recommend students to us, and 
support us through your contributions. Together we are celebrating the first 
70 years, and together we anticipate the future.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President
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Development

Mr. Charles Parker
Vice President of Development

ould it not be a wonderful thing to tune into our favor-
ite news program and hear some really good economic 
news and not some political guesswork or a commercial 
funded by a political action committee?  Everyone in 
our country regardless of political persuasion knows we 
are hurting financially.  Your Baptist College has felt the 

sting of cutbacks from the Cooperative Program, churches and individual donors.  The 
young students suffering from this time of financial retreat include over 50% of our 
enrollment that must receive financial aid from the college in order to stay in school.  
When there are no funds available there is little you can do when your demands ex-
ceeds the amount you are able to provide.  We trust our Lord, but we also know that 
God usually answers through His people. Please join us in prayer for this great need 
and ask about stepping up during these critical times with your support.  You will be 
helping many deserving students stay at BCF.

W
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On the occasion of our 
70th Anniversary 
and in conjunction 
with the grand open-
ing of our new Well-
ness Center, we will 
be paving the walk-

way from the Wellness Center to the 
Memorial located at the flagpole.
 Please join with us in recognizing those 
special loved ones, family members, friends, 
pastors, churches, professors, Sunday school 
teachers, deacons, missionaries, and co-
workers who have impacted your  life  by plac-
ing a commemorative brick on the walkway. 

70th Anniversary
Commemorative Bricks…

For more information on how you can participate, 
please contact the Development Office at 800-328-2660 (ext. 416).

In Memory of...

In Honor of...

In Recognition of...

In Celebration of...
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In Recognition of...
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The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Gracev-
ille is pleased to announce approval from the 
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools to offer a Mas-
ter of Arts in Music and Worship Leadership. 
 Beginning in January, BCF will be 
offering the new thirty semester hour Mas-

ter of Arts degree in Music and Worship Leadership for wor-
ship pastors, ministers of music, and other Christian musicians 
and leaders who desire to reach that next level of educational 
expertise. “I am extremely excited about this opportunity to as-
sist in the training of today’s and tomorrow’s worship lead-
ers,” stated BCF Music and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis. 
 According to Davis, the new graduate degree is offered in a 
hybrid format where students will have the opportunity to con-
tinue their studies without relocating to the Graceville campus. 
Davis indicated that the graduate degree in music and worship 
includes two components: worship theology and leadership, 
and musical skills for worship leadership. Students can expect 
to gain a deeper understanding of biblical worship, worship his-
tory, as well as the skills necessary to develop a philosophy for 
worship within vocal pedagogy, choral conducting, drama, and 
technology. “The entire program will focus on the needs of the 
next generation of music and worship leaders,” stated Davis, 
“while at the same time being firmly rooted in biblical principles.”

BCF Adds Second Master’s:

    “The new Master of Arts in Music and Worship Leadership represents both a great step for the College and a great oppor-
tunity for individuals seeking to gain greater skills in worship leadership.  For decades The Baptist College of Florida has 
trained some of the finest musicians and worship leaders to be found in churches across the country.  Our graduates read-
ily find places of service and provide great honor to our Lord.  This degree will allow them and others to build on the skills 
that they have acquired while continuing to serve in the local church or other location.  I am delighted that the degree is 
“ministry friendly” so that students do not have to relocate to the campus.  The program provides a great mix of music and 
worship training so that we have a solid base of skills and theology.  Through the blessings of our Lord, Florida Baptists, 
and other friends, The Baptist College of Florida continues to expand a top quality program of Christ centered, Bible based 
higher education.”

- Thomas Kinchen,  President

Master of Arts in Music 
                                  and Worship Leadership

Master of Arts in 
Music and Worship 

Leadership

***
Core Requirements 

(21 Hours)
Electives (6 Hours)
Capstone Projects

 (3 Hours)
Total (30 Hours)

Call today for more information...
       800-328-2660 or 850-263-3261 (ext. 460)
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BCF Opens Two New Distance Sites
                              Central Florida and Panama City

Tim Euler
Central Florida

First Baptist Church of Central Florida
Central Florida Christian Academy

700 Good Homes Road
Orlando, FL 32818

Church Phone: (407)-850-2322
Academy Phone: (407)-293-4571
Email: timeuler@cfcaeagles.edu

Kenric Conway
Panama City

Family of God Baptist Church
901 East Business Highway 98

Panama City, FL 32401
Church Phone:(850)-769-4021

Email: kconway@baptistcollege.edu

arning a ministry degree from the comfort of home or having the oppor-
tunity to attend classes just around the corner is becoming more common 
than ever. In meeting that challenge, The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville continues to expand degree opportunities for men and wom-
en preparing for areas of leadership and service. By increasing the num-

ber of courses available online and opening two additional distance site locations (Central 
Florida in Orlando and Panama City), The Baptist College of Florida degree programs fit the 
busy lifestyle of today’s learners.
 BCF’s extensive and innovative online delivery system and multiple distance site 
locations provide students with the opportunity to reach their lifelong educational goals with-
out having to relocate. In addition to the degree programs offered online, courses are avail-
able through the First Baptist Church of Central Florida in Orlando, Family of God Baptist 
Church located in Panama City, First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, First Baptist Church in 
Orlando, and Olive Baptist Church in Pensacola.
 Currently, students can earn an Associate of Divinity degree, Bachelor of Arts in 
Ministry Studies or Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies completely online or at one of the 
distance sites. Students can also take the theological classes and general education courses 
required for other degrees that are offered through the Graceville campus. 

E
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BCF Summer Missions:

Alan Cox is currently a 
missions major in his last 
semester at BCF. This 
summer he served as a 
missionary intern with 
the Indian Gospel League 
(IGL) in southern India 

for eight weeks. Alan’s job consisted of assist-
ing short-term teams with their stay in India and 
in their fieldwork. He taught basic English and 
communication skills at IGL’s main office as 
well as in their community college. Alan had 
the opportunity to accompany pastors from lo-
cal churches as they visited church members, 
where he was able to pray and lead in short de-
votions. “IGL gave me the opportunity to lead 
devotions with a group of 18 college men ev-
ery morning and afternoon during the week.”

BCF alumnus and cur-
rent graduate student 
Philip Horvath spent 
seven weeks in Co-
lumbia beside IMB 
Missionaries “story-
ing” unreached peo-

ple groups and mobilizing believers to 
take the Gospel further into the jungle.

Every morning the team worked on the pastor’s house which in-
cluded removing the roof of the house, stacking shingles, chip-
ping stucco off of the walls on the inside and outside, and hauling 
all the debris to a tractor trailer. During the afternoons, the Cuba 
team conducted a VBS for approximately 150 kids in which Bible 
lessons were taught, songs were sung loudly, games were played, 
and love was shared. During the evening, the team held worship 

services which included worship music, preaching, testimonies, and special music.  

Cuba

“It’s not about the adventure, but about the 
people who need to hear the Gospel.”

“I’m not sure music is the 
universal language, but a 
smile, a kindness shown, a 
hug, a gift given in humil-
ity, well, those things trans-
late really well,” expressed 
Davis as he reflected on in-
teractions of the trip. 

IndIa

CoLumBIA

NICaragua
In May, three BCF students, 

Brett Lamberth, Jon Mi-
chael Thompson and his 
wife Brittany partnered 
with Chosen People In-
ternational and traveled 
to Nicaragua. They did 

street evangelism, preached and held 
worship services. While traveling 
to a house to share the Gospel, they 
stopped on the side of the road to 
talk to a drug addict and a young girl. 
They both made decisions to follow 
Christ! They are planning and praying 
to return to Nicaragua in December. Maggie Hudson worked with Glob-

al Youth Ministry this summer as 
a member of their travel team. 
She served as a camp staffer at 
Laguna Beach Christian Retreat, 
Cohutta Springs Conference 
Center, Shocco Springs in Tal-

ladega, AL, YMCA in Blue Ridge, NC, and Windermere 
Baptist Conference Center in Roach, Missouri.

USA
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BCF Welcomes New...
...Students

A t the beginning of each semester, there 
is an abundance of excitement on The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) campus 
as new students arrive beginning a new 
chapter in their lives. Cars once crammed 
full of treasures are unpacked, dorms 
come to life, and friendships that will last 

a lifetime are established. 
     The new students of the Fall 2012 semester gathered for 
orientation on August 9th to learn more about what it means to 
be a student at BCF as they were instructed on policies, proce-
dures and requirements. The incoming class was able to wor-
ship together in a special chapel service featuring BCF Presi-
dent Thomas Kinchen, as well as meet their advisors, become 
more acquainted with the campus, and register for classes.
      Among the flock of new students, William “Lewis” Good-
man IV is excited to join the BCF family as he follows the 
legacy of his Grandpa (William Lewis Goodman II) , Father 
(William Lewis Goodman III), and two older sisters (Ashley 
Goodman and Rachel Goodman Lauen).  
      “I can see the love of God in this school and I truly felt led 
to come here,” stated Goodman who felt a call into the ministry 
at age 16. Lewis is pursuing a Bachelor of Music degree in 
Contemporary Worship Ministry.
       Goodman is one of the many students who have come to 
BCF to prepare for areas of ministry, music, business leader-
ship, Christian counseling, missions, history and social stud-
ies, English, and education. Please pray for our new students as 
they follow the Lord in continuing their education. 

BCF Registrar Stephanie Orr makes sure 
new students understand the forms.

Lewis Goodman, pictured with the guitar, is a freshman at BCF and 
pursuing a Bachelor of Music in Contemporary Worship Ministry.
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...Faculty

...Staff

The Music and Worship Division at BCF is pleased to welcome Bill 
Knowles as the newest faculty member for the Fall 2012 semester.  
Knowles and his wife Diana come from Chattanooga, TN., where he 
taught at Tennessee Temple University since 2006. Prior to teaching 
at Temple, Knowles taught at Philadelphia Biblical University and 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
     Knowles received his undergraduate degree in music from Sam-

ford University in Birmingham, Ala., in 1980, and his master’s degree at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas in 1983. After serving as Minister of 
Music at Myrtle Grove Baptist Church in Pensacola, Fla., and then Westside Baptist 
Church in Gainesville, Knowles felt called to further his education and teach music. 
He began his teaching career as an adjunct voice professor while a doctoral student 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and received his Doctorate in Musical Arts 
in 2003. 
     In addition to teaching voice lessons, Knowles will be teaching the other voice re-
lated BCF courses to include Anatomy and Physiology of the Vocal Mechanism, Sight 
Singing, Vocal  Pedagogy, and Diction.
     “I have always had a high opinion of BCF and its academic expectations,” stated 

Charlotte Ward
Assistant Director
of Financial Aid

Richard Denson
BCF Volleyball

Coach

Stephanie Powell
Director of 

Financial Aid
Life Quote:  “The will of God 
will never lead you where the 
grace of God cannot keep you.”

Stephanie has a BS from Troy 
University and AS from Chipola 
College. She  enjoys reading and 
traveling.

“I’m very grateful that God has 
blessed me with this opportunity 
to help our BCF students.  I also 
love being a minister’s wife, 
spending time with my hus-
band and family (especially my 
grandchildren).”

Richard is a newlywed and a 
May 2012 BCF Ministry Stud-
ies graduate.

In addition to serving as the 
youth pastor at Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church, coaching is 
one of Richard’s life passions. 

Knowles. “My dad actually went to school 
here.”  Growing up in Webb, Ala., which is 
only 45 minutes north of Graceville, Knowles 
is excited to be close to his hometown.

Dr. Bill Knowles
Voice Professor
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Holiday Heritage Festival

Holiday  Heritage Festival is scheduled for Friday, No-
vember 16, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Activities 
will include musical performances by the talented 
faculty and students in the BCF Music and Worship 
Division as well as  demonstrations by soap carvers, 
ornament makers, jewelry designers, candle mak-
ers, glassworkers, pottery craftsman, basket weavers, 

blacksmiths, cane grinders and syrup makers.
 Guests will enjoy a day full of carriage rides, electric trains, antique 
cars, and quilting, and the opportunity to purchase baked goods, homemade 
chili, ham biscuits and box lunches (proceeds collected will go into the BCF 
Scholarship Fund).  

November 16



13

F
A

L
L

   2
0

1
2

Looking for Christmas

ark your calendar and invite your friends to at-
tend the annual BCF Christmas Musical sched-
uled for Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. The highly an-
ticipated event will surely warm your heart as 
the Music and Worship Division has written an 
original drama titled “Looking for Christmas.” 

  The musical drama focuses on a family 
that has moved from New York to Florida and is 

now in search of Christmas in the midst of the warm Florida climate (cer-
tainly not the typical snowy weather they are accustomed to).  Through en-
counters with numerous community musical experiences (BCF ensembles 
and instrumental groups), the family will eventually learn and experience the 
true meaning of Christmas.  

Nov. 30 & Dec. 1

M
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Keown, Linda (‘84) can be 
reached at 84 Lee Rd 528, 
Phenix City, AL 36870; 
ph: 334-291-0281; email: 
lindakeown@bellsouth.net 

King, Lyle (‘85) can be reached at 726 
Hawser St NE, Palm Bay, FL 32907: ph: 
321-724-5476; email: molenut1952@    
hotmail.com 

Crews, David T. (‘86) can be reached at 
3400 Arizona Dr., Pensacola, FL 32504; 
ph: 850-529-4626; email: drdavidtcrews@
yahoo.com  

Franklin, Russell (‘92) can 
be reached at 3036 Twin 
Oak Dr. S., Middleburg, 
FL 32068; ph: 904-213-

0300; email: russellhgbc@bellsouth.net 

Young, Michael (‘92) is Pastor of Chapel 
at the Beach in Panama City Beach, FL. 
He can be reached at 420 Le Grand Ave., 
Panama City Beach, FL 32413; ph: 850-
420-2676; email: mikeyoung@chapelrb.
org 

Sumner, Roger (‘94) is currently serving 
as Youth and Childrens Pastor at First 
Baptist Church Dowling Park. He can be 
reached at P.O. Box 4414, Dowling Park, 
FL 32064; ph: 386-984-0569; email:   
rogersumner61@yahoo.com 

Griffin, Phyllis (‘00) can 
be reached at 275 Knox 
Rd. P 101, Tallahassee, FL 
32303; ph: 850-284-7032; 

email: phyllisgriffin@yahoo.com 

Lanley, James (‘01) can be reached at 
3883 Broadway Rd, Bartlett, TN 38135; 
ph: 901-937-6970; email: jlanley2@
gmail.com 

Lee, Tim (‘02) is Pastor at Smyrna Baptist 
Church in DeRidder, LA. He and his wife 
Shonda (‘02) can be reached at 145 Smyr-
na Rd. DeRidder, LA 70638; ph: 318-452-
44547; email: the_twinkie_guy@yahoo.
com 

Albertville, AL 35951; ph: 256-960-0699; 
email: tripp.battle@hotmail.com  

Hahr, Elizabeth (‘11) is currently serving 
as Children’s Minister at Tuskawilla Unit-
ed Methodist Church. She can be reached 
at 10327 St. Ives Ct, Orlando, FL 32817; 
ph: 407-949-2154; email: Lizzieb@    
bellsouth.net    

Ragsdale, Joe (‘12) is 
working as an intern and 
is beginning his Masters 
Studies at Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary. He can 

be reached at 640 Ave 1 NE, Winter Ha-
ven, FL 33881; ph: 863-604-9513; email: 
joeragsbcf@gmail.com

Condolences 
to the Families of:  

Larry Coates (1974) passed away on April 
14, 2012. His wife (Carolyn) can be reached 
at 109 Brittany Drive South, Elmore, AL 
36025

Armour M. Treadwell (1978)  passed away 
on July 12, 2012.

Robinson, Josh (‘06) is serving as Student 
Pastor at Church at the Springs in Ocala, 
FL. He can be reached at 155 Redwood 
Rd, Ocala, FL 34472; ph: 352-304-7417; 
email: joshrobinson.cc@gmail.com

Frazier, April (‘07) can be reached at 9314 
S Spoonbill Ave, Floral City, FL 34436; 
ph: 352-396-6010; email: aafrazier82@
gmail.com 

Henderson, Rick (‘07) can be reached 
at 11625 Francis Dr., Grass Valley, 
CA 95949; ph: 850-284-7032; email:           
rickhenderson@yahoo.com 

Armstrong, Martin (‘09) and Lydia (‘10) 
are planting a Church in Pordenone, Italy. 
They can be reached at Via Vallona 33, 
Pordenone, Italy 33170; ph: 941-462-
3304; email: Armstrongitaly@gmail.com  

Clements, Laura-Leigh (‘09) is currently 
serving as Director of Students at First 
Baptist Church Fort Walton Beach. She 
can be reached at 570 Mooney Rd. NE, 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547; ph: 850-
243-3163; email: youth@fbcfwb.org 

Deese, Dennis (‘09) can be reached 
at 1035 Austin Ridge Ct., Piney Flats, 
TN 37686; ph: 423-895-2847; email: 
drdeese@gmail.com; web: www.                               
fantheflame.com 

Gregory, Matthew (‘09) can be reached 
at 1117 Appleyard Dr., Tallahassee, FL 
32304;   ph:   850-591-4862;   email:   
mattgregory28@gmail.com 

Perdue, Joseph (‘10) is cur-
rently attending the Bap-
tist Theological Seminary 
at Richmond. He can be 
reached at 3400 Book Rd 

Box 139, Richmond, VA 23227; ph: 352-
216-0834; email: joseph.perdue@gmail.
com 

Battle, Tripp (‘10) is currently serving as 
the Student Pastor at First Baptist Church 
of Albertville, AL. He and his wife Joy 
(‘08) can be reached at 1196 E Main St, 

‘80

‘90

‘00

To update your alumni information please contact:
alumni@baptistcollege.edu or 

call Dr. Bill Floyd at 800.328.2660 x419
ALUMNI 

‘10
 Please pray for the family of 
former BCF student David Hoff-
man. David died in an automobile 
accident in Wisconsin on August 
8, 2012. David moved to Wiscon-
sin to help plant a deaf church. 

David Hoffman

‘12

UPDATES... 
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BCF Alumni & Friends

   Recently visiting the BCF campus, alumni Ben Ben-
nett stated that he will be celebrating his 92nd birth-
day, October 19, at Midway Baptist Church in Harris, 
Ga., and his wife,  Jacquelyn, will celebrate her 85th.  
Ben just recently retired from his pastorate position 
and would love to hear from his BCF friends. The 
Bennett’s can be reached at 134 Hickory Cir W., West 
Point, GA 31833; ph: 706.663.2765 or 706.570.7154. 

Fall 2012 Graduation
The Baptist College of Florida will host the Fall 

Graduation  on December 7 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the BCF Wellness Center. 

Faithful Servants...
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